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To! the Right Reverend the BISHOPS of: 


I both Frovincely their Grace's Suffragans; of i 
. h 


To the Reverend the CLERGY of the 
| | Lower-Houſes of Convacation ; 
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Primitive Chriftianity Revivd, 


In F@UR PARTS. 


| 
And particularly theſe Epiſtles of Tnatine, 
| With the DISSERTATION upon Them, 


in this Firſt Part, are Hymbly Dedicated; . 
and with all due Submiſſion Offer'd to 
Their and the Publick Serious Conſide- 


II ration, by 
| | bh | The Author oY 
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_ what's proper for him i bert anaitted.. *. 

ly I have 12 bur rhe Hiftorical Preface, with 
i pendixes";> be Sale Epiſtles of my 
* Apotog etick 'of mien” in the Firſt ; m 
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0 "Sera Book of Apoery phat Efdras in the Foatt 
ether with the Greek aud Latin of the ſes 
Se hal, s, of the Texts and Teſtimonies, with theit 
various Readings all dlong; The 7001 po, 1 leaft; 
ind the Larter aloe, no Uſe to the Englilh Reader, 
Nor have I added a Fifth Part, to — — to the 
Fifth Volume, publiſh'd afterwards ; I mean the Re- 


tognitions of Clement; ds too large tb tome into a fingle 


r with the deher 5 di rather too nn. 
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fer many of -the-Eagliſh Readers; 4. 
had fingle by thoſe that are ſo Curious as to defire it. 


„New Propoſal. for. recti Societies for 2 
* Ban Adder / 


— —— . ̃ ̃ ę ̃¶ ↄꝑ— œ . P— — —— - — 
: 7 * * , ; 
ey 


Poor and the Unlearned Yulgar, than by the Great and 


att. XI. 3. f 1 Cor. I. 26. 
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But then, for a Compenſation, I have not only Cor- 
refted ſeveral Octaftowal Miſtales, but have added 
three Branches more than could be in the former Edi- 
tion I mean the Subſtance of my, Obſervations on Dr. 
Clark moſt. Einen Brot of $h2.Scriptare-No@rine 
of the Trinity, inſerted in its proper Place; my ſmall 
Eſſay, filed Primitive Infant-Baptiſm Reviv'd ; and 


ting Primitive Chriſtianity, ; a which 


Parts I do peculiarly recommend to a very po Con- 


fideration. And truly I did not think I had done my 
whoſe. Duty, nor diſchetg d my Conſcience entirely in 
theſe Important Matters, ril 7 had prepar'd thu cheap 

Edition in Engliſh for. a more. general plab jr And I 

cannot but expect it will meet with the moſt ſignal Suc- 
ceſs, and he beſt entertain d among the leſs learned and ſo 
more unbiaſs'd Readers; And that, becauſe when this 
Primitive Chriſtianity, which I would hereby Revive, 
was firſt ſpread abroad by our Bleſſed Lord and hu. Holy 
Apoſtles, it was much more readily received by. the 


the Learned Rulers, Doctors, and Philoſophers, among 
both Jews and Gentiles. Then it was that this Cha- 
rafter of the Times of the Meſſiah was 2 
* To the Poor the Goſpel was preached, with the be/ 

Succeſs ; then was it that, F Not many wiſe men after 
the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble were 
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called: Ther wi it that the Query was pur," * Have 
any" of the Rulers, or of the Phariſees, believed on 
Him : But this People which knoweth not the 
Law are curſed: Aud then wat i that the very f Pub- 
licans and Harlots went into the Kingdom of God 
before the Chief Prieſts and Eldets t bemſeloes; hom 
mach ſoever the others Knvidledge and Abilities laid 
them under the Rlrongeſt Obligations, and gave them 
the beſt Opportunities for a ſerious Examination into, 
and Compliance with the Holy Religion of our Bleſſed 
Srviour then Preached to the World. I ſpeak not this 
to reproach either the Governor of the preſent Chur- 
ches, or the Learned among ; ſeveral of which I 


I hope are not againſt this Examination and Reforma- 


tion; but to recal to our Minds the Manner hom Chri- 
flianity at firſt made its way in the World; to taution 
all againſt the uſual Prejudices, almoſt inſuperable Pre- 
judices of Applauſe, Honour, Power, and Preferment ; 
and to encourage even the meaner ſort of the People, 
notwithſtanding their lower State, to ſet about the Eu- 
quiry after, and Practice vf pure and genuine Chriſtia- 
nity. For this Work indeed they do want ſeveral Ad. 


¶ vantages which others have ; but ſtill, if they come 
& with a more vehement Defire of Truth, heartier Pray- 


ers to God, firmer Reſolutions of acting according to 
their Duty, and the Convictions of their own Conſct- 
ences, greater Sincerity , Impartiality, and Integrity 
of Soul, leſs Eſteem for the Pleaſures, Honours, and 
Profits of this vain World, and a more earneſt Defire of 


* John VII 48,49. f Matt. XXL yr. | 
| ; | Im- 


To the REA D ER: 
Inqrevement in tie Piety, Devotion ond Holthef 
beret, as well as of. the Bleſſed Rewards of the other 
World hereafter ; they may afſſuredly hope that their B- 
_ gairiey will have a greater Bleſſing: from #beve, and. 
Conſequence they will more eafily diſcover, more firy 
: adbere to, and be more truly edify d by this Book, ot 
any other like honeſt Account of Primitive Chriſtianity, 
than moſt of thoſe who are much ſuperior to them in 
Learning, Temporal or Ecclefuſtical Authority, and 
eminent-Charatter in the: preſent World: As the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, Certain Experience, and Common Rea- 
ſon, to all conſpire to aſſure us. Bring, therefore, Good 
Reader, along with Thee but a fincere and boneſt Mind, 

a real Live to Truth, a hearty :Belief of the Chriſtian Y 
Religion, ' a firm Reſolution of acting according to its 
excellent Laws, as well as of embracing its ſublime andl 
beavealy Doftrines ; Humbiy implore the Aſſiſtance of 
the Good Spirit of God, for thy Guidance and Direction, 
with an unfeigned Reſolution to follow Chriſt and his 
eApoſttes, whatever any Synod, Party, or Fluman An- 
thority ſball ſay to the contrary ; and then thou needeſt 
wot fear but a careful Peruſal of the Original Books and | 
Paſſages of Scripture and Antiquity, here or elſewhere | 
fairly laid before Thee, in thy own native Language, will | 
be ſufficient to thy Satisfaction, at leait in all the Prin- 
cipal Matters both of Faith and Practice, without the 
Neceſſity of thy knowing either the Learned Tongues, 
er any of thoſe Volumes of Controverſy which the 
Diſputers of this World have ſo long puzzled Chriſti- 
anity withal ; and that to thy greater inward and ſpi- 
ritual Improvement and Edißcation alſo. I conclude 
this Addreſs with thoſe excel ent IVords which Euno- 

| mius, 


Te the READER. 

thius; eng of #0 greateſt m beſt old Vindicators of 

many of theſe Sacred Chriſtia Traths in the Fourth 

Century, uſes at the' endl of bis Apologetick : Anil Z 

beartily wiſh that they may make a due Impreſſion upon 
Me beg of you of the preſent Axe, and of all others 

that are Partakers of the ſame 33 rw with us, not 

fo fear the Cenſures of Men, nor to be impos d on by 

their Sophiſms, nor ſeduc'd by their Flattery ; but to 

pa your Fudgment upon what has been fer d according 

to Truth Equity ; as ſuffering the better part to 

prevail, and preferring Reaſon before Prejudice, ſo as 

„ fly from all the Snares and Nets which the Devil 

contrives againſt Mankind ; and thereby thinks to af. 

fright, or at leaſt to allure many of thoſe who do not 

prefer what is really profitable before what is pleaſant, 

nor eſteem things future more ſecure than thoſe that are 

preſent ; that ſo the worſer part may prevail over ſome 

of them. But may God avert any Experience of this 

J that I bave ſaid! tho there be many that conſpire for 

$ Falfbood, and are departed from the Truth; preferring 

ebe preſent Glory and Security before things plea 

to God, and truly uſeful. May he preſerve the Faith e 

Js theſe that embrace the Truth I defend, unmoveable and 

firm to him that deliver d it to them ; while they wait 

for the Fudgment-Seat of our Saviour Chriſt 5 wheres « | 

all Haughtineſs, and Glory, and Falſhood will entirely 


. 


vaniſh ; and thoſe that are to be judg d muſt and na- 
ted of all their Authority and Attendance ; and where 
2 and Riches, be they here never ſo highly 
Neem d among Mew, is utterly inſuficient to put *= 
£ 17 22 
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Ta the RA DE R. 
adverſaries to Pm. Hor a multitude. of Men yo 
their Splendor is not: there.equivalent to one. 

22 Ferſan; or able 10 — his. Rejection 
2. itſelf iz to approve. bim. It being recable. . | 
God's juſt Method of Retribution , that 2 Nn 

bel plead for them at that day, who do now, on "> 
account, eſteem Death it ſelf to be Gain; while Chriſt, 
the Diſpoſer of the Rewards, did formerly, and ſtill 
dats render to every Combatant the Prize according #0. 
bis Deſere ;* to theſe that undergo great Labaurs for. 
the Truth, true Liberty, and the Kingdom of Heaven.z 
But to thoſe that. have. diſponour'd it, from the Mi- 
edxeſs of their own Minds, inevitable Puniſbments 
And. ſo.much ſhall ſuffice on beth fides at Jones 3 2 
wg 6b. af Jof fucceod'for the beſt. © 
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| Pztmitive Chziſtianity Reviv'd. 


PART I. 
Containing the | 
Larger EpISTLES 


' ne O F . 
IEGNATIUS,| 
Biſhop of AnT1ocn, || 

To which is prefix'd, : 


A DISSERTATION to prove 
they are his Genuine Epiſtles. 
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WILLIAM WHISTON,M. A 
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Printed in the Year MD CC XII. 
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PROPOSITION. 


The Larger Epiſtles of Ignatius, which of late have 
been ſtil d his Interpolated Epiſtles, are alone the 
Genuine and Original Epiſtles of that Father. 

And the Smaller are only an Epitome of ſeveral ef 
the Larger ; made moſt probably about the Middle 
of the Fourth Certury of the Church. ve 


2 HIS is an Aſſertion fo very ſtrange in this Age, and 
| yet of ſo wery great Conſequence to the Chriſtian Church | 
on ſeveral Accounts, that it requires a very careful | 
Conſideration: Eſpecially fince the Moderns have been 
ſo affrighted with ſome Original, but long ſince Ex- 
ploded De&rines of Chriſtianity, and Citations from the Confitutions 
of the Apoſfiles (which have been themſelves alſo exploded” on the 
like Occaſion, ] therein contain'd ,: that'they have not had Courage 
or Impartiality enough to enquire throughly into their Antiquity 
and Authority hitherto, as they ought to have done: Wich chere. 
fore I ſhall attempt at preſent. 
But before I come to Particulars, I muſt make this Declaration 
in general, That under the Larger — Epiſtles , I include I. 1 


' _ 4 Diſſertation upon the 


mean beſides the Seven known Epiſtles contain'd in the Polycarpron 
Collection, of which Euſebius gives us a particular Account, and 
erom from him, I eſteem thoſe Three to Tarſus. to Antioch, and to 


ero, to be genuine alſo ; tho' the Silence of Euſebiurand Ferom con- 
cerning them makes it not reaſonable to pretend to the ſame Degree 
of Evidence for thoſe Three, that we have for the other Seven. 
However, ſince there is Reaſon to believe, that 1gnatius did write 


(s) more Epiſtles than thoſe Seven commonly aſcribedto him; ſince 
the Stile, Genius, Doctrines, and Nature of theſe Three, are ſo ve- 


TY m 


them, as well as to the other; ſince — Silence only ſhe ws, 
that he had met with no other than thoſe Seven which Polycarp col. 
lected, and ſent᷑ to Philipp: ; (whereas the other Three were written 
from Philippi; ) _ 17. i * 


u, excepting that ſingle Copy mention d by Biſhop Pearſon( e), 
and now in the Bodleian Library, of the Seven Large ones, appear 


to have all theſe Three, as well as the reſt ; even when ſeveral of | 


them omit the Spurious Epiſtle to the Philippians at the ſame time: 
All which will hereafter be proved : We have no ſufficient Reaſoa 
.reje& theſe Epifthes; eſpecially when they are infcrib'd to ſuch 
Places, and to ſuch a Perſon, as Ignatius was more ualikely to for- 
get, than moſt * to which he _ his * (—— — 
being premis'd , I come to my main Deſign; comprehend 
—— have to ſay upon this Subject, under the following Heads. 


I. I hall offer ſome General Arguments to prove, that "tis highly | 
improbable that the Smaller Epiſtles ſhould be the Genuine ones: 


the ſame with thoſe of the other Seven; ſince the Notes of | 
Chronotogy, with the Ancient 1 and References agree to 


{ For tho (b) Euſebius, from Nren ga alures ys they were\ſeveral ; 

et do E appear ever tgftave ſeen any of t thin 
[ ppi, whjeh akcompanied thoft of Igngeſm befoce- | 
oed; ] and ſince all the MSS. thatAare known, both Greek | 


Which Arguments will alſo infer the great Probability that the 


Larger are ſo. 


IT I thallfhew,that Exſehiufs Deſeririn of the Epiſtles which he 


ſaw, do better agree totheLarger,than they do to the ſmaller Epiſtles ; 
ay, that One of his Deſcriptions entirely agrees with the Larger, 
and as entirely diſagrees with the Smaller Epiſtles. | 
- TH, I fhall ſhew by Internal Arguments and Characters, that the 
Smaller Epiſtles cannot be the Genuine ones, nor ſo early as the 
Days of Rustius, | 
| I ſhall ew by the like Interna! Arguments and Characters, that 
the Larger Epiſtles are the Genuine ones, and agree exactly to the 
Days and Circumſtanees of Auatius. | 


' (4) Fed. Grab. Spiel leg. uu. II. p. 24, 25, 26, 06} WE. 
Keel: L. V. C. 20 P. 188, be) Pind, nat. Proleg. C. VI. 15 57 


1 


Vr; tins. md. 6. cu. 


Epiſtles of T6-NATINS 43 
. 1 Gall new, chat the Ancient! Epe Cina ou of theſe 
e ae ans not in both Editions, for the Firſt Six 
Centuries at the leaſt, do, in general, much bettet agree: to the 
Larger Epiſtles than to the Smaller. - | 
75 I hall new, chat the Ancient Obſcurer Refereixes and Aa- 
fene to theſe Epiſtles, are generally taken out of che ſame Larget 
Epiſtles eg, . ho | 

v | parti that the r Epi Phil. 
| 825 110 Spurious, 1 — ql 
2 171 that conlider the Nature of — — ——— 
thit they are ExrraZFs or Abridgients of the Larger; tha ace 
wares rt or — Uſes of Orthodoty, after 12 fi, 
tall Alteration of the Faith was begun in the Fourth Century; and 
ſhall enquire' tnore- exiftly what time, and by whos they were 
VIE: Lat give wy Reaſons more diſtinaly , why I eſteem the 


Om:i naarcQgary wa, 


7 


ee Epiſtles to Tarſw, ro Antioch, and to Hero, to be Gerigirie alſo; 
as well as the other Seven. | 


I. I ſhall offer ſome General Arguments to probe, that tis hiphh 
improbable that rhe Smaller Epiſtles ſhould be the Genuine — 
which Arguments will alfo infer che great Probability that cheLarger 
are ſo For, | 

(:.) The Larger Epiſtles were generally u for the True ohe; 
by thoſe who'believ'd any of his Eviſtles to be ſuth; till che Midali 
of the very laſt Age; boch the Greek and Latin MSS. generally con- 
taining no other; and no other being commonly known; or heard 
of, ar the Time when ſuch old Books were firſt printed, but thoſe; 
Nay, what is very remarkable; all thoſe Three MSS. which had the 

Smaller, as to Six or Seven, had yet ill che reſt of theſe according 
ly Yeo che Larger or Volgar Copies: ¶ For the Want of the End of 
'S * Epiſtle to Tarſur, and the Want of the entire _ to Antiorh; 
he Þ and to Here itt the Medicedis Copy, ſeems rather owing to the preſen 

F known Deficiency of feveral Leives at the End of * than to any 
he | Original Defect; ] there appeiring indeed nd other Edition of thoſe 
Additional ones ever in the Church, than the Vulgar or Large one. 
er, So that theſe Larger Epiſtles have — this Advantage from gene- 


rs] Conſent, tilt very lately, is well is from the greater Number of 
the iN the MSS. both Greek and Latin ; a5 indeed they Qill hive in this laſt 
the ¶ Reſpett even at this very Day. Only we muſt note; rhit none 
hoſe Three MSS. contained the Epiſtle to the Philippionie's which 
eertis to be Ancient, but has few or no Interns] Characters; little 
or no External Evidence to ſupport its Pretences to be owe Þ 
Mme: Nay indeed; whole very differerit Stile, and Genius; ind Di, 
igreement with Chronology, plainly betray, its Spurious Original. 
ich ig alſo ſtill more gororious in thoſe Two orbbrs frbti And e 
A ND. Now 1 knew ; How „ X 
2 


= 
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—.— be ſo; im Caſe theſe Larger Epiſtles were only Spurious and 
'Interpolared ? Would the zealous — during whoſe Ma- 


nagement and Authority all our MSS. were — n a 


forg d or corrupted Epiſtles, ſo very favourable to th&” 
diſcourage thoſe which they knew th be the Genuine ages, ſo mu 


yore: favourable to themſelves ? Would they {till join Interpolated 
and Heretical Epiſtles with the Genuine and Orthodox ones, had 
they hat ground'to believe that to have been the Truth of the Caſe ? | 


I cannot eaſily believe this 


(2. The Nane of theſe Larger Epiſtles is uch, 25 will not ad- 
terpolated. 


mit of the Suppoſition, that they are only the Smaller 
Several Inſertions and Interpolstions — bee 442 


e made in 


old Books, either from the Margin into the Text, for Illuſtration | 
and Explication ; or from the Orthodox Opinions of the Corruprers | 
or Tranſcribers, for Caution, or the like. But then thoſe Inſertions 
and Intetpolations, eſpecially till. very late Ages, were generally | 
Small, and Inconſiderable, in Compariſon of the entire Contents of 


thoſe Books whereinto they were inſerted: Nay, and even they 
are frequently ſo little of a Piece or Coherence with, if not contrary 

to the Original Text it ſelf, as to be readily diſtingui ſnd from the 
ſame by Critical Readers. [Which indeed is very much the Caſe in 
thoſe miſerable Inſertions of this Nature in the Smaller Epiſtles, 

which are wanting in the Larger. ] Whereas this is not at all the 
Caſe {in the preſent Larger Epiſtles. They are ſometimes more than 
twice as large as the Smaller. The ſuppos d Additional Paſſages ate 
entire, and of a Piece one with another, and with the Context. 


They are indeed the very Marrow, and nobleſt Parts: of the ſame; 


and commonly the moſt undoubtedly Original Langunge of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the moſt peculiarly ſuitable to Ignatius of all the Cohe- 


rence:- Nay, are cited, alluded, and referr'd to by all, but a few 


. Athanaſians, in all the firſt, Ages; as will hereafter appear. And 


truly, I think there is no Parallel Inſtance of ſuch a thing in all the 


- firſt Times of the Church; that ſuch Writings as the Smaller Epi- 
ſtles are have been fill'd up in ſuch a Manner as to become like the 


Larger; Unleg zwe. except that equally ungrounded Fancy of one 
Learned Nun pennies, as to the, Conflitutions of #he 
Apoſiles themſelves, from which theſe Larger Epiſtles are in great 


* Meaſure deriv'd. When once ſo ſtrange an Hypotheſis can be full; 
prov'd of the One of theſe Books, it will be time enough to think of 
© vindicating the Other. But till that is done, a wiſe Man will be un- 
willing to believe, that Clament's Conſtitutions,-and Ignatius s Epiſtles, 
or either of them, have had a quite different Fate from that of all 
other Books of the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity ; perhaps of all other 
Ancient Books whatſoever. - But, I 21 % „be dai 
683.) This is the more unreaſonable to be ſuppos'd here, becauſe 
the Reverſe is ſo oaſy and obvious; viz. That the Leſſer Epiſtles 
may, for the main, be an Extract from, or Epirome: of the Ener, 
vi" s A me an 


- 
% 
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F mean” with only ſuch Sund Amt, ras ſuited the Deſigns of 
their Abridger. "This Method of Abbreviating or Epnomizing 
hrger Works, is and has been very common in the World, and is 
very agfeeable to the Circumſtances of this Caſe in 2 
where we have no plain Charzcters of Interpolation in the Larger, 
but a vaſt Number of Characters of Abridgment in the Smaller E- 
piſtles; as will moſt plainly appear, if we think it worth our while 
to compare the feveral Copies all the way. But I ſhall have Occa · 
fion to ſpeak more diſtinctly to this Matter hereafter. 
II. I ſhall now ſhew, that EZuſebiur's Deſcriptions of the Epiſtles 
which he ſaw, do better agree to the Larger, than they do to the 
Smaller Epiſtles: Nay, that one of his Deſcriptions entirely agrees 
with the Larger, and as entirely diſagrees with the Smaller Epiſtles. 
Euſebius's large and direct Account of theſe Epiſtles, atthey were 
in his Copy, is in theſe Words (a) und Ignatius alſo, one that even to this 
Day is celebrated by m Men, and one that was choſen to be the Second Bi- 
foop of Antioch, after Peter. Ti related of him that he was ſent fromSyria 
40 Rome te be devonred by wild Beafts, as a Martyr for Chriſtianity. Fur 
indeed while he was travelling through ' Aſia, under the exatizft: Inſpett᷑ ien 
of his Guard, he confirmed the Pariſhes in the ſeveral Cities where he 
frayed, both by bis Sermons and Exhortations ; and in the firſt Place be 
eſpecially warned them to be cautious a to theſe Hereſier which were then 
lately. ariſen, or did then mightily ſpread. He alſo exhorted them to ads 
here clofriy ti the Tradition of the Apoftler, which whin he had atteſted to 
them, he thought it neceſſary to have it written down alſo for greater Se- 
eurity. Here theſe Epiſtles of Ignatius, which Euſabius ſaw, ſeem; 
in the main, to have been firſt preach'd or deliver d io the way of 
Sicred Iaſtruction perſonally to the Churches; and then, as in 4 
Caſe of ſome Neceſſity, written down by himſelf : They were pria⸗ 
cipally and fully oppos d to the Ancient Hereſies, either then newly 
atiſon, or very prevalent in thoſe Days: And they were principally. 
fupported from the Trad!:ionary Doctrine of the Apoſtles, which con- 
demaed thoſe Hereſies, and eſtabliſhed the contrary Chriſtian Truths. 
Every Part of which Deſcription is more agreeable to the Larger E- 
piſtles, than to the Smaller. The Larger alone are lie Sermon, Hos 
milies, or Religious Diſcourſes : They alone are ſuch as contain many 
Paſſages not then uſually cited te Writing : They alone are moſt 
fully, and 6y- Name oppos d to the Ancient Hereſies and Hereticks: 
And they alone are directly enforc'd by many and pregnaat Paſlageg 
out of the Sacred and Traditionary Conſtitutions of the Apoſtles: : No 
one of theſe Characters well agreeing to the Sinaller-Epiſtles. So 
that it hence ſeems plain to me, that Euſebiuss Copy was that of the 
Larger, and not that of the Schaller Eppſtles. And this will, be the 
rin. ws a ee 120081 8 
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more — if we compare another occaſioual Reference to theſs | 
where; by the ſame Zuſchint; where be ſpeaks thus 2- 


Epiſtles elfewhe! | 
ainſt Marcella. fe) Now becauſe Marcellus bar ſaid: that this Hereſy 


but juſt now ariſen, we muſt obſerve that as he geet ow be tao, Notice of | 
Origen, thut ancient autber, as of one of the ſame Opis with theſe 
whom bi veprouches. Ar for my Jelf,, I leu met with @ vaſt Number of | 
Feeleflaftienl Weirings of Perſons anciemter than Origen, and of ſeveral 
1s of Biſhops and 8yn0ds written lug before him; whereby one and tb 


fame 


Charater of their Faith is demonfirated, What Epiſtles of very 


Ancient Biſhops, earlier than the Days of Origen; nay, perhaps 
pri to thoſe of Synods earlier than the Days of Origen, could za- 


febins mean, but thoſe of Clement, Ignativs , and Polycarp in particu» 
Age that he was acquainted with; and of ſuch a Nature as he main» 


Marcellus and Athanaſius ; which all the World owns to be the di. 
= guiſhing Character of the Larger Epiſtles only. So that we have 

re from Zaſebius at once an Hluſtrious:Teſtimeny, that the Anci. 
ent Fathers and Synods before Origen ; a vaſt Nnmber of whoſe 
Writings Euſebius ſays he had ſeen, and does here appeal to; were on 
the ſide of Origen and his own; againſt the Followers of Marceiws and 


Athansfiur ; and no obſcure Intimation that among the reſt the ge- 


nuine Epiſtles of Jgneriws were ſo alſo: And by conſequence , we 
have here a noble Teſtimony that the Larger Epiſtles of Ignatius, 


hich alone anſwers Euſtbiuss Character, were alone in Tuſabinvs 


py. Nay; indeed, I ſhall not need to go here by Probability on- 


N. but ſuall put this Matter paſt doubt, by the Expreſs Words of 
t 


ſame-Euſebtus elſe where. (c) We have for good Reaſons only men 
dien A thoſo is owr Writings by Name, by the means of whoſe Bool: the Tra. 
Aitionary Apaſtamal Doctrine has been tranſmitted to the preſent Age : 4. 
for Inſtance, Ignatius, in choſe Epiſtles of his whoſe Catolegus' we havs 
vow fer dom So that as certainly as the Larger Epiſtles , and they 
alone, contain thoſe very Dofrines. —— own'd to be the 
Original Doctrines of Chriſtianity ;; thoſe 1 mean which contra. 
dicted Marten and Arbeit; which is acknowledged by all; ſa 
certainly do S»ſ#bivr's Accounts and Deſeriptions of thoſe Epiſtles 
which he /ſaw;-belong to theſe Larger Epiſtles, and ta theſe only; 


But of thig Maner more will-be ſpoken-hercafter. 
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har f (6) which we know were the Principal Epiſtles of that early | 


enquired for, and mention'd in his Hiſtory, If ſo, he plainly | 
imꝭ tes to us, that thoſe moſt ancient Epiſtles which he ſaw, were 
for the Doftrine of Origen and his own, in Oppoſition to that of 


| 
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II. I ball ſhew by Interns! drguments and CharaBers, that the 
Smaller Epiſtles cannot be the Genuine Ones, nor ſo early as the 
Days of Ignatize. This appears by the Obſervations following : 

1.) The Smaller Epiſtles are plainly Unworrhy of ſo great a Man 
as lenativs ; and by no means agreeable to the Character we have of 
him in Euſebius, Ferom, Chryſoſtem, &c. and that mighty Truſt which 
was repoſed in him by the Apoſtles themſelves, when they made 
him Biſhop or Patriarch of Antioch , one of the Firſt and Principal 
of the Apoſtolical Churches: Nor indeed at all correſpondent ta 
the Writings of his Fellow Biſhops, Clemerr and Polycarp. For tru- 
ly, if — ik that almoſt all that is Valuable in cheſe Smaller 
Eoiſtles is verbatim taken out of the Larger, at leaſt is ſtill contain'd 
in them; that when any Variation is here made tis uſually for the 
worſe; that theſe Epiſtles ſeem afraid of ſetting down the Directi- 
ons for Practice, and of quoting not only the Apoſtolical Conflitutiont, 
but the known Books of the New Teſtament chemſclves ; while the 
Contemporary Epiſtle of Polycerp, and the like Writings of Apoſto- 
lical Men, did then love to quote the ſame perperually ; that their 
Style and Compoſition, ſo far as they are different from the Larger, 
is quite contrary to thoſe of Clement and Polycarp, harſh, confuſed, 
and ill digeſted ; fo as to be almoſt unintelligible ; that they con- 
tain many Paſſages very remote from the old Chriſtian Doctrine, 
and on Purpoſe ſeem to avoid the uſual and known Language of the 
ficſt Writers about them; nay, to affect that which came into the 
Church long after the Days of [gnatius : When, I ſay , we obſerve 
theſe Things, as we ſhall all along the reſt of this Eſſay, we ſhall be 
diſpos d to think of ſome other Perſon for their Author than the 
— Ignatizs himſelf, Eſpecially if we come to Particulars, and 
obſerve N 6 : 

(2) That theſe Smaller Epiſtles are not of a due Bulk and Large. 
neſ to be thoſe very Genuine Epiſtles which the Ancients deſeribe, 
and which the very Paſlages inſerted ſtill into all the Copies do im- 
ply alſo, Jerom, as we ſhall ſee preſently, ſpeaks of this Ignatius as 
the firſt of thoſe that did write, Volumes full of Wiſdom , againſt the 
Ancient Hereticks ; and this upon occaſion of a Quotation from 
them, which is now only in our Larger Copies, of which hereafter. 
Theſe Words, Yelume; 4 of Wiſdom, do much better agree to the 
Larger than to the Smaller Copies. And then in Three of the pre- 
ſent Seven known Epiſtles, we meet, in all the Copies great and 
ſmall, with Words implying thoſe Three to be comparatively of the 
Leſſer Sort; which Circumſtance is not true of the Smaller Copies, 
but exactly true of the Larger. Thus ſays he to the Magneſoans, 1 
bave briefly exhdrted you. To the Romans, 1 exhort you in A few Words. 
To Polycarp , I have exhorted you by this ſhort Epiſile. Whereas we 
have no ſuch Intimaetiens of Brevity in any of the reft. Now that 
the Reader may be the better able to judge of this Mattet without 
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Miſtake, I ſhall ſet down the Number of Columns and Parts of a 
Column, which every Epiſtle takes up in Cotelerius's Edition of the 
old Latin Verſion, both in the Larger and Smaller Copies; and if 


the Original Greek be conſulted it will exhibitin a manner the very 
ſame Proportions alſo. | 


Io the Epheſians ---| 5 3| 23 I bavehriefly exbor- 
Io the Magneſians--1 2 n 2 ted you, Sect. 14. 
To the Trallians - -| 4 31 Hl NY 
To the Romans - - --1 2 fi 2 of ---Iexbort you in a few 
To the Philadelphians\ 4 f 2 of Words, Sect. 8. 
Jo the Smyrneans ] 3 3| x 5 
Jo Polycarp = - - -| x 3] 2 3| --- 1 have exhorted you 
V5 this ſhort Epiſtle, 
Set. 7. | 
To the Tarſenſians --[2 | © 
g | | 
To i - - + a 07 9 


Now upon comparing the Length of the ſeveral Epiſtles in both 
Editions, it will appear, as to the Larger Copies, that the Epiſtle to 
Polycarp is by far the Smalleſt ; that that to the Romans is the next; 
that that to Smyrna is next; and then that to the Magnefians ; and that 
of the other Three, wherein there are no ſuch Expreſſions of Bre- 
vity in any Copy, that to the Tralians is the leaſt ; yet is it Larger 
than any of thoſe before-mention'd : that the Epiſtle to the Phila- 
delphians is ſtill Larger ; and that to the Epheſians the Largeſt of all, 
in very good Agreement with the preſent Character. Nay, if Bi- 
ſhop Pearſon be in the right (a), when he thinks that the Note of 
Brevity, in the Epiſtle to Pelycarp, is to be extended to the Epiſtle 
to the Smyrneans alſo, becauſe of the Plural qu there us d, the A- 
greement will be ſtill more exact: Every one of the Four Smaller 
Epiſtles in that Edition being then ſuppos'd to be ſuch in all the Co- 
Pies ; and all the Three without Notes of Brevity , being exaQly 
the Three Largeſt of all. However, this Character will in no Caſe, 
agree to the Smaller Edition ; ſince it appears by the ſame Table, 
that only Two of the Seven can be reconcil'd to it; that to the E- 
pP heſiant, which is ſtill the 1 71 and that to Pelycarp, which ig 
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without Notes of Brevity, are much of the ſame Bulk. On it 
ik out here ſome what unluckily, that the Epiſtle to the Magnefany,, 
hich ought to be of the Smaller Sort, is ſomewhat Larger than the 
reſt; Which is the Caſe of that to Smyrna alſo ; and that to the Tra. 
han, which ought rather to be of the Larger Sort, is ſomewh 
Smaller than the reſt. But then we muſt Note, That the Th 
Additional Epiſtles are not here concern'd ; becauſe we have neither 
Notes of either Length or Shortneſs in any of them; nor have we 
any other Copies to compare with them. And they therefore ſeem 
gb Smaller in Bulk, than moſt of their Fellows of the Larger E- 
dition, becauſe of this Martyr's Haſte in Writing them all ac hi. 
Ip, before he was hurried away thence by the Soldiers, which 
even little (a) Time he ſeems before not to have at all p_ ; 
And becauſe Two of them were ſent to Antioch , and the Third to 
Tarſus in its Neighbourhood ; ſo that all of em might eaſily be ſeen 
in common, and needed not be every one ſo large, as otherwiſe 
perhaps they might have been. Not to ſay here, that 'tis not im- 
poſſible bur theſe may be now ſomewhat ſharter, than they were at 
fel written. (5) And indeed ſince there are extant a few Ancient 
Citations from Ignatius, and one at leaſt probably from one of theſe 
Epiſtles, which no where now appear in our preſent Copies ;' there 
ſeems to be ſome Foundation for ſuch a ConjeRure ; the” indeed T 
look upon it as too weak to be much depended on. However, as to 
the former Seven, *tis plain that if theſe Notes of Brevity be of 
any . they determine this Diſpute on behalf of the Larger 
piſtles. | 5 
(J.) In the Smaller Epiſtle to the Zphefians (e), in all our preſent 
Copies, our Saviour is expreſly affirm'd ro be Unbegerten. Now 
ſince tis the known Fundamental Doctrine of Chriſtianity, that the 
Father alone is Unbegetten, and the Son is, in this very Reſpect, I 
mean as to the Original of his Divine Nature before the World, 
the Begotten, and Only Begotten Son of the Father, tis impoſſible rhat 
Iznatizs ſhould ſay what is here aſcribed to him: And yet we ſhal] 
ee anon, that this Doctrine runs through theſe Smaller Epiſtles, 
that our Saviour was really ſo much One with the Father, as to be 
truly Vabegetten. Tho! indeed this was ſo far from the Doctrine of 
Ignatius, or any Apoſtolical Perſon, that it was part of the Here- 
tical Doctrine of Saturninus: (4), oppos'd by Ignatia in theſe very E- 
piſtles ; and was afterward in part embrac d by Tertullian (e), and 
entirely by Marcelus (J]; and after a Sort by Athanaſius allo , as we 
ſhall ſce hereafter ; but other wiſe rejected with Abhorrence by the 
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hole Church; nay, at laſt by the 4rhonofon: themſelves. I An. 
al here to the Conſciences 2 all truly 12 Men, * — 

they can believe, that Iguatiu could ſtile our Saviour Unbegotten or 

not. Vet is this ſo ſurely an Original Text in theſe Smaller Copies, 

that tis quoted thence by 4thana/frur ; and is indeed the only certain 

Quotation from them, till near the: Middle of the Fifth Century of 


theChurch,; and muſt therefore or fall with che Game Smaller 
Cree Een En Pa Nd rs ey 
n the ſmaller Epiſtle to thẽ Megneſians, (a) our Saviour is ex- 


preſly ſtil'd Eternal, or the Eternal Word of God; which Epithet, how 
common ſoever of late, nay, and even cocternal alſo, was, I believe, 
in the Days of Ignatius, not much leſs unknown and heretical than 
the former. Clemens Alexandrinus indeed ventures, in his Juvenile 
Oratorical Writings, before he was fully inſtructed in the Chriſti- 
an Doctrine by Paxtenus, to call Chriſt (5) this eternal Feſur, and the 
Word that ever was; the interminable Age; the eternal Light. But then 
this was long after the Days of Jgnatius ; this, if taken ſtrictly, is 
contrary to the known Doctrine of the ſame Clement, after he was 
better inſtructed; and this is unſupported by all truly Ancient Wri- 
ters beſides, that I know of, till the Days of Marcellus and Athana- 
fur, who ſpread ſuch an Hereſy in the Church in the Fourth Cen- 
tury. I might here therefore, as before, appeal to the Conſcience 
| of all trply earned Men, whether they can believe that gu, 
could uſe ſuch an Expreſſion, as the Eternal Word of God, but that 
they have been ſo long poſſeſs d with the common rine of the 
oper Eternity of our Saviour, that they have loſt their Ability of 
Judging in ſuch Matters: And while they boggle at calling our Sa- 
viour anbegosten, they do not ſcruple at this Title of eternal, even in 
the ſtricteſt Senſe of Corternal with the Father. Whereas it appear 
in all the firſt Books of our Religion, that our Saviour's Origina 
zencration before the World began was meant in direct Oppoſition 
to his Costernity with his Father: That Modern, Unintelligible No- 
ion of Eternal Generation being not then known among Chriſtians. 
bo that /gnatizs could not much more uſe eternal, than he could uſe 
unbegotten, of the Son of God. | | 
(.) In the ſame Smaller Epiſtle to the Mogeeſians in the v 
me Place, theſe Words are added ; that Chriſt is the Eterna 
ord, not proceeding from Silence, that Famous Female Origin of 
Things, ſo much alluded to by Marcellus, the Heretick of the 
Fourth Century; but taken at firſt from the old Heretick Yalen, 
tiuus of the Second. This Alluſion, at the higheſt, to the Yalen- 
tinian Silence, is ſo plain at the firſt ſight, that che greateſt Pa- 
trons of theſe Smaller Epiſtles are aſham d dired ly to deny it; tho 
it be ſo very ſtrong, and indeed almoſt an undeniable Argument 
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them. One cannot but pity the Miſtakes chun Bop 
i 


. the greateſt Men, when one ſees no leſs a Man than 
Pearſon himſelf labouring, in (a) Four ſeveral moſt Learn 
pers, to aſſoil this . Objection, and yet with ſo little 8 . 
For the only valuable Anſwer which he is able to betake himſelf to 
at the laſt, is this, That the Silence of Yolentinus might be known in 
the World before the Death of 1querjus. Whereas tis certain, that 
Hyginas, in whoſe Pontificate Irenes aſſures us Valentina: firſt 2 
to Rowe, began not till 4. D. 126. (%) Ten Years after the loweſ 
Date from the Death of Jqnerivs ; and tis almoſt equally certain 
from Tertullian, a contemporary Author, and very near the Place 
alſo, that (c) Yalentings was alive, and at Rowe, in the Pontificate 
of Elwtherw, or between A. D. 170. and 185. and ſo could not be a 
noted Heretick before 4. D. 116. Nay, the ſame Tertullian elſe: 
where aſſures us, that (4) Valentinus was Marcion's Scholar for ſome 
little time; which Marciem yet came not to Rewe till A. D. 130. and 
then learned of Cerden for ſome time himſelf, before he ſer vp for a, 
Maſter, So that Valentina: could not be a Famous Heretick ac 
ſooneſt, till about 20 Years after the Death of 1gnatixe ; no, not 
even ay Rome, the Scat of — Fame — Hereſy; _ leſs at Smyra, 
#4 a neſis in Aſis, where alone this Epiſtle of Ignatia was con- 
cern'd with View, Nay, it was in probability ſtill ſomewhat longer 
re his Fame was ſpread Abroad, ſince Jaſtin Martyr, about. 22, 
ears after the Death of Ignatius (e) does not vouchſate to name, 
him among thoſe noted Hereticks which are enumerated by him, 
tho he does it a few Years afterward. Some indeed are ready tg, 
tell us, that (F) Euſcbivs, who certainly puts the Riſe of Valium 
no leſs than 36 Years after his own placing the Deach of /gnaciar,, 


een dior ng 
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gu himſelf, in theſe Words of his concerning Mercellus and, f 
Silence, (g) According to the Ringleader of the Atheifticel Hereticks, wh 
when ba contriv'd his Atheiftical Dofrines declared his Notion thay. 5, 
There was God and Silence, But certainly this is a moſt unfair 
ſtruction of Euſebius's Words, to make him ſpeak of Mercellus's NN 
lexce, as deriv'd from a Silence of Simon Magus 3 When neither by 
nor any other of the Ancients ever tell us, that Simon ue l 
any ſuch Docttine; when the Silanceof Valin (the Arch-he 

of the. Second Century, as Simeon Magw had been of the Firſt,) was. 
then alone every where ſo Famous in the World ; and when hor: 
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does however aſcribe the Origin of this Famous Silence to Simes Mae" 
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rf - A Diſſertation upon the 
If Cefo#es, in (s)EpiphayiurdireQly afſures us, that Marcellus took his 
Notion from the Eon, of Valentinu. And I cannot but wonder? 
that any Impartial Man ſhould explain Euſebiuw's Words of Simon 
Mig, and not of Yaletinur. This Valenitinus indeed took ſeveral 
33 Hints and Notions from the Ancienter Hereticks; but 
hat he took this Original Goddeſs Silence from any of them, dogs no 
way appear: Nay, the earlieſt and moſt Authentick Account in 
Ireneus rather implies the contrary ; that himſelf brought this Mat- 
ter into Form, and did himſelf frame bis 30 Eon; one of the Ori- 
nal Pair of which was this Silence. And that the Author of theſe 
piſtles of 1gnatizz does here and elfewhere allude to the Silence of 
Falentimus, or rather of | Marcellus himſelf, who had it 'originally 
from Valentini, will be ſo plain from other parallel Paſſages, whi 
mall be produc'd hereafter, that all choſe ther Anſwers which fup- 
zoſe the contrary, will deſerve to beeſteem'd as of no Value at fl. 
o that this Argument is decretory, and unanſwerable ; and is it 
RIF ſufficient to deſtroy the Reputation of theſe Smaller Epiſtles, 
with all Men of Impartizlity and Integrity. Tz 
**(6 VIn the Smaller Epiſtle to Smyrna, we have this ſtrange Paſſage 
concerning certain Perſons eſteem'd by this Author as Hereticks ; 
if they abſented themſelves from the Chriſtian Aſſemblies, (b) be- 
cauſe they did not own the Eachariſ to be that Fleſb of Ghrift, which ſuf 
fred for them, and was raiſed again by the geod Will of the Father. This 
is a ſtrange Paſſage indeed; and probably ſo far from the Age of . 
wit, when Chriſtians did not permit any Hereticks to communt- 
cite' with them at all; and when indeed there are no Footſteps'of 
any fuch thing as this in the World; that "ris hard to ſay how long 
after his Days it muſt be. Perhaps fome of the Montanifts (c) in the 
Third and Fourth Centuries, might pretend to a kind of Tranſub- 
ſtantiatſom in the Euchariſt, and thereupon condemn the Catholicks,. 
hd would not communicate with chem. But I ſhall not ſpend ny 
time in this Enquiry; nor write a large Comment on a Text, which 
perhaps is of too little Authority to deſerve it;- 1 — ＋ it will 
y be granted, that the Fourth Century was nearer che fit Pre- 
to the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantistion, which theſe Words 
em vo hint ar, than tlie Beginning of the Second; and that there- 
re the Fourth is the more proper Age for our Enquiries coneernin 
theſe Nereticks before us, than either the Firſt br Second. Vet wis 
ie proper to ſer down this Paſſage here, ro put Men upon the farthev 
Enquiry after theſe hitherto unknown Hereticks; that ſo, if they 
can m_y where found; ſome more Light may thereby be afforde 
to the Origin and Author of theſe Epiſtles before us. £2 
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able to his Stile, Character, and Time ; and to the Stile, Lam 
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Epijtles.of IGNAT Ius. 


00. Theſe Smaller Epiſtles cannot belong to Ignatius 
thoſe many later Expre ſſions, abſurd Reaſonings, diſor 
ods, and Gat perplexed” way of Writing, which is-quite:da{igt 


zage, and Genius of the Apoſtles, and of the other Apoſtslical 
15 n in thoſe. early Ages. For notwithſtanding the preſent Diſpu 
about the Genuine Mrixipgs of Ignatius, we haye two ſure ways 
gudging; by the Stile and Contents of the ſeveral Copies, mhethet 


they belong really to · this Father. or no : The one is from tha Stile, 


, and Genius of his Contemporaries and Fellow Hiſhaps 


our, Religion beſide ;; whence the firſt Chriſtians fram'd: their Not 
ons and Expreſſions about Sacred Things. The other is fromiſuch 
Parts as are common both to theLarger and Smaller Editions, eſpeci- 
ally the Epiſtles to the Rewans, and to Polycarp, which, as wo ſhall 


note hereafter, are almoſt the ſame in both, and ſo afford us a true - 


Taſte of his Stile and Language, and help us to a plain Methed of 
Examination, whether the Parts peculiar to the Larger, or thoſe pe» 
culiar to the Smaller Copies, do beſt agree to the Stile and Genius 


of I,;natius, To which Tryals I do now Appeal, and am willing to 


be determin'd by them in the preſent Argument: And do not fear 


to affirm, that, if theſe be allow'd fair Rules of Arbitration, the 


Smaller Epiſtles muſt be certainly condemn'd, and the Larger alone 
muſt be o wald for Genuine. This I have proved in my other Edi- 
tion of theſe Books by a large Induction of particular Examples or 
Paſſages, taken out of thoſe Parts of the Smaller Epiſtles, which 
2 peculiar to the ſame; but cannot here give it the Uglearned 

eader. 299251 11 » 1-12 11297104 
IV. Im now to ſhew, by the like Internal Arguments and Chars» 
Fer, that the Larger Epiſtles are the Genuine ones; and agree 
exactly to the Days and Circumſtances of Ignatia. For. 

(r.) The Stile of theſe Larger Epiſtles is moſt truly Primitive, 
and moſt agreeable to that of the Apoſtolical Age, and of Aꝑoſto- 
lical Men: Yea, without Diſpute, much more ſo than that of the 


%. 


Smaller Epiſtles. Tis free, entirely free, from the leaſt Tincture 


of that Philoſophy, which came into the Church very ſoon. after 


the Death of Ignatius; and muſt therefore, with the greateſt Pro- 


bability, be earlier than the AN of Juſtin Martyr himſelf: This 
in general is a moſt obvious Mark of Antiquity. For as. 2 Man 
may eaſily know by the Stile and Language , whether any Modern 
Book in Philoſophy: were written before or after Des Cartes, in the 
laſt Age; and whether any Book in Divinity were written before 
or after Abanaſſis, in the Fourth Age; ſo in the Second Age may 


one eaſily diſcern, within a due Latitude, whether a Primitive 
Book were written ſooner or later than the firſt known Chriſtian 


Philoſopher, - Juſtin Martyr. After whoſe, Time, but not before, 
we generally find the Original, Plain, Pious, Hellegiſtical, — 
5 PO Ollca 


v4 


derly\Berb , 


uch as Clement and Polycarp; with thoſe. of all the Sacred Hoabs 


ry 


** 


ry A Diſſertations apo the 

poftalibal Stile worn off; and the Rationad, or Philoſophick Stile 

_ where current in the Church. On which Account, when 
peruſed theſe Larger Epiſtles, I ſoon diſeover d thee they 


we 


muſt, in all Reaſon, be nearly, if not quite us old as the Days of 
Na Marry; tho' it be — that I diſcover'd, that they are 
nuine Epiſtles themſelves. And tis 


7 


wo other than the Original 
nor s little ſtrange , that the Critical 2 of theſe latter Ages 
has nor diſcover d this mighty Antiquity boch of theſe Epiſtles; ind 
of che Apoſtolical Conſtitutions; whatever might have bei 

of their real Genuine Origin and Authority. Since hi 
| F | Atiquity , rather earlier than the Middle of the Second 
ry, is fo plain and obvious at the firſt ſight to any Impartizl 

„who is at all vers'd in che Ancient Writers of Chriſtianity. 
And ſe, when once any one is ſotisfy d ther cheſe Epiſtles 
and Confticurions are, for certain, no later then that Time, be will 
be eaſily perſuaded that they are not ſpurious Books , but do really 
belong to thoſe Perfons whom they pretend to be written by, So 
is Argument it ſelf goes a great way in our preſent'Buſt- 
neſs; and makes it very probable, ther theſe Larger Epiftles were 
really written by Ignatius. | Wwe \ 3% 
(.) Theſe Larger Epiſtles, which ſo pe ally quote the more 


. 


and wholly following thoſe Conſtitutions; or as implying 
wicthal, what was true in Fact, that the reſt of the Sacred Hooks, 


written after the Body of the Conſtitutions was finiſh'd, were not 
then commonly receiv'd and known every where in the Church: 
I-mean the Epiſtle of James, the Second of Peter, the Second and 
— of John, Jude, arm, Barnabas, the Apocalypſe, and Eſdras: 

ne of which are here directly cited in all the Ten Larger Epi- 
files. Tho' Hermæ ſeems to be ſometimes alluded to; and the Ba. 
niſhment of John into Patmos is occaſionally intimated therein alſo. 
This is 2 great Mark of very early Antiquity, before the Days of 
Juin Mortyr; and beſt of all agrees with the Time and Circun- 
ſtances of Ignatius himſelf. Nay , what is very remarkable, this 
Obſervation does equally confirm the great Antiquity ' of the 
Three Additional Epiſtles, eo Tarſm, to Antioch, and to Hero, with 
that of the other Seven contain'd in Pelycerp's Collection. Which 
—— yoo all the way in the reſt of theſe Internal Charaters 
630 All the Herefes which are oppos d or nam'd in theſe Larger 
= ; fuch as thoſe of Si Magur, the £bjonites, Menander, Bat. 

uin, Buſilider, the Gneftickr,, the Nicolaitawr , the Dbcet#, Ted. 
aw, and Cleobulus, are plainly thoſe of the Firſt, and very Beginning 
of the Second Century, the Martyrdom of . * 
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preſerve 


preffions wherein they are here deliver 


Ppiſtles of Towaruus B15 
is to Theodotur here nam'd , he is plainly an Heretiek of the Firſt 


Times: A Fragment of whoſe Efe Devine we ſtill have at the 
Eud of the Works of Clemens Alewendringr , as drawn up in the 


Times of Yelentins: : And not that later Theodorus of Byzantium, 2y 
ſome have been ready to ſuppoſe. Nay, the entire Om flon of Vu. 
lmtinus himſelf, who a little above 20 Years after the Martyrdom - 
of Ignatius, made To great a Noiſe, and almoſt obſeur'd thoſe Elder 
Hereticks , is a moſt forcible Argument, that theſe Larger E 
Mes were written at this very Time, end no other. Juſt ay 
Allufion to the Famous Silence, originally deriv'd from this 
Valentins, in the Smaller Epiſtles, has afforded us a moſt ſtrong Ars - 
ment, that they were compos d or extracted after that Herettek's 
ublick Appearance in the World. | 14 
(.) The Derne, of Chriſtianity, and the wherein 
are here deliver d, are ſuch as were alone us d and ſtri 
kept to in the Firſt Times of the Goſpel ; without the leaſt Sign 
either of Arian, or of any Earlier Philoſophical Interpolations, 
Phrafes, or DiſtinQions : Some of which yet began in the Days of 
Tuſtin Martyr, within Thirty Years after the Death of Ignatius. 
And ns to Arian Interpolations here, our preſent Greek Copies are 
not only free from the leaſt juſt Suſpicion of any ſuch ; bur have 


rather Marks on the other Side, of the leaving our ſome Clauſes 


that too plainly favour'd their Opinions: Which Clauſes yer are 
4 to us in the Old Latin Verſion; which it ſelf is kno 
to be at the leaſt as old as the Ninth Century. Nor indeed do 
find either in the Scripture, the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, or theſe 
Epiſtles of 1gnativs, any ſuch Arian Interpolations at all. Tho! it 
be notorious, that not any one of theſe, nay, ſcarce any one of the 
Original Books of our Religion beſides, have eſcaped the Cotrupti- 
ons and Interpolations of the Atrhanaſan or Orthodox, as it were 
moſt eaſy to prove beyond Contradiction. But now t this 
gument from the particular De#rines of Chriſtianity , and the Ex 
'd, might have irs due Weight 7.x 
with the Chriſtian Reader, I have in my other Edition, for a Spect= | 
men, ſer down ſome of the known Expreſſions occurring in theſe!” 
Larger Epiſtles, concerning our Bleſſed Saviour; and over againft,” —_ 
them the Parallel Expreſſions in the Smaller Epiſtles : After which E 8 
leave it to the Judgment of thoſe Readers, who are acquainted with= 
the Doctrines and Languages of the Firſt Ages in this Matter, to e = 
termine which of them are moſt agreeable to the Apoſtolical Wr 
tings ; and ſo moſt likely to be written by our Apoſtolical Biſhop #®”+ 
_ Bur theſe Citations are moſt fit for the Examination of the 


Only we may here note, That from thoſe, and « vaſt Num- 
ber of other Paſſages in the Larger Epiſtles , we learn how exactly 
the ſame Larger Epiſtles expreſs the Original Language of the 
Chureh , ws rac by che Apoſtles and their Companions 3 = 


ak b 


* 
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16, 4 Diſſertation upon tbe 


Principal Perſon concern d, even to the Neg 


fore the Old Hereticks, and among them Tertullian, by Degrees in- 
troduc d their Philoſophical Notions and Hypotheſes into Chriſtia- 
nity afterwards. And from the Parallel Places in the Smaller Copies, 
we learn that their Language is either not at all Chriſtian; but He- 
retical ; or at leaſt that the moſt common and uſual Ways of Speak- 
ing among the - Chriſtians , are there the moſt rare and unuſual: 
That God the Father is therein never call'd the Tyge God, Almighty, 
nor Unbegotten ;; nor the Son the Only · Begetten, nor Begorten , in the 
ancient Senſe, of his Generation before che World, ; but expreſly - Un- 
Segotten, and that inſtead of the uſual Words, The Lord, the Savieur, 
and the like, he is til'd God very Gequragy, as if he were the 

| | ect of the Father him- 
ſelf: All in direct Contradiction to the other Original Remains of 
gur Religion. Nay, indeed, I hardly know of one ſingle Place in 
ell the Seven Smaller Epiſtles, where they have the Advantage -in 
this Reſpe&; or expreſs the Doctrines of the Goſpel more agreeably 
to the other moſt Primitive Monuments of Chriſtianity. „ 


5 


Cs.) The Rules for Practical Religion contain'd in theſe Larger E- 


piſtles, and generally omitted in the Smaller, eſpecially thoſe: for 
Domeſlical Duties; for the Clergy, the Laity, for Husbands, and 
Wives, Maſters and Servants, Parents and Children, Virgins and 
Widows, &c. are frequent, ſerious, and full; and are exactly agree- 
able to the like conſtant, ſerious Directions and Exhortations of the 
Apoſtles and their Companions elſewhere; When Religion confiſted 
mainly in PcaQice ; when Preaching conſiſted in ſerious Exhortati- 
ons and Divine Inſtructions; but not in fine Oratory , and florid 
Compoſitions. Indeed I believe there is no Example of Epiftles of 
Apoſtolical Men, written with ſo little that is practical and ſerious 
in them, as the Smaller ones before us. Inſomuch, that a Handle 
has been given to ſome to ſuſpe& that they aim chiefly at the Gran- 
deur of the Clergy, and that they do only in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, 


cry up the Epiſcopal Authority; as if little but a Compliance with 


tha Biſhops Commands, were neceſſary to Chriſtianity. And then, 
as-to'Domeſtical. Duties in particular, wherein ſo great a part of our 
Holy Religion does conſiſt; and the Rules about which are ſo 
Frequent and full in the other Writings of Apoſtolical Men, 'cis 


ſurprizing to obſerve, how very little is ſaid of them in the ſame 


Smaller Epiſtles. And in general , how dull and dry they are in all 
ſuch Matters, in compariſon of the other. I am ſure, if any Pious 


ndnd Serious Chriſtian were to peruſe both Editions, and were to 
pronounce his Judgment from his own Taſte and Reliſh ; by the bare 


Temper and Spirit which breath'd in them, he would, without the 
leaſt Heſitation, determine on the Side of the Larger; and heartily 
wiſh; for the Sake of true Religion, and the Edification of Chri- 
Fre People, that they might be prov'd to be the Genuine Writings 

atius, Now certainly this being fo, I cannot eaſily believe, 


That a villainous Interpolator in After-Ages, could write more de- 


voutly, 
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Fpifiles of Tenatits. 17 
vdutly religiouſly, and practically, than an Apoſtolical Biſhop 
hitnſelf, wing to Martyrdom ' by Conſequence I cannot eaſi - 
ly believe, that theſe 

but that the Larger Epiſtles, ſo much fuller of the Zeal, and Tem- 
per, and Diſpoſition of a Primitive Biſhop, and Chriſtian Martyr, 
are for certain, and are alone the at mam. of that Excellent Primi- 
tive Chriſtian Biſhop and Martyr before us. 

(6.) The Fot. which the — of the Larger Epiſtles ſpeaks of, 
28 of thoſe that he was well acquainted with, are ſtill ſuch as be- 
long either to the Apoſtles themſelves, or at the lateſt, ro ſome of 
their Companions : And that in ſuch a Manner as none much 
later than Ignatia; ſometimes ſcarce any one but 1gnatixs could 


maller Epiſtles were the Work of Ignatia; 


well know, Thus we here find mention of (=) Peter and Paal, as 


joint Founders of the Church of Antioch : Of Jobs and Timothy, as 
well as Paal, Inſtructors of the Church of Epheſus : (5) Of a Paß. 
ſage or Two of Scripture now loſt ; which Sort of Citations are 
commonly Signs of great Antiquity : (c) Of Stephen, as Deacon 


to Jemes Biſhop of Jeruſalem: Of Timothy and Linas, Deacons to 


Paul : Of Anencletus and Clemens, Deacons to Peter : (4 Of 
Chriſt's living Three Decads of Years before he was baptiz'd and 
preaching Three Years afterwards : (e) Of Peter and Paul, as ha- 
ving made Conſtitutions for the Government of the Church of 
Reme ; which ſtill appear under their Names in all the Copiesof the 
preſent Apoſtolical Conſtitutions : (f) Of B&lias, Jeſbus, Melchiſca 
dech, El:ſha, Jeremi ab, John th: Baptift, the Beloved Diſciple, Timothy, 
Titus, Exodius; Clemens, and Himſelf , as Virgins : Of Abraham, 
Iſaac, Jacob, Joſeph, Iſaiah, and the reſt of the Prophets; with 
Peter, Paul, and the reſt of the Apoſtles, as married, ig) Of Peter 
as crucify'd, of Paul and James beheaded, of John baniſh'd into 
Patmos, and of Stephen ſton'd : () Of-rhe Church of Antiach, ay 
having receiv'd a ſolemn thing committed to them from Peter and aul; 
(i) Of Edi, their Firſt Biſhop : Of Oneffmus Biſhop of Epheſus : Of 
Dama - Bilhop of Magneſis : Of Poly iu Biſhop of Trallas ; but 
of no Biſhop of Philippi: (wh ch is che only Chuich that we cer- 


by 


fainly know was at that time without a Biſhop) (A Of Herd a Des- 


con of Antioch, who was afrerward Biſhop ; ro whom himſelf, un- 
der Chriſt, ſolemnly committed an eminent Depoſirum alſo : And of 
a Reference to the Hiſtory of \/) Alger and 7Thaddew at EA, 


—_ wo a 
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(a) Ad Eph. Sec 6, 11, 12. Ad Magneſ Se. 10. 
Sc, 10. A Trall Sect 6 (c) Set. 75. Ad Heron Seb. 3. 


Trall. Sect 10. (e) Ad Rom Seit 4. Ce ſtitut L. VIII c. 333 |} 
77 P. 414, 465. (f) 44 i Seck. 4. (g) 4d Torſ Sd 3. 


i) See. 3, and in other Places 

Palycarp Epiſt. ad Philip (k) Ad Heron. Se# 8. (1) ad 

Trall. Se. 9. Thadd apud Grab Spicileg. Tom, I. p. 11, 
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not eaſy to be known to any but to the Biſhop or Patriarch of Sy; 
as not then generally made publick : And * the like Pall, — 
there are all along, only agreeable to an Apoſtolical Man in the A 
Times; and moſt properly and 8 to the Time, Perſon, and 
Circumſtances of Igustiut. In ſhort, all ſuch Internal Characters ſeem 
to me not leſs Indications, that theſe Ten Larger Epiſtles were re- 
ally written by 7znativs himſelf, as he was going to Martyrdom, 


thun the like Internal Characters in Paal's Epiſtles are Indications, 


that Paul himſelf was the real Author of them, in the various Cir- 
cumſtances of his Life, thereia every where mention'd by him. 


V. I ſhould now ſhew, that the Ancient Expreſs Citetions out of 
theſe Epiſtles, that are not equally in both Editions, for the firſt Six 
Centuries at leaſt, do in general much better agree to the Larger 
Epiſtles than to the Smaller. But this main part of my Evidence 
is fitter for the Learned, to whom it has been already given, than 
for the bare Engliſh Reader. Only ſo far, that As the Authors who ex- 
preſly quote the Epiſtles of Ignatius, are very numerous, and ex- 
ceeding ſtrong for the Genuine Authority of the ſame Epiſtles in 
once) ; which accordingly appear to be directly arreſted to in the 

ix Firſt Ceoturies, beſides Polycarp himſelf, by Irenæus, Origen, Eu- 
ſebius, Athanaſius, Didymus, the Author of the Chronicon Paſchale, Je- 
rom, Gbryſoſtom, Theodorit, Gelaſius, Ephrem the Patriarch, Jeanne: 
Rhetor, Jovius the Monk, Stephen Gobarus, Gildas, Leontius Byzanti- 
nut, Anaſtaſiu the Patriarch, and Gregory the Great allo : So does it 
not certainly appear, that the Smaller Edition is quoted by more than 
Three of them; I mean Athanaſius Theogorit, and Gelaſius ; that is, 
by A4thanaſeus himſelf, and Two of his Zealous Followers, and by 
no others in all thoſe Centuries. Nor do the Citations of the follow- 
ing Ages for ſome time give any conſiderable Advantage to the Smal- 
ler. Tho' after the Teſtimonies of the Six Firſt Centuries, thoſe 
that are later are comparatively of fo very little Authority, that tis 
not worth while to continue our Enquiry about them any farther. 


VI. I ſhall now ſhew, that the ancient obſcure References and Al. 

to theſe Epiſtles are generally taken out of the ſame Larger 
Epiſtles only. Such kind of Citations of Books, eſpecially of Sa- 
cred Books, and moſt of all of Sacred Books of this Nature, are very 


common among the Ancient Chriſtians ; as might eaſily be ſhew'd 


by abundance of Inſtances, if there were Occaſion for it. But be- 


cauſe no Learned Man will deny the thing in general, I come to an 


Induction of ſeveral ſuch particular Citations in the preſent Caſe. 

{ i.) Pelycarp himſelf wrote his Epiſtle to the Phil;ippians immedi- 
ately after 7gzatins had been with him, and had written theſe Epi- 
ſtles to him, and to the Churches. At the very ſame time he ſent 
Ipnatius's Epiſtles, all that he had Copies of, to that Church; as he 
had been deſit d. Now in this ineſtimable Epiſtle of Polycarp I 


obſcive 


K 2 
4 


Pa 4 «ca. . TD aAQSQq <4 «I 4 a@ — 


. Epiſtles do ſhew, that thoſe and no other were in 
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obſerve the following Reſemblances to or Confirmation of the Larg- 
er 2 7 uc on *. 4 to me of great Conſequence in this 
Matter. {1.) The Stile and Gepips of this Epiſtle of Pohcarp 13 
clear, ** practical, ang «Teſting ; and very much liker thar of 
5 Larger than of the Smaller Epi les of 1gnativs. (2) This Epi- 

le cites alſo the Scripture, and refers to the Apoſtolical Conſtitu- 
tions frequently; which are the diſtinguiſhing CharaRers of the 
Larger Fhudles before us; while tis in a remarkable Manger other- 
wiſe in the Smaller. (3 ) The Expreſſions here us d concerning 
God the Father, Almighty God, by way of Eminence Ommiſcient, 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; and as ever the principal Perſon 
concern'd, is remarkably according to the Larger, and different 
from the Smaller Epiſtles. (4.) The Expreſſions concerning Chriſt, 
The Lord, the Saviour, through Jeſus chr the eternal High Prieft, the 
Soy of God ; without any of the Wards God, the Word, Eternal, Un- 
I getten, and the I ke, which are ſo much affected in the Smaller Epi: 
ſtjes, do plainly favour the Language of the Larger in this Matter. 
(s.) The Alluſions ſometimes to the very lay f of theſe Larger 

is Mind when he 
wrote to the Philippians, Thus for Example, when Polycarp uſes 
theſe Words of the Followers of Simen Magus, (a) whoſoever ſays, there 
it neither any Reſurrection, ner Judgment, be is the F.rſt born of San. 
How can we avoid thinking that he imitated Ignatius, who in his 
Larger Epiſtle to the Trall ans has theſe Words, (b) A4veid—Simon the 
Firſt-borm Son of the Devil? And the careful Reader will eaſily obſerve 
other the like References and Imitations therein. (6 ) The ſerious 
Exhortations to Practical, eſpecially to Domeſtical Duties here, do 
exaQtly agree with the Larger, and cnly with the Larger Epiſtles ; 
almoſt all things of that Nature beiog, to a ſyrprizing Degree, omit- 
ted in the Smaller, as has been already obſerv'd ; to ſuch a Degree 
indeed as renders them unlike aſl the reſt of the Ancient parallel 
Writings of the firſt Chriſtians ; and makes them of ſmall Uſe to 
us, as to any Improvements in the main Parts of our Religion. 
(7.) Accordingly the Character here given of thoſe Epiſtles which 
Polycarp ſa w, (c] whereby you may be exceedingly profited, for they contain 
Faith, and Patience, and all ſort of Edification that appetit to our Lord, 
does much better agree to the Larger, than to the Smaller Epiſtles. 
And a pious Chriſtian, who compates them together, will eaſily ſee 
that the Larger will much better, according to Polycarp's Character 
of thoſe that he ſaw, inform his B.,, increaſe his Patience, and in 
general tend to his Ed:fication than the Smaller. I 

(2 ) The unknown, but moſt ancient Author of the Recognitions 
of Clement, begins that Book thus, (4) I cle who was bern in the City 


— 


(a) Se. 5, (6) Sf. 11. n. ( L. I. c. 1. 5. 5 
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of Rome, was from my Childhood fludious of Chaſtity. Whence could that 
Author take this Fact, of the — ke of Clemens Romanw, 
but from theſe Larger Epiſtles of [gnatiw ? where he is nam'd as one 
that maintain'd a Virginal Chaſtity all bis Life ; as we ſhall fee pre- 
ſently. Which Account of him we have notelſewhere, that I know 
of, in any other Remains of the Apoſtolical Age. 

.. (3 ) Melite, the Famous Biſhop of (s) Sardis, ſeems moſt plainly to 
refer to that Famous Paſſage in the Larger Epiſtles already mention d, 
concerning the Three Decads of Years before our Saviour's Bap- 
tiſm, and the Three Years after it; ſince we know of no other Ori- 

ginal Monument of Antiquity that could inform him of it but theſe 

piſtles. And indeed the Alluſion ſeems to me ſo direct, that it 
might almoſt have been alledg'd among the proper Citations of the 

Larger Epiſtles themſclves. | 

(40 Tae argues, (5) that Chriſt was not crucify'd when he was 
barely Thirty Years of Age, as ſome Hereticks ſaid ; (who had in- 
trodue d that Notion, that he preach d one Year only ;) but that he 

liv'd and preach'd ſeveral Years afterwards : And for this alledges 
not only the Goſpel Account of at leaſt Three Paſſovers, but that 
of all che Presbyters or Apoſtolical Men, who convers'd with Jeb 
the Apoſtle, or with any other of them. This Paſſage ſeems, among 
others, to refer to that famous Place in the Larger Epiſtles, (c) where 
Ignatiws, the Diſciple of John himſelf, gives Three Decads of Years 
to our Saviour's Converſation on Earth before his Baptiſm,and Three 
Years to his preaching after it. Yet Irenew's own Opinion or Hy- 

theſis. which he immediately declares, was, that our Saviour 
iv'd till above Forty, if not towards Fifty Years of Age; from a 

Notion of his own about the Periods of the ſeveral Ages of Men ; 
and from the Jews Words to Chriſt. (4) Thon art not yet fifty years 

old. However, he only appeals to this Apoſtolical Tradition, as to 
the ſomewhat ancienter Age of our Lord when he dy d, yu thoſe 
that held he dy'd at Thirty. Now in this Appeal he ſeems to me 
to have had this Place of the Larger Epiſtles in his Eye ; and is fo 
far an Arteſtation here to the ſame Larger Copy. | 

(s.) To paſs over that ſingle Word of the Church (e) of Smyrns, 

Se Cram wu, or offering violence to the Beaſts to force them to 
devour him, which Biſhop Pearſon juſtly thinks may allude to the 

ſame Word in Ignativr's Epiſtle to the Romans, becauſe it is equally 

in both Editions, and determines nothing; Lu#en the Scoffer has a 
more remarkable Paſſage, which, as the ſame moſt Learned Perſon 
well ſuppoſes, belongs to the Epiſtles of Ignatius ; by way of Allu- 

ſion I mean, and under the pretended Hiſtory of Peregrinas the Phi- 


( Cov. Hiſtor. Literar. Part II in Meliton, (5) L IIc 39. 
'61, (e) Ad Trall. Se. 10. (a) Jeh. VIII. 57. 


. 75 Martyr, Polycarp. Scct. 3. p. 394. 
loſopher. 
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lofopher. (a) They ſay tba he ſent Eoiſtles to almoſt all the eminent 
Cities, at certain Teflaments, and Exhortations, and Laws He alſo Or. 
dain'd Seniors among his Friends, and called them M. * from the - 
Dead, or Nuncio's the Lower World, This notable Paſſage does 
at once wonderfully confirm the Epiſtles of Ignatius in general, and 
that they were many in Number ; and by 1 certain Teſa- 
ment, and C xhortations,aud Lam, intimates that he had no other but the 
Larger Epiſtles in his View; which alone have plain and full Quo- 
tations out of the Conſtitutions of the Apoſtles, the moſt eminent Lows, 
Chriftiaw® Covenant, or Teflament ; and do alone contain thoſe moſt 
ſerious Exbortations, and Sacred Laws of the Goſpel, which ſeem 
here to be referr'd to in this Paſſage of Lucian. | 
(6 ) Theophilus, the Sixth Biſhop of Antioch is by Biſhop Pearſon 
alſo ſuppos'd to allude to theſe Epiſtles, when he ſays, The Reaſon 
why Chriſt was boin of a Woman eſpous'd to an Husband, was this, 
(b) That her Off ipring might be concealed from the Devil, who thought 
him born of @ Married W.man, and not of 4 Virgin, But I paſs rhis 
over, becauſe, as has more than once been in my other Edition ob- 
ſerved, the Text in Ignatins here referr'd to is equally in the Larger 
and Smaller Epiſtles, and ſo determines nothing. 
(7.) Clement of Alexandria »ffirms, that (c) Peter, Philip, and Paul, 
were all Married Men: Which he might have from a Paſſage in 
atis Larger Epiſtle to the Philadelphians ; of which more pre- 
ently : But as to Paul, not ſo plainly, that I know of, from any 
other Original Author whomſoever. The ſame Clement, in his Ex- 
cerpts out of his laſt bur nobleſt Work, the Inſtitutions, has a plain 
Allufion to the Famous Paſſage in Ignatius, concerning the (4d) Star 
which appear'd to the Magi. Which ſeems alſo alluded to by 
(e) Nazianzen : And more plainly by (F) —＋ — But this pak. 
ſage of Ignatius is ſo nearly the ſame in both Editions, that there is 
no ſure way of knowing which Copy theſe Citations allude to: On- 
ly the Uſe. of one Word belonging to the Smaller xgmayor and 
, by the Author of the Extracts from Clement, and by Na. 
zlanzen, would incline one rather to ſuppoſe, that they had ſeen 
the Smaller Copy; as tis not impoſſible but they might. And the 
Uſe of the Word pari7w@ by Chryſoftem, from cavw in the Larger 
Copy, would a little incline one to think, that he had it from that 


Larger Copy ; as indeed 9920 ow's Citations and Alluſions agree 
ſtill to them only. But theſe Conjectures are too weak to build any 


firm Concluſions of this Nature upon. So I place theſe References 


"%\ — 


(s) Lucian in FF (%) Comment in Matth. I. 18. (e) Strom. 
* P. 448. (4) Ad Eph. Seck. 19. (e) Ora. I. (F)] Homil. 
. in Mat. | | 
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our preſent Controverſy. t 
o Paſſages, which to ſome may ſeem to re- 


min this Hererical Doctrine into the Church, that our Saviour migtir 
be ſtil d Unbegotten, namely, that injudicious and bold Heretick Ter- 


therice were in the Fouit 


- the Heretick Ebion, or of the Ebionites, ſay they were pody and mean 
in their Notions of Chriſt, according to the Significatibri of the 


fer a poor Man. And. elſewhere, (5) We do not underſtand this ws tho 


the Poverty of their Underflanding For a poor Min i call'd Ebien among 


by that Hebrew Word, poor in Underſtanding. Which laſt Words have 
ſo plain a Reference to. the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions; or to Ruν 


mean by our Seviour's firſt Preithers, who gave theſe Hereticks the 
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rather among the doubtful ones, and ſuch is determine nothing in 


(s.) Tertg/lian has Ty 
fer to the Smaller Epiſtles, which are ſer down in my other Edition. 


But then it is ſo whelly uncettain, whether there be any Alluſion 
on either Side in theſe Paſſages ; and if there be, tis {o much more | 
likely that the Author of theie Shortet Epiſtles tobk them from Ter- 
tullian, one of his own Opinion in this Matter, than that Terta/lidn | 
could have them from [znatius himſelf, that there is hothing at all to 


be concluded hence, to determine bur preſent Conrtoverſy : Or if 
there be any thing, tis an Hint Wh was one of the firſt thir brought 


tullian ; whom I your pon as one of the piincipal Perſons that cor- 
rupted the Chriſtiap Fai h in the Weſt; whith Cortuptions from 
h Century ſptead over 4 great part of the 


.Chriſtian World, : | 
(9.) Origin, and many others of the Ancients, when they ſpeak of 


t 
Name EIn, Poor. Thus Origen ; (a) For Ebion is rhe Name 1h Hibrew 
theſe Mets of poor Underſtandings, the Ebioniter, whoſe Nate anſwers bo 
te Hebrews Thus Euſebius : (e) Their Name of Ebionites, declaring 


the poverty of their Underflanding. And elfewhe.e mbre ditectty, 
(#) Now our Saviour's firſt Preachers named them Ebionites ; calling then 


Larger Epiſtles, or rather to both, that they almoſt deſerve a place 
among the expreſs Citations foregoing. For whom can Euſebius 


Appellation of Ebionites, and that on Account of their mean and Jow 
Opinions of Chriſt, but the Author or Authors of choſe (e) Conſti. 
tutions, where they are ram'd among the Original Herericks-; and 
Enatius, who in his Larger Epiſtles (F) gives that very Intetpreta- 
tion of their Names, And the ſame Allufions that we have ob- 
ſet vd in Origen and Euſ bius, is in others of the Fathers alſo. Nor 
could it come any way fo readily into the Greek Church as from this 
place of Ignatius. And this is the more likely, becauſe Ignatia wab 


——— — 
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(#) Centr. celſ L. II. P. 56. (6) Philocal. 5. 1 te) Bp. 
Eccl. L III. C 27 p 99. (d) De Eccleſ. Thiolog. L I. C 14 p. 75. 
(e) Conſtit. L. VI. C. 6. p. 333. (F) 44d Philad, Jeck 6. Vill. Chrok. 


Paſchul. ad A. D. 104. 
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Biſhop of Syn, and ſo well acquainted with ſuch Hebrew: or Syriack 
Words, which few of the Greek Fathers were; and ſo the Interpre. 


tation thereof ir ſelf is a good Argument that this Interpreter was of 


Syria, or was no other than ut himſelf, | 
(10.) Novatian, or whoever was the Author of that Judicious 
Book (s) Of the Trinity, bas a Paſſage which appears to be no other 
than a kind of Paraphraſe on. a remarkable Text in theſe (4) Larger 
Epiſtles : Which Text does alſo ſeem to be feveral times alluded to 
by others alſo. F 
(11.) Mechodius, Baſil, and others ſpeak ſo concerning the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, which of them were Married Men, and which 
not, that they ſeem to me plainly to refer to that famous Paſlage in 
theſe Larger Epiſtles hereto belonging. And other Paſſages of the 
like Nature might be produc'd, all probably deriv'd at laſt from the 
fore cited Text of Ignatius. Nor can I here but reflect on this Text's 
exact Agreement with the Scripture, and the Apoſtolical Conſtitu- 
tions, in ſeveral; Reſpects; as particularly with Pauls Queſtion, 
(e Have no: we Power to lead about a Siſter, a Wife, as well as the other 
Apoſtles, and as the Brathren of the Lord, and Cephas ? With the Men- 
tion of Judas, the Son of James, as the Third Biſhop of Jeruſalem, 
inthe (a) Conſtitutions ; and with the (e) Pſalmiſt, concerning Judas 
the Traytor; Let his Children be fatberlsſs, and his Wife a Widow. So 
that ſtill all Circumſtances conſpire to aſcertain us of the Genuine 
Antiquity and Verity of theſe Larger Epiſtles of Ignatius. | 
(12 ) Euſebins informs us of the Manner of the Death of ſome of 
the Apoſtles and their Companions, in Words almoſt taken from the 
Epiſtle to Tarſw ; which he never mentions ; yet probably had be 
this Account at leaſt at the ſecond Hand from the ſame Epiſtle ; ſince 
no other O-iginal Record of Chriſtianity, that we know, could fo 
nearly afford him the ſame Account. 0 | 
(13.) The ſame Euſebiw twice. calls the Sacred Virgins (f)Priefleſſs 


of the Women as Chryſ ſftom does alſo ſpeak of the Martyr Dina: 


) and ſbe was made a Prieficſs. . Nay, (%] Tertullian long before, uſes 
the like Language. Whence came this uncommon Expreſſion, but 
from the Epiſtle to Tarſus ? Where the Words are; (i) Honour thoſe 
#hoſe that are in Virginity, as the Priefteſſer of Chriſt. 

(14) Euſebius does alſo apply the Title of the (4) VI and XI. 


Pſalms, according to the Numbers in the LXXII. To the £nd won 


the Eighth Day, to the Lord's-Day, or Eighth Day of the Week, the 


1 


— 


(a) C. 31. (b) Ad Magneſ. Scct 8. (c) 1 Cor. IX. 5. 
(4) Conſtit. L. VII. c. 46 p 382. (e) Pſ. CIX 9. (f) De 
Laud Conſt. C. 17. p. 661. Demenſt. Eyang. L. III C6. p. 129. 
(g] De Berni. &c ( De Cult, Fer.C 12. (i) 4d Tarſ Seß g. 
(kb) In Eſ. VI. & XL. | | 7 
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Day of our Lord's Reſurrection. Whence came this, but from Ber, 
nebas or Ignatius ? Which latter, in the Larger Epiſtle to the Mag- 


weſpans, ſays thus; (a) I exp ation whereof the Prophet ſaid, In the end, 


wpon the Eighth Day, whereon our Life ſprang up again, and the Viftory 
over Death was O'tain'd in Chriff, | 

(15.) The Council of Ladies orders Chriſtians not to reſt from 
their ordinary Employments on the Sabbath.Day, but to prefer the 
Lord's-Day, in Words moſt agreeable to, and almoſt taken out of 
the Larger Epiſtles of Iguat us 

(16.) Ephrem the Syrian, Nazianzen, and others ſeem to me di- 
rectly to refer to the Larger Epiſtles, and to the Clauſe immediately 
following that now referr'd to, in the Epithets and CharaQers 
they give of the Lord's Day. 

017.) Trenæus, Athanaſius, Baſil, and Nazianzen, uſe Words that 


| ſeem peculiar to Igu- i in theſe Larger Epiſtles, as we have ins» 


Nanc'd in our Larger Edition | 
(-8 , Chryſoftom , who ſeveral times makes Alluſions to · theſe 
Epiſtles in his Oration upon Iewetizs, and does it ſo obſcurely, that 


no Judgment can be made from them; does however (6) elſe. 


where more plainly allude to them, I mean, when he does more 
than once affirm, that Dame! received Infpirations From God at 
Twelve Years of Age How could ſo great a Mahi venture to af- 


ſert fo ſtrange a thing. but that he had ſome Origi/fal Sacred Author 


for the ſame ? Now this is affirm'd in Ignatiw's Earger Epiſtle to the 


Epheſians, and in no other moſt Ancient Author now extant whom- 
ſoever. This Teſtimony I take to be almoſt equivalent to a direct 


Quotation: And it exceedingly confirmg'us in what has been all 
along found true hitherto, thar Chryſoffom, the Presbyter of Antioch, 


had no other than the Larger Epiſtles :- Who yet was the leaſt likely 


to have a Spurious Copy of any Writer in that Age. | 
(19) That moſt frequent and folema Word for the Incornation, 
much us'd by the Ancients, I mean dhe è, or Diſpenſation, 
ſeems alſo derived from one of theſe Larger Epiſtles of Ignatius (e) 
Where and where only, as I think, it is dicectiNend formally ap- 
ly'd to that Matter in ali the Original Books def our Religion. 
ore ſuch indirect and occaſional Alluſions and Refeggnces ro theſe 


5 Epi tles might probably be collected, if any onè would nice- 


ly arch for them: But theſe which readily offer d therhfelves ſhall 
ffice for the preſent. And indeed many of theſe Citations are ta- 
ken notice of in the Notes upon theſe Larger Epiſtles by 'Archbi- 


Hop Uſber or Coteler ur. Vet were they ſo poſſcſs'd with that new 


Opinion of the Authentickneſs of the Smaller Copy, that they did 


— nnn 


% Ad Mag e 9 (b) Ad Iſe. III. Homil. Dupl in Pſal. 
V. De Ru Lab, (e) 4d Ebi Siege 
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Epiſtles of IGNAT1Uus. 25 
ot fuffic ently reflect on the Evidence theſe Paſſages afforded to the 
Authority of the Larger. So over-bearing was the Prejudice againſt 
Arianiſm, and ſo much was the — of Two or Three be- 
tan in the Fourth and Fifth Centuries for the Smaller Copy, over- 
valued, and the reſt over -· look d; altho they were more in Number, 
and much greater in Learning, which ſupported the Authority of the 
Larger. But as it has been with the more Sacred Conftitutions theme 
ſclves, ſo alſo with thoſe Sacred Epiſtles derived in great _ from 
them; God's Time was not come for the Diſcovery of his Primi- 
tive Truths ; and the Preparation for the Advancement of his Son's 
Kingdom. Till which e (a) firong Deluſſon- have obtain'd ; and 
(6) A Veil has been ſpread over the Face of «ll Chriſtian Nations, that they 
have not been able to ſee the moſt obvious Truths in theſe Matters. 
(e) So unſearchable are God's Judgments, and fo certainly are bis ways 
psf poor Mortals own finding out! But to proceed. 


VINI fhall now ſhew in particular, that the Smal 


Tarſus in Cilicia: 
Syria, but Jay nea 


Mcian Phi op 
2 


4 But to them I 
eply, that he had 
ings ſaid as produc d 
rdly be true of the 


1 


the AMAſwer there ſet down; Which =_ could 
Alifrick Fhiladelphia, at 400 Miles Diſtance from 


— 


(s) 2 Theſ II. 1. (6) Iſa. XXV 7. (e) Rom. XI. 33. 
J Sal. 3. 4ebelbopr——{ fd Setnts f 
| (2.) Ignatius 


[ 


. 


s veſted in them fm the Beginning ; 


ame Juriſdiction : I'meght to Tarſus, to 4 


--Philippi, he never nar 


2” „ 


_ 
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..) Avati anna this Philadelphia. but had preach- 
ed publickly there, as one that had Authority ſo o do. (a) I pray fe- 
- wt among whom N have ſpaken, that they may not bpve it for a Teſtimony 
-axw#in# them. d again, (6) While I was a du, I cried aloud ; 1 
— greht Voice. By both Paſſages Implying bis publick 

+a; lung in this Church, and that with great Freedom and Boldneſ; 
ao, like one that was executing his Functiqh in his own Dioceſe, 
or Province; or father #atrierchate; (as tiie Juriſdiction of ſuch 
Primary Biſhops catye afterward to be cad;  tho' the Authority 
which could not well be 


* 
: 


true of the Afratick PhNedelphia. | | 
- (3-) gnativr had nat\pnly been and greach'd ar this Philadelphia, 
bur was plainly one of get Power and {Authority among them : Such 
indeed as he could not havh, any wher out of his own Patriarchate. 
This ſeems to me to be uhdeniablf from the following Paſlage, 
which is alſo in all the CopieNLargef and Smaller: (c) I give thanks to 
"God, through Jeſus Chrift, that # godd Conſcience among you; and 
"hat no one can boaft rither priv or openly that I have been burden- 
eme to any Man, either in # ſmall fatter or @ great one, Than which 
Words there cannot be deſir d gNter Sign of 1gnatins's Power and 
Authority in this Church of iN. . hs 
„ (a.) The whole Tenor, ayft all thy Circumſtances of the Epiſtle, 


do beft agree to the Cilician fhiladelp s, or to a Church under n 


vu Juriſdiction, and to th Stile, Nxute, and Contents of thoſe 
Epiſtles which alone belogg to Places, nd to a Perſon under the 
tioch, and to Hero; which 
-hail be hereafter -prov' to be Genuine Mſo. Thus when Ig iu 
elſrwhere (a) names the Biſhops, Oneſimus of Bpheſus, Damas of Magneſes, 
-Poljbius of Tralles, Pol: of Smyrna, and Xitxs of ſome City near 
the Biſhop of this Philedelphis, tho he ſpeaks 
an he does the Biſhop oN Tarſus, of whom he 


of him ; no more 


: #ifo ſpeaks. Thus when he inſiſts much on Dipneftical Duties in his 


Shorter Epiſtles rp Tarſus, and to Antioch, and but a little in thoſe 


Longer ones to the other Churches; he here àularges upos them 


particularly, and indeed more than any whery elſe. Thus does 


ke here ſeem t uſe greater Freedom of Exhorta Non, and to write 
more in the way of Authority, than he does elſe where to any, bur 


thoſe under hie own JuriſdiQion ; and indeed ſtill Fems to addreſs 
himſelf to them in a Stile more affectionste and famYiar, and with 


fewer Comphendations than he does to any Foreign Chürches. Thus 


* WW 


* 


e SH. 6. (5) Seft.7. (e) $8.6. (4) 4d Epb. N. 1, 2, 2 
Ad Magfeſ. Sect. 2. Ad Trall. Sect. 1. Ad Smyrn. Sect. 12. 


| | Ad P lyc. 
paſſim. [Ad Heron. Set 8 Set. 1. AdfTarſ. Se. 8. Sed. 4. Cee 
SeF. 41 with ad Tarſ. Sect. 9. ad Antioch. Sect. 11. 2 4%1 
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Eyiſtles of TGNATtUS. 
does-fie more particularly ciution theſe (a) Philadeiphiins it 
dangexous Hereſies of thoſe Times; particularly againſt the 


of Sa:oFninus the Aicha Hefetick, than he does any o 
Church; (vhich were not ſo much under bis Care And were in- 


ied deed noQ\fo near the Infection of that Heretick ;) we ſhill here» 
toy after obſexve. Thus does he (5) ſpeak here of th Sacred Records, 
+ or Apoſtol\ck Conſtitytions, more direQly and fyſiy than any where 
5 elſe, as beloyging pecaliatly to Biſhops, and Mad up in their Sacred 
5. Archives : Nay, and exhorts theſe Phiſadilbhſas/ to be content with 
de the Pubiick Goſpels 3 as Vf this Church had not thoſe Conſtitutions 
repoſited in thely, whichyet were repoſifed in the _— Philedel- 
pbis. Thus he (& expects is ChurehAhould chuſe a Biſbop to go tb 
Antioch, as ſome of the neardſt Churphits had already done j while he 
never deſires the Mer ick Churchegto dd ſo, Thus he (4) ſpeaks of 
Phils a Deacon of CMeia, and off rgathopes a Deacon of Sym as of 
thoſe that gave Teftimbyy to thy Church of Philadelphisy.. which er- 
atly agcees to the Ci lien, Hut not ſo well ro the Aga Philaael- 
phia z with which laſt thẽ ¶Deacons could ſearce have any Concern. 
Nay, (e) he ſrems to imp y Nthat he had formerly ſent thbſe Dbacons . 
thither; and that tho' te By of this Church had entertaineil them 
kindly, yet that ſum/Membe N thereof had treated them otherwiſe x 
For whoſe Repentyſice and P& don he here heartily wiſnes. And 
he alſo concludes he whole, vit informing them how kindly cf) tie 
had been taken gdre of by tie Chilkghes of Epheſus and Sm 5: 6nd 
hid had Barbi a Deacon ent jointly by them with him to b tu 
miniſter to him ; by whom he ſent che EpiſHts he now t fm 
that place :/ Which Account, and ail he | foregoing Particulart art 
much moe natural, if referr'd to the GM\cimn, than tb the n p. 
lan- ph, And I ſuppoſe, thoſe that MMI be fore'd th allbw that 
this Eylſtle was ſent. not to the latter, burp the former City, ind 
by Conſequence that the 3 Copy ot it alone Genuine. will 
ng doubt bur the reſt of the Larger Copies ar one Genuine alſu. 


© VIA I hall now confider the Natare of the SinillE7 Epikler 


hell ſhe t they,are Exrrpt?; pr Abridgmines of t er; thak 
FC obs Sade for the Uſes of, Orthodoxy after 
the Fatal Alteration of the Faith was began in the Fourth Centhry: 
And ſhall enquire more exactly ar whar Time, and by whom they 


were made. All which I hall do under the following Obfervi» 


tions. n 
6 — 1 — voy ——— "FX. — 4 . . 
(e) $-8. X (4) SH. V. 9- (i) Ste c r . 
with Can. J. Vect. 10, Se, 11. id. 7 
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28 A Diſſertation upon the 
(). I obſerve, that theſe Smaller Epiſtles are an Extre# or an 
Abridgnient of the Larger. This is very pjaj n the Compariſon: 
Aud I have therefore printed both tiſẽ C af th might 
be the betten able to judge himſelf of this al the like Matters fair- 
ly all the way. The Words of the Larger, where they are ſhort, 
and not inconſiſtent with the Purpoſe of the Abridger,” are com- 
_y ſer down verbatim in the Smaller: But where they are Large, 
or belong to any Matter not agreeable to his Purpoſe, they are com- 
monly quite omitted.” The Citations, whether from the Apoſtolical 
Conſtitutions, or even f. om the known Books of the New Teſta. 
ment, are generally omitted alſo z which certainly could not be ſo 
in thoſe Original Sermons, or Religious Exhortations of Ignatius, 
which Euſebiu informs us theſe Epiſtles were generally derived from. 
So that we muſt allow the Smaller to be only an Epitome, inſtead of 
ſappoſing the Larger to be Interpolations ; unleſs we will imagine, 
that [enatiw's Days were like ours; when Diſcourſes, even from the 
Pulpit, are frequently ſtil'd Sermons, while yet there are no Quota- 
tions from the Sacred Books of our — at all; perhaps ſcarce 
any either Doctrines, Duties, or Motivs, proper and peculiar to 


Chriſtianity concern d therein. But certaigly this Heatheniſh Cu- 


ſtom was not ariſen ſo early in the Church ; nor were bare Human 
l 1 Prophane Authprity of any value then in Divine 

Matters. When indeed little but Sacred "Teſtimonies, with 
plain Inſtructions, avd ſerious rtations from them, appear'd in 
the Sermons made in the ſolemn Aſſemblies of the Faithful. And 
that theſe Shorter Epiſtles are no more than an Epitome, appears ſtill 


- Farther by the Omiſſion of ſuch Paſſages as, of all the reſt, ſeem 


moſt peculiar to 1gnativs, and could not probably be written by any 
body but himſelf. Of this Sort are theſe Words to the Epheſians : 
I= On whoſe Account I rejoice excerdingly,and have the Honour by thu Epiſtle 
2 to the Saints which are at Epheſus, the Faithful in Chrift Jeſus ; 


ee 


me Sort ale theſe that follow in the ſame Epiſtle ; | 


(b) 1 am ene delivered up to Death; the leaft of all theſe who have been pur to 


And not unlike to thoſe is this following Alluſion to the particular 
Doctrine of the Antiochian Heretick Saturninss;, who aſſerte d Two 
Kinds of Men, Good and Bad, made by thoſe Angels to whom he 
aſcrib'd the Creation of the World: Of which he ſays thus; (c) 1 do 
wot ſpeak of different Natures of Mankind, &c. Theſe and the like Ex- 
amples ſeem to me plain Signs, that Part of the Genuine Epiſtles 
are left out in the Smaller; and that by Conſequence they are no- 
thing more in their own Nature, than an- Abridgment. 

2 » Fo. 


— — 
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(s) Sed. 9 Ebb. I. 1. (6) Secf. 12, (e) Ad Magneſ. Seck. 7 k 
| 2. 


death fer Chrift ; from the Blood of Righteous Abel, te h Blood of Ignatius. 
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(2) I obſerve, in Confirmation of the former Aſſertion, that 
hoſe Two Epiſtles, and thoſe ex/y, which were ſent on quite different 
Deſigns from the reſt, and which were not drawn from any Sermons 
pr Religious Exhortations to the Churches, and ſo did not origi» 
ally contain the ſame Account of the Chriſtian DoQrines, nor 
qually quote the Conſtitutions and the Scripture with the reſt, have 
he leaſt — or Omiſſions of any: I mean that to — Roe 
mant, and that to Polycarp; as is very eaſy to note upon the LCompae 
iſon. This Obſervation at once proves, that the Smaller Reif 
re no other than an Abridgment ; and no other than an 
bridgment alſo. For ſurely theſe Two Epiſtles were capable 
nough of Addition and Interpolation, had that been the Caſe here ; 
but becauſe there is no Sign that it was ſo, and becauſe theſe Epiſtles 
e y Nature and Occaſions, had little that offended 
h ,"out Abridger had little Cauſe to make Alterations 
herein, I deſire the Admirers of the Smaller Epiſtles to give a clear 
\ccount of the viſible Difference there is in this Matter between 
thoſe Two _—_— and the other Five. 

(3.) I obſerve farther, that if the Three Additional Epiſtles be 
— — is no _ wy doubt — — — * — bei 
plainly Larger Sort; and o ote the Scripture, a 
the Conſtitutions, and favour n and do never 
appear to have had any of the Smaller Sort to correſpond to them. 
Nay, if we ſhould ſuppoſe them not to be Genuine, yet, being by 
II Tokens exceeding Ancient, they will imply that their Author, 
when he ſo exactly imitated Ignatius, and had a mind to paſs for him, 
ounterfeited the Larger Epiſtles only ; as knowing then of no other 
genuine Copy of them, The fame is in like Manner confirm'd by chat 
plainly Spurious one to the Philippians ; (to ſay nothing of the 
groſſer Forgeries beſides; ) which ſeems to me very Ancient alſo ; 
nd is in Imitation of the ſame Larger Epiſtles only. This Obſer= 
ation, as well as the foregoing, is of no ſmall Weight and Conſi- 
aeration in the preſent Argument. 


(4.) I obſerve, which is rincipal Thigg of all, that theſe 
Smaller Epiſtles are dire& y,Orrhodox Extras, or made for the Uſes 
f Orthodoxy after the Fatal Alteration of the Faith was begun in 
ae Fourth Century: When the Corrupters of-the Original Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, were in ſuch mighty Want for Ancient Teſtimoaies 


to ſupport their Novel Notions and Decrggs ; and when ſo great a 
2810 be em- 


Part of the Writers on the Side of the 

ploy'd in Abridging, Corrupting, and Interpolating the Original 
Books of our Religion. For now it was that either New Texts of 
Scripture were fram'd, or the old ones Alrer'd and Interpolated by 
the Arhanafians ; inſomuch, that there are very few Texts in the 
whole New Teſtament, upon which thoſe Controverſies do much 
depend, but there is ei ber a Certainty ot ſtrong Suſpicion that they 
have been otherwiſe read, ſince the Fourth Century, than they were 
e. 


10 A Diſſertation upon the. | 
before; For which I appeal to Dr. “s ineſtimable Collectſon of 
the various Readings. And I therefore beg of the Honeſt and Chri- 
tian Readers, that in Diſputes of this Nature they take care ever to 
diſtinguiſh between thaſe Copies, Verſions, and Citations, which 
are Ancienter than Atbavafiw, and thoſe which are later; if they de- 
fire to go on ſure Groungs , and would really know what were the 
Original Words of the Sacred Pen- men themſelves, as to theſe Mat- 
„ Now alſq was it, that the Conſtitutions of the Apoſtles were 
5 . and alter d for the Uſes of the Church of Erbiapis; aud 
++ thar, I think, by or under —_—_— bimſelf: And therein all that 
Chriſtian Faith which was againft his Modern Orthodoxy, was en- 
tirely omitted. and che reſt moſt injudjcioufly and aukwardiy Epito- 
miz'd, Which miſerable Abridgmene is ſtill entire in Erhiopick (aq, 
and Part of it preſerv'd in Greek to this Day, Now je was that theOri- 
ginal Liturgy of Chriſtians was alſo alter'd, and made to comply 
wick the latter or Arbanafan Doctrine of the Frinity ; and that by 
no leſs Perſons than Bafl and Cbryſiſtom And the Apoſtles Greed 
and Doxology themſelves were alter d to the preſent Form, to con- 
front the 4rians, Now were Athanaſius, Euſebius, Vercellenſis , Ryffi- 
ww, Jerom, Hilary, and others employ'd in tranfcribing ſo much out 
of Origen and Euſebius, thoſe truly Learned Men of the old Chriſtian 
Perſuaſion, as might ſupply the Neceſſities of their Party, without 
the Danger of loſing their Orthodoxy in the Peruſal either of the 
Originals, or of entire Franftations. For great Care was taken to 
clear them all along of their old Chriſtianity in theſe Matters, and 
to make them not inconſiſtent with the Athanaſian Scheme. Nay, 
this Management ſoon became ſo common, and of ſuch good Repu- 
tation, that it was rather pleaded for as meritorious. Hear Ferom's 
own Words upon this Occafion, when ſome blam'd him for coming 
intoſuch a Practice: If therefore, ſays he (6), 1 have tranſlated what u 
good, and have either cut off, or alter d, or omitted what u bad, am I to 
be therefore blam'd ? while hereby the Latins enjoy the Benefit of what 1 
good in Origen , and are not acquainted with what s bad? If thisbe a 
Crime, Hilary the Confeſſor, is to be blam'd alſo , who has tranſlated his 
Expoſition upon the Pſalms, and Homilies upon Job, I mean, out of Greek 
into Latin. Euſebius of Vercellæ, his Fellow Conf:ſſor muſt be look'd on 
as culpable alſo , who tranſlated Euſebius of Cœſarea the Heretick's entire 
Comments u;0n the Pſalms into our Language; altho he omitted the hereti- 
cal Paſſages, and on(y franſlated what was really valuable 1 ſay nothing 
of Victorinus of Poitiers, of the reſt who have followed Origen, and 
expreſi d his Notions ; while they did fo only as to his Expoſitions of the 
Scripture ; left it ſbould ſeem as if I did not ſo much aim to defend my ſelf, 


(a) Ludolph Comment. in Hiſt Ethiop. L III. c. 4 Num. 30 Sed. 
16, Oc. (6b) Adv. Vigilant. Op. Tom, Il. p. 312, 313. Edit, Eraſm. 
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Epiſites of Tawar Tus. 31 
4 te ſearch out for ¶ lam: in my Wickedneſt, Now alſo it was, that 
the ignopags ob bus d or Anathematiz'd the ſame more 
Learned Ten, and Evſebius ; and thoſe truly extraordinary 
Perſons, who A their own Times were juſtly look d upon by the 
Church as the greateſt Lights ſhe had, could ſcarcely afterward ba 
eſteemed Chriſtians. Now it was that Anthony, that great h 
an, introduc'd his Novel Scheme of Ignorance and Monkery into 
Egypt; and there either pretended to, or really pecform'd thaſe(s)Wann 


ders of a Lye , which wrought frong Deleſun-, and Eſtabliſh'd GI m 
there beyond Recovery. An Account of which Miracles g 


A hauaſius has given us; ſuch an one as I believe cloys the Stamach 
of all the truly Learned and Judicious that read it. Now alſo did 
Gregory Nyſſen, or ſomebody under his Name, tell us ſtrange, and till 
then unheard-of Monde s of Gregory of Neocaſares; and among the 
reſt, of — given to him by Jobs the Evangeliſt, 
and the Virgin Mary, tb confront the Apoſtles Creed, and other moſt 
Ancient Confeſſions of the Chriſtian Faith; which did not ſeem fa» 
vourable enough to the preſent Doctrines of the Church. And now, 
I * = was that the Genuine Epiſtles — hn * — — 
per fe &ly abridg d, and wic int lated ; as being themſelves 
moſt plainly for the 2 ihe Athanaſian ; and appealing 
ſo often to the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, thoſe moſt Sacred a,‘ 
of Chriſtianity, which lay in the Archives of the Apoſtolical Chur: 
ches, as unconteſtably on the ſame Side alſo. And that this was the 
true Occaſion in general of this Forgery, for ſo I make bold to call 
it, is very plain, by thoſe Omiſſions, thoſe numerous and remarka- 
ble Omiſſions made in the Smaller Copies. Which Paſſages arg 
commonly fo home and decretory _ the Athanaſians, that no 
Wonder this Athanaſian Abridger left them out; tho they generally 
contain d nothing but the plain and undiſputed Language and Expreſ- 
ſions of moſt Primitive Chriſtianity. Iuſomuch that, excepting his 
once dropping the Words, i bleſſed for ever, apply d to our Sa- 
Viour in the Larger Copy, and not iaſerted into the Smaller, proba» 
bly from his general Rule of omitting the Citations from the Con- 
ſtitutions (4), of which this is one; I do not remember any hereto 
relating omitted in the whole, but ſuch as ſeem to favour the Ariens, 
and to condemn the Arhanaſians. But that I may not ſcem to pro- 
nounce Sentence without ſufficient Evidence, I will now produce 
other more certain Characters, that this Smaller Copy was deſign'd 
againſt the Arians ; by alledging Paiſ+ges peculiar to the ſame Smal- 
ler Copy, and ſo interpolated on purpoſe to ſerve the Cauſe of the 
Athanaſians againſt them. Of which Matter take the Inſtances fol- 


lowing. 


7 TT. 9. 1 
(a) 2 Theſ ii. F 40 vill c. 13. 2. 404. 
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(..) Theſe Smaller Epiſtles moſt frequenely change the other cont» 
moner Names of our Saviour into God; as if they would in a man- 
ner equal him to the Supreme God himſelf Thus, (=) 7 glorify Je- 


fas Chrift, who is God. As the Mini ſters of God , that is chris By the 


Will of the Father, and of Jeſus Chrift our God. Being Follower: M. God ; 
and flirring up your ſelves by the Bloid of God. Being God in the Fleſb. 
Our God was carried in her Womb by Mary. Being in — wy God, 


"who is Jeſus Chriſt. In Jeſus Chriff our Ged. For our God Jeſus Chriſt. 
Dieſides others, where one would think this Abridger meant Chriſt 
by the word God, ſingly and abſolutely taken; ſuch as, (6) Fare» 


well in the Grace of God. That the Marriage may be according to Gad. It 
enjoys God for its Shepherd inflead of me. bat can be the Meaning of 
ſo often changing the uſual Words, and ſo frequently calling 
Chriſt God ; ſo much more frequently, I mean, than the Scriptures, 
or any other Remains of the Apoſtolical Age do; but to ſerve the 
Turns of the Athanaſians, who were then buſy in — the Di- 
vinity of our Bleſſed Saviour above the Ancienter Chriſtian Do- 
Arine in that Matter? Now this cannot in Reaſon be ſuppos'd to be 
_— in the Larger Epiſtles; ſince they ſtill call our Saviour God, 
as often, and in the ſame manner -as the Firſt Chriſtians did; but 


mult be Interpolation in the Smaller : And ſo muſt , in all Probabi- 
lity , have been deſign'd r the Purpoſes of the 4:bM aſians in the 
er 


Fourth Century. 

(2) The ſame $ Epiſtles not only ſeveral times avoid the 
Ancient Language about the Holy Ghoſt , as it is contain'd in the 
Larger, but thrice directly omit that undoubted Expreſſion of the 
Church, (e) I» the Holy Ghoſt, Which very well agrees with the 
Athanaſiant, when they chang d the Original Doxology in that 


Age. 

(3.) Theſe Smaller Epiſtles have plain Marks of the Atbanaſſan 
Doctrine of the Trinity, by introducing twice, very cloſely and 
needleſly, theſe Words; (4) In the Son, and in the Father, and in the 
Spirit; with the ſame Particle to each Perſon. And the Son in the 

rit Place. And, To Chrift, and to the Father, and to the Spirit, with 
the ſame Article to every one, and the Son again in the firſt Place : 
While all thoſe Noble Texts in the Larger Copy , where the Three 
Divine Perſons are diſtinctly enumerated, with proper Hints of the 
due Subordination and Inferiority of the Son and Spirit, are entire- 
ly omitted. And thoſe laſt mentioned Words of theirs follow ſuch 


_ 
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(a) Ad Smyrn. Sect. 1. to. Ad Epheſ. Pref. & Sef. 1. 7 Se.18. Ad 
Trad. Set.) Ad Rem, Pref. & Sed. 3. (b) Ad Smyrn Se. 11 Ad Polyc. 
Se. 5 A1RM $A, g. (e) Ad Eph. Scct. 21, Ad Rom. Se. 8. 
Ad | bilad. SH. 11, (4) Ad Magn ſ. SeB. 13. 
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which Words, tho' capable of a true Senſe, yet ſeem here to refer 
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others, as plainly ſhe w the ſame Deſign : Be ſubjc# to your Biſhop, and 
te one — as Feſus Cbriſt ta the Father, according to the Fleſh, and 
the Apofilts beth to Chriſt, and to the Father, and to the Spirit Whence 
came the Words according to the Fleſb in this Place? ſince they are not 
in even the Larger Copy but to — againſt chat ancient and un- 
doubted Chriſtian rine, that Chriſt, even as to his Divinity, 
was ever Obedient to his Heavealy Father; Which began now to 
be difreliſh'd by the Arhanaſian:: and to bring in the Holy Spirit 
in common with the Father and the Son, as the Lord, and , an 
Governor of Chriſtians ; contrary to all the firſt Books of our Reli- 
gion beſide. 2 Ws 

(4.) Theſe Smaller Epiſtles (a)do not only leave out all that Noble 
Teftimony in the Larger, which ſhews that the Son of God had no 
Human Soul, and that the Word inſtead thereof inhabited in a Hu- 


man Body, but their Author pps ip one Paſſage , as it were on 
: a hriſtian Notion: For ſo Cob 


poſe, co contradict that 
afſert of our Saviour, T was a (b) compleat or perſec Man; 


tothe later Notion of a Human Rational Soul in Chriſt, contrary to 
the Original Doctrine of the Goſpel, Theſe Four Characters do 
plainly enou wy that cheſs Sr: Epiſtles were intended 
agrinſt rhe | for chagUrthodoxy which aroſe in the Fourth 
— ; Ind that under the Conduct chiefly of Marcellus and Atha- 
thensfixs. But then, they do not diſtinctly ſhew who was their Au- 
thor; at what exit Time they were forg'd ; nor whether their 
Compiler belong'd more properly to Marcella: or to Athanaſius, For 
tho' theſe Two Hereticks were all along intimate Friends, and joint 
bitter Enemies to the Arian,; nay, and in the main, of the very 
ſame Doctrine in theſe Matters z yet were they eſteem d fo far ſepa- 
rate Men, and their reſpective Followers ſeparate Parties ; and did 
uſe ſome ſuch different Phraſes, Terms of Art, and Diſtinctions, 
that while the one has commonly paſs'd in the later Ages for a perni» 
cious Hergtich, the other has been eſteem'd the grand Fountain and 
Standard of Orthodoxy ; becauſe the Phraſes, Terms, and Diſtincti- 
ons of the one fell tothe ground, and were rejeted ; while thoſe of 
the other prevail'd in the following Ages, and did th rely become Or- 
thodor. Now in this Caſe I venture to affirm, that the Smaller Epi- 
ſtles have moſt plain Characters of the peculiar DoQrines, Phraſes, 
and Language of Mercellus ; and ſo were, in all probability, com- 
d or extracted by him, or ſome of his peculiar Followers, At 
„if Fthonsſius, or any of his peculiar Followers did it, it muſt 
have been before there was any conſiderable Difference in rheir No- 
tions and Language in theſe Matters. Now that we may know the 
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( 44 Philadelph. Seck. 6, & Ad Stmyrn, Sed 4. 
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34 A Diſſertation upon the. 
"real Opinions of Marcellus, I ſhall not only refer to diſtin 
in the Margin, but ſhall here give the Reader an Autheneick 
count of them, and that in the Words of the Learned L 
the principal Patron of this Marcellus in our Age. () New let ns, 
ſays he, produce ſuch Paſſages out of Euſtbius, who wrote again Mar- 
.Cellus,' »s: ate proper to inform us in the nature of Matcellns's Hereſy. 
(He ſays then, that Marcellus Opinion was this, that the Word wa: ſilerit 
in the Father before the Creation ; that he was One with God the Father, 
Eternal, Everloſting, Unbegotren ; and this ſo far, that the Father and 
Sen, though they be difftrent in name indeed, yet in Efſence and Subſtance 
are One Being, as Sabellius aſſerted. And farther, that this Word he- 
Fore his Emiſſion was like to our Word when we are ſilent, but chat when he 
i ſent forth for Operation he is like our Word ben we are ſpeaking. 
Moreover, that that Word when it took Fl:ſb was then made the Son of 
Coed, was called Chrift Jeſus, and hai the Title of @ King, as 1 that of 
-#he Image of the inviſible God, and the Firſt-born of every Creature. 
: But that nothing of all this had any Exiſtence before, and thatall this will 
ceaſe after the Day of Judgmennt; and that he n a meer Word like to that 
F Man, but not the living and ſubſiſting Son of God ; and that he was 
got the Image of God before he was made Man. He ſays that Marcel. 
us dener the real Exiſtence, Subſiſtence, er ſubſtantial Being of the 
Son of God 5 and affirm? that he is mo more than the meer Word of God, 10 
Perform bisInjunBions : As alſo, that Marcellus, who'imveys againſt Sa- 
bellius #s really of his Opinion, while be ſays the Father and the Word ave 
One Being, and that he Uenies' the T hree Subſtances, and ſpeaks f 
One Subſtance diſtinguiſh'd into Three Perſons, and Three Names. 
This is Euſebiws's Account of the Matter, and well agrees with the 
other Original Accounts beſide. Where, by the way, we may ſee 
how very near our Modern Orthodoxy is to the infamous Hereſies 
of Sabellias and Marcellus. I defire Dr. Cave, Dr. Allix, and the 
other Learned among the Orthodox, to ſhew us plainly and Tlearly 
the Difference between them. But let us now prove, that theſe ve. 
ry Do&rines, every one of theſe very Dofrines of Marcellus are con- 
ta ind in thefe Smaller Epiſtles ; and that in ſuch parts of them as are 
peculiar to them, and not taken out of the Larger, nay in dire& Op- 
poſition to the Doctrines contain d in the Larger. And, 
- (1) We have already ſeen that theſe Small Epiſtles are directly 
Jevell'd againſt the Arian- all along. Now Marcellus is well known 
to have been a violent Enemy to, and Writer againſt the Arians. 
* (2.) Marcellus aſſerted, that Chriſt was God's bare Word, firſt 
Silent, and then Yecel, that there was a Silence im God before his 
Emiſſion ; and that he did in a particular Manner proceed out of 
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(a) Diatrib. de Cauſ. Marcel. ap. Collect. Nov. Tom. II. Prefat. p. 55. 
Contr. Marcel. KL I. 6. I, 2. — 6. C. 4 P. 19, 29, 27. L. IL 6. I, P. 32. 
x C. 2. P 39. 41, 42. God ; 
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— Wel. that this Word. was lied gt only 
92775 but 5 . This we have alſo formerly ſeen is the 

u ptoſi Sabine of theſe Smaller EpiſYes, and that in a Paſſige ei- 
— with Approbstiog by Mareells;'s. Liens riend Abena, So that 
their ines q are. very muck the ſame, ſince they both 
agreed. that our 28 was Eternal and Unbegorten. 

(5 } Meral: aſſerted 
the Se of God, the, Regottew 090. 74 every Cra 
tave, till bis Lacamation by the 53 ever ſup- 
'd in the Smaller Even 4 2s we R now cet tho 
is allow'd to be is the Father, 14 it was not till the late 
of the World, when he appcer one of him. Nur do theſe 
matter Epiſtles give us the leaſt Sign of any Sonſhip or Genf 
till the I«cernetion,, And tis worth obſerving, how nicely the Abrid- 


yer r.avoids 355 koown Doctrine to the contrary all along; while yet 


Larger Epiſtles. which he abridg'd, do every where ſpeak of by 
_— before the World. But this has been formerly (4) ob- 
v 
(6) Marcellus fake: of a particular (hb) Union between Chriſt and 
bs Father 3 as 15. were nene Wen 
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36 4 Diſſertatim aon tb 
him, This is alſo the expreſs Doctrine bf theſe Smaller Epiltles : 
(s) New after bis Riſurri®ion be did tat and drink with thin, 5 043: 
Fliſh; althe' 41 to his Spirit he war nne to the rarer (B). Ar therefore the 
Lord dig mithing without the Father being waited ro" him. (e) He exifts 


in One,” (a) Being in the Father, © © © per! 
* — nt this 
im again, 


(7) Marcellus aſſerted, that after the 


( Word, which was in God at firſt, would rerum into 


and bagoly E, a3 it was before, his inward or filent Word; and no 
Jon > diſtin& from him: Which time therefore was to put an 
to the Incarnation, to the Kingdom, and to the very diſtin 
Exillence of the Son of God for ever. A obſerve, 
chat that Paſſage in the () Larger Epiſtles, which ſpeaks of the 
Perpetnity of our Saviour's Kingdom, and that it ſhould have 0 
End, is entirely omitted in the Smaller. And the ſame Notion is 
plain. from their expreſs Words already cited, He . in One; an 
is returned to Ons. Theſe Particulars plainly ſhew, t r Abrid 
was Marcellus himſelf, or one of his Followers, And 'i 
the very bad Character of this Man in Hiſtory ; and (g) Euſebruss 
Charge againſt him, of corrupting or — Ber the Scriptures 
themſelves, we ſhall not think him uncapable of ſuch a Villany as 


this 18. 18 ; : RO, a , ' 

And now if, after all, any one defires to know about what time in 
the Fourth Century, I ſuppoſe, theſe Smaller Epiſtles to have been 
fram'd: Tanſwer, not till after . D. 345. or the Death of the great 
Euſebius; during whoſe Life-time ſuch ignorant Hereticks 28 Mor 
celus were leſs conſiderable ; arid yet ſeveral Years before 4 D. 359. 
when they are quoted as then known by Au ß. 

Corollery. From this laſt Branch of the preſent Propoſition it ap- 
Years to be certain, that Euſebius's Copy of Ignatins's Epiſtles was the 

arger only. For (b) Zuſebius, as we have ſeen, expreſly reckons 
thoſe Epiſtles as Noble Atteſtations and Teſtimonials to the True 
Original Faith of Chciſtians. *Tis alſo certain, that accordingly 
the Larger Epiſtles do agree with that Ancient Doctrine, as under. 
ſtood by Eaſebus; and are all along on the Side of Euſebiw : And 
"tis as certain, that the Small Ones are ſo far from that Character, 
that they contain exactly theſe very Doctrines which Euſebius efteem'd 
highly pernicious and heretical ; and againff which he wrote five Books, 
Nill extant, in the Caſe of Mercellzs. The Conſequence is eaſy. 
Nor do I ſee how the Force of this Corollary, I had almoſt ſaid:of 


this Demonſtration, can be fairly anſwer'd by any. 
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(4) 4d Smyrn.SefF.3. (b) 4dMagneſ. Se. 7. (c)Ibid. (4) AdRom. Sect. 3. 
(e) L.1.C.1.p.6. IL. II. C. 1. p. 32, 33, 34 C. 2. p. 41,42. C. 
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Epiſtles of IGNATIUS. 37 
* 0 2 5 $5 46 4 Pd 1 
E. ſhall now, in the laſt Place, give my Reaſons, why I 

eſteem the Three. Epifiles to Tarſu, to Antioch, and to Here to be Gee 
nuine alſo, as well as che other Seven. Were 

(1.) Their Stils, Genius, and Compoſition are ſo much the ſame 
with choſe of the Larger Epiſtles, that one cannot well allow of the 
one Sort, without approving of the other alſo. And if there be + 
any Difference here, tis rather to the Advantage of theſe before 

us; as having rather more Citations from the Scripture, and from 
the Apoſtolica] Conſtitutions; more particular Inſtructions as to 
Doctrine; and more ſerious Exhortations to Chriſtian, n 
to Domeſtical Duties, than any but that to Philadelpbis: Whi 
Things are not at all ſurprizing; conſidering what Churches, and 
what Perſon they were written co © All in ſome meaſure under the 
peculiar Authority and Juriſdiction of Ignatia, 1M 

(2.) The Places te which Two of theſe Epiſtles are inſcrib'd, Tor- 
ſus and Antioch ; and the Perſon to whom the Third is inſcrib'd, Hero, 

in:s's Deacon, who be earneſtly deſif'd might be his Succeſſor, 
are more unlikely to be forgotten by him than almoſt any of thoſe 
to which the other Seven Epiſtles are directed 

(3.) The Place whence they are dated, Philippi, is agreeable to the 
Hiſtory z fince his own Words inform us, (#) that he was to ſail to 
Neapolu, the ready Road to Philipp. And if fo, tis no wonder, that 
as he had done before at Smyrna and Treat, he alſo wrote Epiſtles at 

Philippi. Nay, the Letters thence to Polycarp, and Polycarp's An- 
ſwer do ſeem to me to infer that he did write theſe Epiſtles at that 
Place. For, N 
(4.) Pelycarp himſelf, in his Epiſtle to the (5) Philippians, owns the 
Receipt of ſome what = valuable from them: Having received the 
Tokens of your true love. [The Latin and Coherence imply that to be 
the true Reading of the Greek ] Now what can theſe Pledges, or 
Tokens, or Memorials of true Love be ſo well ſuppos d to be, as theſe 
Epiſtles of Ignatius, dated fiom Philippi, and now ſent to 22 ? 
And this is ſomewhat the more probable, becauſe they in Return 
deſire the reſt of J1g»#tiv:'s Epiſtles to be ſeat them: And they wore 
ſent by Polycarp to them accordingly. 

(5.) At the Concluſion of this (c) Epiſtle of Polycarp we have, as 
far as I underſtand the Words, a dire# Mention of theſe Epiſtles, s 
juſt ſent to him from Philippi, and to be ſent to the Caf, whither 

hey were directed Both you and Ignatius have written 19 me, that if 
an one goes hence to Syria he may carry with him theſe Letters or Writings 
which are ſent from you What Writings or Letters ſens from Philipp, 
could both Ignatius and the Philippian: ſo properly deſire Polycorp to 
ſend away towards Syria, as theſe Three Epiſtles dated from Pþh7lip- 
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NF pi and all belonging to Syria or Tarſa- under its Jurifdition ? For 
1 Fake ge Nec Dendation bf — l Pt re. 
; mention d in the Epiſtle to N ro, as well os this Defire bf ſenatin to 
Polyc arp, to belong to the Philippianr,and( gaaι Letter now, and not 
- £0 Ignat fur S former Epiftfle from Troes : Since Iguntla: had nat chen 
committed them to Polyestp; oy thy we he.then d ſite Letters from 
Philipp} to be ſent zwiy, when he had nor ſeen Philipps; nor did 
| rhen expe} 'wo write Epiſtles frem that Plate at all 3745 appears by 
chat very Epiſtle to (6) Polycarp, Tit alſo worth our Notice, thut 
theſe Letters here mentioned were of ſuch 7. 1 hu het Poly. 


cap bad Thoughts of carrying them himſelf : fc) bib 1 wilt ds, 
if 1 tan Bight upon 4 ft ſeoftn ; either my i, or die 1 ſhall ſen 
#5 an Ambafſudvr about your Affairs. « N 23% 294d T 
Is.) There is an Eminent Chronologicsl CharaBer, which mightily 
confitms me in the Belief of the Genuineneſs of 'theſe Epiſtles ; and 
that is their never 177 # Biſhop of Philippr, whenice they are 
all dated; whereas the Spuridus Epiſtle to the Philippranedoes ; and 
any Counterfeic afterward, -who ſaw ſo very much about Biſhops in 
the reſt, would naturally have done. Now Philipp?i, us we know 
from (4) Polycarp's undoubted Epiſtle, had then no Biſhop * And 
ſeems to have'been the only Chureh which ſo late continued under 
che Government by Presbyters. At leaſt we have no Aſſurance of 
any other in the ſame Caſe then in the whole Chriſtian World. 
* '(7.) Polyrarp himſelf in his own Epiſtle, in Anſwer to that of this 
Church of Philippi ſeems to me rather more to — the very Deſign, 
Stile, and Language of theſe Three Epiſtles, than of any of the reſt; 
as if his Mind was full of the Notions and Phraſes therein contain'd: 
Thus ho nere ſtiles the Widows of che Church, (%) The Alter: of God, 
as the Epiſſle to Tarſur does, fromthe Conſtiturions. And other Al- 
luſions of this Nature the careful Reader will obſerve in his own 
comparing them together 
I.) The ſame Polycarp,” when he was near his Martyrdom, ſeems 
alſo directly to fefer to a peculiar and uncommon Expreſſion in the 
' Epiſtle to 4mrivch, where the Words ate theſe 3 : () Be ſubje# ro Cæ · 
for, in ſuch-things wherein ſubjeFion will not endanger your Innocence. 
Polycarp's Parallel Words are theſe :- (g) We art taught te pay Honour 
as uu fit to PPincipalitier and Powers that are Ordoined by Gd; ſo far 4 
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) Saturninus aſſarted, that the Father of Chriſt was unknown to all. 
1 was not the Maker of the We d, nor he that Moſes and the Pro- 
phets ſpake from under the Old Teſtament. This Doctrine (% is 
diſtinktly deſcribd and oppos d in theſe Epiſtles. Thus, (2) We 
know alſo that (e) Saturninus held, that our Saviour was not really 
born, had not a real Body, and did not really ſuffer, but that all was 
done only in Appeeraxce. This Doctrine is more ſpqken again. 
every where by [gnatius than any other; and particularly in (4 every 
one of theſe Three Epiſtles. Thus, (3) We know that the A 
lowers of (e] Saturninus abhorr'd Marriage, and the lawfyl U 
Women for the Procreation of Children. Accordingly ( ignatins 
bere cautions Hero againſt hs Do&cine. Thus, {4 ) We know 
that many of the Followers of (g) Saturninus would not eat the Fleſh 
of Animals. Againſt which Abſtinence Ignatius here alſo (b) cautions 
Hero. Thus, (s.) We know that ſome of the Followers of the 
ſame Saturninus (i) deny d the ReſurreQion of the Fleſh. Accord · 
ingly Ignatius cautions the Church of (t) Terſu: againſt that dangeroug 
Opinion alſo ; and afterwards confutes it in the ſame Epiſtle. This 
Ar I cannot but look upon as of great Weight in the preſent 
Caſe. Tis true, Ignatius never names Satur wins, in any of his Ten 
Epiſtles. But this is of no Conſequence ; fince he never names an 
of the Hereticks, but in that to Philadelphia: and never at all wi 
lingly. Nor does it appear that (I] Saturninus Hereſy had ſpread 
lo ach in ſs, as to make it neceſſary to name him to the Aftarick 

urches | 

(i.) The Obſcurer References and Alzſions do all along, and after 
ſome time the direct Quotatiogs do. allo belong to thele L as 
well as to all the reſt. Nay, if I havg rightly underſtood Polycarp 
above, their Authority will be not at all iaferior ro that of the other 
Seven; His Words implying more than a bare Quotation of them. 

(11.) Al the preſent kun MSS. but one; whether they be Greek 
or Latin; whether they be of the Larger or Smaller Epiſtles, do or 
did contain theſe Tags equally with the reſt ; even when ſome of 
them did not contain the . one to the Philippiant at the ſame 
Time; as we have formerly obſerv'd. 

(: 2.) To conclude.;- Theſe Three Epiſtles are ſo Pieus, Seriour, 
and Practical; are written in ſo,peculiar and affectionate a Manner 
as to Churches, and to à Perſon which Ignatius was nearly relat 
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()] Fu. L. I. C. 12. Epiphan. Hereſ. XXIII. Se. 1, p. 62. Theod, 
Heret. Fab. L. 1. C. 3. p. 194. (6b) Ad Tarſ Se. 2, 4. Ad Antioch. 
Se. 5. Ad Heron. Sef#, 2. (e) Iren. "Ibid. Tertul. de Preſcript, Heret, 
CXLVI. Fhilaſtr, in Saturn Epiphan Ibid. (d) Ad Tarſ Seck. 2, 3. Ad 
Ant ioch. Sect. 5. Ad Heron, Sect. 2. (e) Iren. Ibid, Epiphan. Ibid. Theode= 
rit. Ibid. () Ad Herem. Sect. 4. (g) Iren. Ibid. Epiphan. Ibid. Thec= 
derit. Ibid. (b) Ad Heron. Seck 1. (i) Tartwll, Ihid, (k) 4d Turſ. 
Sec. 2,7 (1) Vid. ad Smyrn, Set, 7, | 0 
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40 A Diſſertation upon be 

to, of whom he was taking his final Leave, and to whom he was 
imparting: his laſt Inſtructions: And they have ſo many Marks of 
Genuine Concern, intimate Friendſhip, and Paſtoral Care, that they 
ſeem nor eaſy to be imitated by a Counterfeit Author afterward. I 
believe the Pious Reader, who carefully peruſes theſe Larger Copies 
of the Epiſtles of Iguatint, will agree with me, that ſuch an un- 
affected Strain of Religious Care, Affection, Seriouſneſs, and an 
Heavenly Converſation, ſuitable to one going to Martyrdom, as 
runs through all theſe Ten, and particularly theſe Three Ep es 
before us, are by no means agreeable to the Temper and Character 
of an Impoſtor. 

Scholiam. We muſt here note, that the pretended Ancient Ad; 
= of the _—_— of Ignerixs are plainly Spurious and of no Au- 

ry. For, : 
(..) Their Stile and Compoſition is harſh, and ſtrange, and diſ- 
agreeable to all the certainly Genuine Remains of thoſe early Times; 
and only like the additionat Interpolations of the Smaller Copy. 
(2) They include the Smaller or Spurious Epiſtle to the Rewans 
— them; which yet has been prov'd to be no earlier than the Fourth 
entury. | ; N | 

(3 ) They are . diſagreeable to Chronology: As written 
Jorg after the Reign of Frejan, and at firft () aſcribing the Coming 
of Trajen to Antioch, and ſo Ignatius Condemaation to the NinthYear 
of Trajan, or to 4 D. 106. or at leaſt to the Beginning of 4 D. 107. 
and then at Iſt (5) attributing his Martyrdom to the Conſuls of 
A. D. 107. alſo. Whereas 'tis no prov'd that all this belong'd to 
4. D. 116. nine or ten Years afterwards; as is well known by 
Chrono!ogers. * | fed * 

(4) They directly contradi the Epiſtles themſelves, and direQly 
contradict Euſebiuss and Chryſoftem's Accounts alſo. For theſe Ads 
make all the Journey from (e) Seleucis, the Port of anti. cb, to Smyrna, 
and from thence to Tro, to have been by Ses + Whereas tis certain 
from the Epiſtle to the Romany, in both Copies, as well as from EN 
— and Chryſoftom, that it was perform'd, mainly at leaſt, by 
Lan : . IS.” . . = 

(s.) They are neyer mention'd by any of the Ancients for more 
than Six Centuries of the Church; i. e. not till thoſe ignorant Ages, 
when Forgery ind Interpolation over. ran Chriftendom. © a 
(6) Their Copies, Greek and Lotin, agree but ill together : And 
that belonging to the (4) Cogrom Library contains abundance of Traſh 
and Fables intermix'd : Yer does it want the concluding Branch, 
which is in the other (I he Dialogue between Trajan and Ignatius 
is not a litt]e to be ſuſpected; 2s are the Viſions or Dreams at the 
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Site. Inis , 48 
Conchufionz which: alſo apperr to contradif the foregoing Narra« 4} 
tion 3 and are therefore rejected by Dr. Gral: To ſay nothing of 

the modern Form of Doxology, wich the Holy Spirit „ occurring 
therein. Nor are there any Motives or Arguments, whether Inter» 
nal or External, to ballancę all theſe ſtrong Argumeats againſt them. 
In ſhort, — are ſo evidently Spurjous, that tis ſurpriziog to find 
ſuch Lea Men as Archbiſhop Uſber, Biſhop Pearſon, Dr. Gr 
and Dr. Smith owning them for Genuine. And I believe, that 
not the Smaller 4 — to the Remans, of which they were ſo 


- been therein preſerv'd, neither they nor any other Men of Learning, 


would ever have troubled themſelves about them. 


32 


Crrelary. Since theſe Acts are certainly Spurions this is 
Argument againſt the Smaller Epiſtle to t ans, wholly 
ing on them; and by conſequence” 3&it ws, the reſt of the 


Smaller Epiſtles alſo. 
Corolary ( 2.) Altho' the Smaller Epiſtles be themſelves Spurjous, 
yet are they ſo very much verbatim extracted from our preſent Large 
ones, and are ſo evidently little later than Euſebins' Days, that they 
are plain and Authentick Atreſtations to thoſe Large. we how 
have, whence they are deriv'd : Nay, they are ſuch unqueſtionable 
Evidences of their Verity, and of the Truth of our preſent Copies 
of them for the main; I mean that they are the very ſame which - 
were own'd and us'd in the Fourth Century, when E»ſcbius gave us 
an Account of them, as we rarely have for any other Ancient Wris 
tings wharſoever. A * 
Cored. (3) From the Gm. I add, the Sacred Authority of 
theſe Larger Epiſtles of Ignatius thus eſtabliſhed, we learn, that the 
Apoſtolical Conflitutions, even as, for the main, they ſtand in our 
feat _— are of the moſt-Sacred and Divine Authority: They be. 
ing till in theſe Epiſtles not leſs referr'd to and cited a Secred a 
Divine, than the other known Books of the New Teſtament. 
© Corel. {4.) The Faith of that part of the Chriftian Church, which 
the Nhaxdſians would call Arian, is alone the True, Od, Genuine Chet» 
an Faith ; founded on thoſe weft Sacred Conflitutions of the Spoftits 
themſelves ; and confirmed by the undediable Citations and Teſti- 
monies of our Apoſtolical Biſhop Ignatia: therefrom : And ſo is to 
be embraced by every Chriſtian. | e 
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"The Ep tle of be. to the Epbefoune. 


On P 1 1 ef 

bed 181 ,575; 

We, who + al Theophorus, To the Church which i at 
. - Epheſus ix Afia, deſerved Sued weſt happy, being bleſſtd by the Greatueſy 

and Fulneſs of God the Father, and predefiinared. before t hi World began, 
that it ſhould be always for an enduring and unchangeable Glory ; being 
1, aift united and chvſen through 2 —— Paſfion, by the i Gat the 
er and of ear Lord Jeſus or Conor. 4 Happineſs i 

weer an in by undefled tf. 


| Have heard of your meft deſirable Name in God, which you 
— have obtain'd by a —— dif] 390 according to the 
Faith and Love which, is in Chriſt Jeſus ou; Saviour. How 
that being Followers of the Love of Cod towards Man, and ſtirring 
up your ſelves by the Blood of Chriſt, you have perfect Aly accom- 
2 the Work that was proper and natural to you. For you have 
5 ed that I come bound from Yyris for the ſake of Chriſt,our co 
mon — Hopes | truſting through your Prayers to attain to fight _ 
Desſts at Rome ; that fo through Martyrdom I may become the our wh 
le of Him, (a) who gove himſelf to God an Offering and 8 Sacrifice for us. 
1 * therefore Receiv your N in the Nom of 
Hod, by One, one of unſpeakable Ys who.is your Bi 
Whom I pray you may love according to Chriſt Jeſus, and that kf 
of you may be like him, Bleſſed be God, who has granted you who 
n Favour to have lo worchy ei in 
ri 
I. Now as to our Fellow Servant Burrhue, who is ppp ona 
—— to God, and bleſſed in all. chin 6 1 pray _ 
he may continue vnblamable for the Honour of the Church, and 
es moſt bleſſed Biſhop. Crecay alſo, who is worthy bath of God and 
| (you, 'whom we have received a a Pattern of your Love to us, has 
in all things Refreſh'd me, () and bas nor been aſbamed of my Chain: As 
the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will Refreſh him, together with 
dene, and Burrkus, and Euplur, and Franto, in whom I have ſeen 
yo u all in Love. And may I always have Joy of you, if I ſhall be 
orthy of ir. It is therefore fitting that every way you ſhould glo- 
rify Jeſus Chriſt, who has glorified you; that by an united Obedi- 
ence you may be (e) perf. Hy joined together in the ſame Mind, and in the 
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js the 7. — and Guardian, Do ye each; Man of you join 40 make 
up one Choir 


tance ; How much mare muſt I think you happy, whodq 


The Epiſile of 1 0 NA ＋ us, CG. 3 
; ana may al ſpeak atk concerningithe ſame bt that 


fame 


* your Biſhop and his Presbytery, you. made entice 
11 2+ 44577 ih yok 10-520) 1904 bon 235d Vt THUN 
III. 1 do pot On things for you, ag. if. f were ſwe rent Pen 
ſon. Erg che I am for the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, Ham net 


yet perfect. For now I do but begin to be a Diſciple, and I pak 
10 J, in Eik, 10 kaftndion, in Nerience, 1 — 
by you, in Faith, in Inſtruction, in Patience, is 8 
Bur f raſmuch as Love Toes not ſuffer me to be ſilent towards you, 
therefore have I firſt taken upon me to exhort you, 8 ou would 
caglpire together ta obey the Will of God. For Je us Nad does 
all things according to the Will of his Father ; as Himſelf ſome. 
where faith; (a) 7 do always thoſe * that pleaſe hi. Wherefore 
We ought to Live according, to the Will of God in Chriſt, and to 
e as Paul did. (b) Be ye followers of me, ſays he, eur , atfo 
m of Chriſt. loco 1 5207 
"IV. Wherefore it will become you to agres-together-in-Compli. 
ance with the Biſhop's Will, who feeds you according to Cod. Which 
indeed you already do, as being inſtruded by the Spirit. For your 
3 the Fr worthy of God, is as exaflly. ſuited to their Bi. 


ſhop, as the Strings are to their Harp. Even ſo, being joined t 
ther in chat Unanimity and agreeing Affection, of which Jeſus Chri 


That . Concord; and having Ugi- 
on with God, you may become One in Unity and Conſent with God 
the Father, and his Beloved Son Jeſus Ohriſt our Lord. For, ſays 
He, (g) Grant te them, Holy, Father, that they be One in . as T 
ond Thou are Que. Wherefore it is profitable for you, being joined 
er in an unblameable Unity in Gd, tobe Followers Chrilt's 
Example ; whoſe Members alſo ye are. . 4 l 

V. For, if I, in this little Time, have had ſuch a Eamiliarity with 


your;Biſbop ; I mean this not of a Worldly, but Spiritual Acquain- 


on bim as the Church daes on the Lord Jeſus, and the Lord does on 
his God and Father? That ſo all things may agree in Unity. Lex 
no one deceive himſelf: If any one be, not within the Altar, he 18 
depriv'd of the Bread of God. For if the Prayer of One or Tg 
be 5 ſuch Force, that (4) Cbriſt himſelf Sands amg them, how much 
more will _e Frazer * — — — — — 
ing up with one Conſent to God, ranting af 
— in Chriſt ? He therefore that ſeparates him(2lF from 

and does not come together to the Society where Sacrifices are 
fered, to che (e) Church of the Firſt-born who are written in Hiaven, is 
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(a) Jie VII. 29. (0 1 Gor. XI. 1. 
9 Worth. XVIII. 20. 6 Heb, XII. 23. 
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24 Je Epiſtle of Io iu: 


» Walf in Sheep's-Cloathing ; while he makes a She w of that gentle 
Form. Do you, Beloved, take care to be ſubje& to your Biſhop, and 
ur Presbyters, and your Deacons. For he that is ſubje& to them, 
{. obetienc to Chriſt, who has ordained them. But he that is diſo- 
bedient to them, is diſobedient to Chriſt Jeſus : And he that is 
{#) difobedient to the Son, ſhall net ſee Liſe, but the Wrath of God abideth 
on bias; For he that ſubmits not to his Superiors, is ſelf- will d, and 
guarfelſdme, and proud. Now (5) Ged, ſays the Scripture, reffteth 
p — - but givech Grace to the humble. And again, The proud have 
Faun 19anſpreſs's The Lord alſo himſelf fays to the Priefts, (e) H. 
a Beaverh you, beareth me ; and he that heareth mt, heareth the Father 
thav' ſent mo. He thet deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me j and be thot deſpiſeth 
ne, pee him that ſent me. | 
% VI. The more therefore you ſee your Biſhop ſilent, the more do 
vou Reverenoe him. For whomſoever the Maſter of the Houſe ſends 
to govern his own Houſhold, we ought in like manner to receive 
him as we would him that ſent him. It is therefore evident that we 
aughe to look upon the-Brſhop even as we would do upon the Lord 
himſelf, while be ſtands before the Lord. For (&) one that looks care- 
about him, and-is diligent in his Buſineſs, muſt — before Kings, and 
we before flothful Men. And indeed Oneſtmur himſelf does greatly 
amt your good Order in God; that you all live a bir to 
the Truth, and thet no Hereſy dwells among you. Nor do you 
hearken to any one but to Jeſus Chriſt alone, the true Shepherd and 
Teacher. And you are, 8s Paul wrote to you, (e) One Body, and One 
Spirit; becauſe yon are calltd in one Hope of your Faith. Since therd i 
One Lara, One Faith, 228 One God and Father of all ; who is 
ever all, and through al, in all. Such are you, as taught by ſuch 
, > = with Paul, in whom Chriſt dwelt; and Timorhy the maſt 
it d . aſe be 
Il Bur there are fome very nau Perſons who accuftom 
themſelves to carry about the Name of -Chriſt in Deceit and Wick- 
— but ar the ſame time doing Things unworthy of God, and 
indulging themſelves in Things contrary-to the Doctrine of Chriſt ; 
ta their own Perdition, and the Perdition of ſuch as hearken to 
them: whom you are to avoid, as you would do ſo many wild 
Beaſts. For (J) the righteous Man, who avoids them , u ſaved for ever. 
[But (g) abe DefiruBion of rhe Ungidly u ſudden , and te be woe ad. 
Far they are (b) dumb Dig, that canner bark: But rave for Madneſs, 
and bite ſecretly. Whom we muſt eſchew, becauſe they are ſick of 
an incurable Diſeaſe, But our Phyſician is the only True God, Ua- 
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| (a) John III. 16. (AI x. Pes. V. 5. (e) Luke X. 16. (.) Prov. 
XXII. 29. (e) Eph. IV. 4, 5, 6. ene. X 25. C] XI. 3. 
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r — 
B of the only Begotten e ON ing dur 
Lord and God, Jeſas Chriſt, the only begotten Son, and rhe Wörd 
before the World began: Who afterwards became Man of the Vie* 
gin Mary. For the (a) Word wa: made Fleſh. Being Incorporeal , he 
was in a Body © Being Impaſſible, he was in 2 Paſſible Body: Being 
Immortal, he was in « Mortal Body: — — » he was liable. to 
Corruption: That he might free our Souls from Death and: Cbre 

ion, and heal them ; and that he might cure them when they 


tothe EP HESTANS. 
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were diſeat d with Impiety, and wicktd Luſts. . - ou 
VIII. Let no one therefore ſeduce you; 2s indeed you are not 
ſeduced ; but are whally devoted to God. For when no evil Iacli⸗ 


nation is in you, wh ch might defile you, and — 2 — 


is that ye live according to God, and belong to Chr 
which defiles you, the moſt pure Church of the Epheſians, which 
is ſo famous and celebrated throughout the World. (6) They chat 
are after the Fleſb: cannet do the Wirks the Spirit , nor (e) they that 
are after the Spirit the Works of the Fleſh. As neither can Faith ade 
Work of Works of Infidelity ; nor can Infidel ity admit of the 


Works of Faith. But you being full of the Holy Spirit, do no 
Works according to the Fleſh, but all according to the Spirit. Ye 
ire complest in Chriſt Jefus, (a) who is tbe Saviour of al Min, efpe* 
elly of thoſe that believe. | | 1 70. <0 
1 Nevertheleſs, I have been made acquainted that ſome Per- 
ſons have paſſed through you, who held the evil Doctrine of the 
firange and wicked Spirit : To whom you'did not give Eatrance to 
ſow their Tares ; but ſtopped your Ears, that — might not admit 
that Error which was preached by them: As being — — that 
that Spirit which deceives Mankind, does not ſpeak Things of 
Chriſt, but his own, for he is a lying Spirit. But the Holy __ 
does not yoo his own Things, but the- 1 of Chriſt z and not 
from himſelf , but from the Lord. alſo did the Lord preach the 
Things that he received from the Father. For, ſays he, (e) The 
mw which — 28 4 * 7 _—_— —_ _ 22 2 And, 
ays he of the Holy Spirit, () He ſball net himſelf, butt what» 
4. he ſhall hear from me. And thus does Phe ſpeak - the Father 
concerning himſelf ; (g) I have, ſays he, glorified. thee Barthy Tl 
babe manifeſted thy Name to Men. And concerning the Ghoſt z 
(h) He ſhall glorify me, for he receives of mine. Each of them there» 
fore glorifles him from whom he receives what he does, and preaches 
him, and pronounces his Words. But the Spirit of Deceit preichies 
himſelf ; ſpeaks his own Things. For he is one that pleaſes him» 
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(a) Job I 14. (6) Rom. VIII. 5. (e) Gal. V. 17. (4d) i N. IV. Ia. 
0 7% XIV, 244 G XVI 13. (0 $VIL 4, 6. (% XVI. 14. 


ſelf 


as me Epik f Ihr us 
fels, — 117 ce of Arrogance:He is'a'1 
ceivingdoorhing flattering; unſincere, tullative trifling inconfiſtent, 
— — whoſtPowerJefusChrilt'will de- 
vet ven; he har fonte you upon' i Roch, at choſen Scones, 
| well Herd for the Divide ce of the Frchet - You 1 ay"; who 
greirdis'dap on high by Chriſt, who ws cracify'd for-ybu *'who 
makeiaſe of the Holy Spirit as a Cord y7 and are clevired by Fiirf, 
and'Taiſed upwards by Love, from Earth ty Heaven: Andhive'the 
unde filed ſor che Companions of your Journey. For, Tays*the evi. 
pture; (e) Bleſſed are thi\wnllefthtll i thi we who walk i th Lew f 
the:Lerd, Not the unerring Way is Jefus''Chrift: ' For, ſiy$ he, 
| 6-7 bin tbe Way; and the Life: And ID to the Father, 
rue Ne un, ſays be, comech to the Father, lat by me. | Bleſſed te 
therefore wie carry God, his Spirit, his Temple ; 194 his San« 
arty within you and who are univerſally adorned with the Com- 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; & (4) 4 Royal bee, an Holy Neth # 
pra Peiple, On whoſe Account rejoice 2 , and Rave 
the Honour by this Epiſtle to ſpesk to (e) Wor „ which are at EY. 
, the fairhful in 12 I':therefore am glad for your fake 
that you do not give boed to Vanity j nor love according cd 
Bleſh, but ccording to Gde. 
58 Do yt alſo pray without ceaſing for all other Men: For there 
is Hope of their Repentance, that they may 'attain unte God. 
(f)Camat He thet h ariſe?" or be That gber aſtruy return agdin? Per- 
mir chem there fore to be inſtructed by von. Be you the Mini- 
——— „ 2 ＋ 25s ont rt 
F yo take forth the pretiond from the wile, yr ſhall be as my Mouth. 
Nye filumble at their Anger; to their n oppols 
1 hen they go —_— you ſtand faſt in rhe 
zich Overcome their orpel Temper by Gentheneſs ; their Paſſidn 
by:Meekntfs. For, I) Bled are thi merk. And, (i) Me wat 
mireth e bt men. And, (k) David way exceedin meek. here- 
fore (Ppul gives this Exhortation, and fays( 1), The Servant of the Lird 
ma not ve, der be gentle toward a min, apt te teach, Fatient ; int 
aechneſr infliruFing theſe that oppeſe tbemſeluer. Not endeavouring to 
avenge your ſelves on thoſe that injure you * As ſays the Scripture, 
(m) If I bwive rerorned evil — — rewarded me evil for ged. Let 
ut me chem Brethren by our Gentleneſs to them. (a) Say ye unte thoſe 
elus hate you, Ir are my Brethren ; that the Nam of the Lord m be 
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(8) Þ , CxVIII. gs (3) Joh. XIV. 6. 


(e) Ibid. (a) 
1 Pet. II. 9. (e) Bob. I. rt, (f) Jer. VIII. 4: (g XV. 19. 
(b) Merch. V. 5. (i) Num. XII. 3. (Ii) Pſalm, CXXXL or 
3 Sm. XXIV. (1) 2Tim, II. 24, 25. (m) Pſol. V. 5. (e) Deeſt. 
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ar. And let us imitate the Lord, who (s) whe he 
iu vet agen, when he was craciffied; the conti, not ; when te 
eu, beta ; bot prayed far his Enemies, (6) auer, 
e —— — — If any — — 
ej injured does che more patiently eadure it, happy is h. 
one is defrauded or deſpis'd - ap. Name of the Lord, he 2 
belongs to Chriſt. Take heed that nd Plant of the Devil / be/ 
— You ; for it is bitter and ſak.. ( cb ye, and: d fobut its 
C Fe ” 3 8 7 FTE 7 . net 
I. The Laſt Times are come upon us Let us be very reverea, 
and hive an awful Regard to the -ſufering of God; leſt we 
(e) defpiſe the Riches of his Goodneſs and Forbearauce. Let ud ; rathinr 
fear the Wrath to come, than love the preſent Joy of the Life that 
now it. But let our preſent and true Joy be only chis, to be j“ 
in Chrift Jeſus, that we may truly live. Do aot ever deſine do muck 
as to breathe wirhont Him. For He is my — * He is my Glory- 
ing; He is my never-failing Riches ; on whoſe Accounc I beat A- 
bout me theſe Bonds from Syris to Rewer; theſe Spiritual Jewels 
wherein God grant I [may be d through your Prayer; 401 
become thereby » Fartaker of the Suffer ings of Chriſt ; 4. Pater 
of his -Dearh, Reſutrection, and never - failing Life. Which Gad 
grant I my atrain unto; that I may be found in the Lot ofthe 
Chriſtians of Epheſws, who _—_ conversd with the Apoſt lea, in 
the Power of felus Chr; ich Paul, and John, and mei the 
moſt faithful. | a th | 4 oy To 
XII. I know both who I am, and to whom I write. I am the in- 
conſiderable Perſon 1znatiws ; one, as it were, under Danger und 
Confdemnation : But you are thoſe that have obtained Mercy, aud 
are eſtabliſhed in Chriſt. I am one delivered up to Death; the loaſt 
of all who have been put to Death for Chriſt , (f) from! the' Bland of 
righteous Abel to the Blood of Tgnatius: You are the Companious of 
Paul in the Myſtery of the Goſpel : OF Paul, who was ſanctiſied, 
and bad this Teſtimony, that he was 2 (g) choſen Feſſel. At whoſe 
Peer may I be found, ind at the Feet of the reſt of the &cints, when 
I ſhall artain unto Jeſus Chrift.. #40 « alway: mindful of you it his 


Py . * 5 119% 
Zur. Let it therefore be 8 Care to come oftner together, to 
the Praiſe and Glory of God. For when you meer often 

in the fame Place, the Powers of the Devil are deſtroy'd , and his 
(bh) fiery Darts, enforcing Men to ſin, are rendred ineffectual. For 
your Concord and Agreement in the Faith is his DeſtruQion, and 
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43 The Epiſtle ef Io ATT 
the Torment of his Aſſociates. Nothing is better than that 'Peate 
which is according to Chriſt : Whereby all War from the Aerial and 
Terreſtrial Spirits is aboliſhed. (=) For we firuggle, wot againf H 
end Need, but againſt Prineipalities, againſt. Pewers, again the Rulers of 
the Darkneſs of this World , againft Spiritual Withedneſt in heavenly 


2. 4 
MIV. Wherefore none of the Contrivances of the Devil ſhall be 
hidden from you, if, like Pan, you have ( b) perfe# Faith and Love 
toward Chrift ; which are the beginning and end of Life + The be- 
ian of Life is Faith ; the end of it Charity; and hoth together, 
being preſerv'd in — Long perfect the Man of God: And all o- 
ther ' Graces do follow „to the PerfeQion of Goodneſ No 
one that profeſſes the Faith ought to ſin * Nor he that is poſlefs'd of 
Charity to hate his Brother. For he that ſaid, (c) Tbos ſhalt love thr 
Tera thy God, ſaid alſo , aud thy Neigbleur a thy ſelf, Thoſe that 
-Profeſs themſelves Chriſtians are to be known not only by theic 
Words, but by their Works. For (4) the Tree © known by its fruit. 
XV. Ir is better for a Man to hold his Peace, and to be [a Chri- 
ſtian, ] than to ſay he is one, and net to be ſo. (e) The Kingdem of 
"God is met in Word, but in Power. Men (f) believe with the Heart, 
and confeſs with the Month : They believe unte 2 7 and con- 
feſe wnto Salvation. "Tis a good thing to teach, if he that reaches 
does alſo practiſe. For (g) He that ſba both do and teach, the ſame 
17 in the Kingdem. Our Lord and God Jeſus Chriſt, rhe Son 
of the Living God, firſt did and then taugbe; as witneſſeth (b) 
Lale, (i) whoſe Praiſe ij in the Goſpel throughout all the Churches. 
There is nothing hid from the Lord; but our very Secrets are ni 
unto him. Let us therefore do all things as thoſe in whom 
' dwells ; that we may be his Temples, (k) and he may be in w 8 God. 
Let Chriſt __ in us as he did in Paul. Let the Holy Spirit teach 
us to {| Things of Chriſt, as he did. | 
XVI. Be nor deceived, Brethren, Thoſe that corrupt Families 
(1) ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of Ged. If therefore thoſe that 
corrupt Men's Families are condemned to dye, How much more 
ſhall choſe that endeavour to corrupt the Church of Chriſt ſuffer 
Everlaſting Puniſhment ? for which the Lord Jeſus, the Oanly-be- 
gotten Son of God, endur'd the Croſs, and Death it ſelf. Whoſ: 
Doctrine whoſoever ſets at nought , tho' he be (m) waxen fat and 
thick, he ſhall go to Hell. In like manner every Man that 
[received from God the Power of diſtinguiſhing, and yet follows 
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. (s)Eph.V. 12. (6) 1 Tim. I. 14. (c) Luc. X. 27, (a4) Marth. XII. 
3. (e) 1 Cor. IV. 20. (f) Rem. X. 10. (g) Maerb. V. 19. 

A, I. 1. (i) 2 Cor. VIII. 18. () 1 Cor. III. 16, 17. VI.. 19. 
I) 1 Cer. VI 9, 10. (m) Deut. zxxii. 15. 
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XIx. Now the vi 1 :of Mery, bnd he Offering. 4s lll 
the Death of the Lor get ſecret from the Prince of this 
San, Three My ſeries to be noted Abroad, Which were done in 

nce, but are revear'd to us. A Star in the Heavens 2 


al that 12 before it; and its Ligtic was unfpeakable”;- | 
Novelty thereof Vo re fron choſe'thit faw it. Now all thev re — 
rhe Star: , together with the Sun and Moon, were oy s Chores co 


this Sear 1 : for i it exceeded them all in Brightneſs; and- were 
roceeded. 


oubled to diſcover hence this ſtrange Appearance 
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God. Dut neither was the former 4 bare Appearance; nor was the 


Grace ; In one Faith of God the Father, and 


6 _ 


of Ignorance was diſſipated, and Tyrannical Authority was aboliſh- 
ed Bod appearing as a Man; and Man working Wonders as. a 


ſecond a real Diminution, But the former certain Truth, and the 
latter a Divine Diſpenſation. But that which was compleat before 
received a new Beginning from God. Hence all 7 1.1 in 


Commotion, : becauſe he contrived the Deſtruction of 


XX. Stand faſt, Brethren, in the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, and in 

his Love ; in his Paſſion, and in his Re ion. Do ye all a 

ſemble your ſelves together in common, every 25 2 8 me, in 
cfus 


otten Son, and the Firft-born of every Creature(s) ; but of the 
Stock of David according to — Fleſh ; being conducted by the 
Comforter ; in Obedience to your Biſhop and Presbytery, with an 
undivided Mind, breaking one common Loaf, which is the Medi- 
cive of Immortality ; a Preſervative that we may nor dye, but live 

in God, thro' Jeſus Chriſt ; a Purgative to expel Evil. 2d Feet 
XXI. My Soul be for yours, and theirs whom ye have ſent to the 
Honour of God to Swyrxs. Whence alſo I write to you: Giving 
Thanks to the Lord, and loving Polycerp, as I do you. Remember 
me, as Jeſus Chriſt does you, who is bleſſed for ever, Pray for the 
Church of Antiech which is in Syris : From whence I am led bound 
to Rewe ; being the leaſt of all the Faithful which are there: who 
yet am thought worthy to carry theſe Chains, to the Honour of 
Fare ye well, in God the Father , and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


our common Hope, in the Holy Spirit. Fare ye well. Ames. 
Grace {be with you.] — 4 2 
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77 the Magneſians. 


Ignatius, who is #{ſo caled Theophorus. Tv the Church which is bleſſed 

- by the Grace of God the Father, in Chriſt Feſus our Saviour. In whom 
I ſalute the Church which is at Magneſia, near the Meander ; and 

prey for you in God the Father , and Chrift Jeſus our Lord: In whom 1 
wiſh you all Happineſs. "nba . 


L XA 7Hen I was made acquainted with your welkorder'd Love 
+ .V.V... according to God, ng of Joy , I determined to 
addreſs my ſelf unto you in rep of Jeſus Chriſt. For having 
been thought worthy of a Divine and deſirable Name, in thoſe Bonds 
which I bear about me, I falute the Churches: In which I wiſh foc 
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4.) Coleſ. I. 25. 
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f to the MAONHSLIANS. 5t 
an Union of the Fleſh and Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt, (v) who & the Su. 
tur of all Men,” but aſpect aly of theſe that believe ; by whoſe Blood ye 
were redeemed-;z by whom you bave (6) known God, tr rather are 
known G in whom if you 2 you ſhall eſcape all the Vis 
olence of this World. For, ( He. « faithful, who will net ſuffer you 
ts be tempted abvor that you are able. | „ 
II. Since then I have been vouchſaf d the Honour of ſeeing you 
by Dames your Biſhop, who is worthy of God ; and your Deacon 
Series, my Companion, (whom may I long enjoy; foraſmuch as he 
is ſubje& to his Biſhop and Presbytery , by the Grace of God | in 
the Law of Jeſus Chriſt ; ) | 
III. It will therefore become you not to deſpiſe the Age of 
Biſhop, but to yield him all Reverence, according to the Will o 
God the Father: as I have known holy Presbyters do : not having 
regard to the apparent Youth of their Biſhops , but to their Under» 
ſtanding in God. Seeing (4) the Ancient are not the wiſe, neither ds 
the Aged underflond Prudence : But there is @ Spirit in Men. For (e) 
Daniel the Wiſe at Twelve Years of Age received Inſpirations from 
the Divine Spirit; and convicted the Elders, who vainly wore their 
— Hairs, that they bare falſe Witneſs, and luſted after the Beau - 
oy another Man's Wife. (F) Samuel alſo , when he was a little 
ild, reproved Eli, when he was Ninety Years old, for profering 
his Sons before God. In like manner (g) Jeremy has this Meſſage from 
God, Say not, I ai» 6 Child. () Solomon allo , and Jef | appeared. 
wonderful and wiſe in their doings ; ] the former reigned at Twelve 
Years of Age, and then ow that awful and difficult Judgment in 
the Caſe of the Two Women as to their Chi'dren (i): The latter 
reigned at Eight Years old , and caſt dowa the Altars and Temples 
of the Idols, and burnt their Groves : for they were dedicated to 
Dzmons, and not to God: and he flew the falſe Priefts, as the Cor- 
rupters and Deceivers of Men, and not the Worſhippers of the Deis 
ty. Wherefore Youth is not to be deſpiſed, when it is dedicated to 
od. But he is to be deſpis'd who has a wicked Mind, alhough he 
be old and full of evil Days. Timerhy, who bad Chriſt dwelling in 
him, was young: but hear what his Maſter writes to him, (k)Ler no- 
one deſpiſe thy Dub); but be then an Example of the Believers , in Ward; 
ond in Converſation. It becomes you alſo therefore to be obedient to 
your Biſhop , and to contradi& him in nothing; for tis a terrible 
thing to contradidt fuch a Perſon. For no one does thereby deceive 
him that is viſible, but impoſes upon him that is inviſible: who yet 
cannot be impoſed upon by any one. For ſuch Procedure has rela- 
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tion not to Mun but to God. For God ſays to Samuel, (a) Thiy Beve 
nor yjeBed wr but bie: And Moſer ſays, (6) For their Murmuring i my 

inſt us, — — Cod. And indeed not one of thoſe 
whoToſe uß ageinl their Supetiors has eſcaped without Puniſhment. 
For (e) Dathan ind Abiram did not oppoſe the Law but Moſer , and 
went down quick into the Pit. Korah alſo, and thoſe TwNo Hun- 
dred and Fifty who conſpired with him againſt garen, were con- 
ſumed with Fire. (4) Abſelam aſo, who had ſlain his Brother, hung 
upon # Tree, and bad his naughty Heart run through with Darts. 
For the like cauſe was (e) Abeddodoan beheaded, Uzziab (f), when he 
ay tha to oppoſe the Prieſts and the Prieſthood, was ſmitten with 


Leproſy. (g) Saul alſo , when he would not ſtay for Samuel the 
HighiPrieft, was diſgrac'd. It therefore behoves us to reverence 
our Superiors. | POR Ve en ie: 1236's 24 Le 
IV. It becomes you alſo not only to be called Chriſtians, but to 
be ſo. For tis not the being ſo call'd, but the being ſo indeed, that 
renders Men bleſſed. To thoſe who ſtill ſpeak of the Biſhop, but 
do all things without him, He who is the True and Firſt Biſhop, 
and the only High Prieft by Nature, wilt himſelf ſay, (H) Why calt y? 
me Lord) Lord, and do not the thingt whith I ſay ? For ſuch as the £: 
ſeem to me to have no good Conſcience, but to be no other than 
Diſſemblers and Hypocrite. ü n. 
V. Seeing then all things have zn End, and there ore ſer before 
us Life upon our Obedience, and Death upon our \Difobedience ; 
and every one that has this Choice given him ſhall go to his own 
Place; Let us eſchew Death, and chuſe Life. For I fay there are 
Men of two different Characters: the one true Coin, the other 
falſe Coin. The Religious Man is true Coin, having its Impreſſion 
from God. The Irreligious Man is falſe Coin, ſophiſticated, ſpu- 
rious, counterfeit, coined not by God, but by the Devil. I do not 
ſpeak of two different Natures of Mankind ; but of the fame Hu- 
man Nature”; as itſometimes belongs ts God, and ſometimes to the 
Devil. If any one be Religious, he is a Man of God: But if he be 
Irreligious, he is 4 Man of the Devil; made ſuch not by Nature, 
but by his own Will. Unbelievers have the Image of their Prifice 
of Wickedneſs, The Faithful have the Image of their Printe, God 
the Father, and of Jeſus Chriſt; thro' whom if we are not readily 
difpoſed to dye for the Truth, unto his Paſſion, his Life is not im 
us 504 „ ; = F ++ 7 


VI. Forafinuch' therefore as I have, in the Perſons before-men. 
tidned, ſeen the whole Multitude of you in Faith and Love, 1 ex- 
hore you that ye ſtudy to do all things in a Divine Concord : Your 
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Biſhop preſiding in the place of God; and your -Presbyters in thy 
— # the I of the Apoſtles : taget * ith the Bucher! 
who are moſt dear to mags and arg intrulted ih the Miniſtry 9 


Jeſus Chriſt; who being begotten by the Father (befare the Wait 
id began, was od the Word, the only begotten Son; and will abi 
2 the ſame at the End of the World : or, G) Of bis Kingdom there ſbs 
bo be U Eu, ſays Daniel the Prophet. Let us all therefore love one anoy 
g ther in rd ; and let no one look upon his Neighbour. agcor 
8. ing to the Fleſh, but in Chriſt Jeſus, Let there be;nothing among 
4 you which may divide you; but be ye united to your Biſhop ; being 
b BY chrough him ſubject to God, in Chriſt, _ > _ 
$1 VII. As, therefore the Lord does nothing without the Father: F 
0 ys he, (4) 1 can of 'my own ſelf do nothing: ſo do you, neither Pref. 
byter, nor Deacon, nor Layman, do any thing without your Bis 
hop. Nor let any thing ſeem N to you, which is contraty to 
is Sent iments. For that would be to att unlawfully, and in oppo- 
fition to Cod. Do you all Aſſemble together in the ſame Place for 
your, Prayers. Let there be one Common-Prayer: One Mind; One 
Hope, in Charity, and in unblameable Faith towards Chriſt Jefus : 
than which nothing is better. Do ye all as one Man run together 
unto the Temple of God, as to one Altar; to one Jeſus Chriſt, the 
High Prieſt of the Unbegotten God, 2 
III Be not deceived with ſtrange DoQrines ; nor attend zo F 
bler , nor te endleſs Genealogies (r), nor to ſuch things in which the 
Jews boaſt, Old things are paſt away, behold all things are become new(d)}. 
For if we ſtill continue to live according to the Jewiſh Law, and to 
the Circumciſion of the Fleſh, we deny that we have received the 
Grace [of the Goſpel. ] For even. the moſt Divine Prophets lived 
according to Chriſt Jeſus : For which reaſon they were perſecuted ; 
being inſpired by his Grace, to convince and fully ſatisfy the Un- 
believers that there is One God Almighty, who has manifeſted him- 
felf by Jeſus Chriſt his Son; who is his Word, not pronounced, 
but ſubſtantial : For He is not the Voice of articulate Speech, but 
a Subſtance begotten by the Divine Power : who in all chings pleaſed 
him that gave him his Subſiſteace. Era Ws 
IX. Wherefore if thoſe that were converſant in the ancient Scri- 
ptures came to Newneſs of Hope, expecting the Coming of Chriſt, 
as our Lord reaches us, when he ſays, / Je had bilieved Moſes, ye 
would have believed we, far he wrote of me (e). And again, Your Fa. 
ther Abraham-rejgiced ty\ſce my day and he ſaw it, and was glad. For be- 
fore Abraham was I am (/) How ſhall we be able to live without him? 
Whofe Servants the Prophets were, and foreſaw him by tie Spirit. 
and. waited for him, as for their Teacher, and expected him as their 
. . E241 * 
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(a) Dan. II. 44 VII. 14, 27 © (6) John V. 30. (e) 1 Tim Tg, 
44)“ 2 Cor, V. 17. (e) John V. 46. (J) VIIL 56, 58. 
D 3 Loud 


54 The Epiſtle of I6GNATTUS 
Lord, and their Saviour, ſaying, He will come and ſave' w (a. Let 
us not therefore any longer keep the Sabbath after the Jewiſh manner; 
and pleaſe our ſelves in Days of Reſt. For, He that does net work, 
let bim mot eat (b): For, ſay the Oracles of God, in the ſweat of thy 
face ſhalt thou cat thy bread (). But let every one of you keep the 
bbath after a ſpiritual manner; rejoicing in the Meditation of the 
Law, not in the Reſt of the Body. Admiring the Creation of God. 
Nor eating things prepared the Day before; and drinking things 
| Jukewarm ; and walking but to a certain meaſure ; and delighting 
in Dancing and Noiſes, that have no Senſe in them. And after the 
© Obſeryation of the Sabbath, Let every Lover of Chriſt keep the 
Lord's Day as a Feſtival ; the Reſurre&ion-day, the Queen and chief 
of all the Days of the Week: in expeQation whereof the Prophet 
ſaid, To the End. ow the eighth day (d): whereon our Life ſprang 
up again, and the Victory over Death was obtain'd in Chriſt ; whom 
4 ons of Perdition , the Enemies of their Saviour, deny: Wheſe 
God is their belly, who mind earthly things (e: who are lovers f pleaſure ; 
and not lovers of God ; having a form f Godlineſs, but denying the power 
of it (f) : Who make Merchandize of Chriſt, corrupting his Word, 
and ſelling Jeſus himſelf: who are Debauckers of Women, and co- 
vetous of other Men's Goods: who are inſatiable in 1 up 
Money. From whom may ye be delivered, by the Mercy of C 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 
EX. Let us not therefore be inſenſible of his Kindneſs. For ſhould, 
he rebuke us according to our Works, we had not now bad a Being. 
For, If thou Lord ſhalt mark iniquities, O Lord, who ſhall land (g)? Let 
us therefore behave our ſelves worthy of that Name which we have 
received, For whoſoever is called by any other Name beſides this, 
He is not of God; for he has not receiv'd that Prophecy which 
ſpeaks thus concerning us, The People ſhall be called by s new Name, 
which the Lord ſhall name, and ſhall be Holy (h) Which was firſt ful- 
filled in Syria. For the 14 were called Chriftians at Antioch (i), 
when Paul and Peter laid the Foundations of that Church. Lay afide 
"therefore the evil, the old, and corrupt Leven; and be ye changed into 
the new Leven of Grace (k). Dwell in Chriſt;that the Adverſory __y 
not have Dominion over you. It is abſurd to ſpeak of Jeſus Chri 
with the Tongue, and to have Judaiſm, which is now ceas'd, in the 
Heart. For where there is Chriſtianity, Judaiſm cannot be there 
alſo. For there is but One Chriſt ; in whom every Nation that has 
| believed, and every Tongue that has confeſſed is gathered together 
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unto God: And the fer. hearted are beceme the Children of -dbrobam , 
(s) the Friend of God: and in hw Seed all thoſe have been bleſſed, 
who are #iſpoſed for eternal life (o), in Chrift. © © ee THR, 

XI. Theſe things, my Beloved, I ſay, not that I know — of you 
that lye under this Error; but, as one of the leaſt of you am de- 
ſirous to fore warn you, that you may not fall into the Snares of vin 
Opinion; but may arrive at a full Aſſurance in Cheiſt; whowasbe- 
— by the Father before all Ages, but was afterwards born of 

Virgin Mery, without the Affiſtance of Man: Whoſe Converſa- 
tion was Holy ; who healed every Sickneſs, and every Diſcaſe among 
the People ; and wrought Signs and Wonders for the Beneke 
Men ; and to thoſe who had fall'n into Polytheiſm, has preach'd the 
One and only true God, his Father; who has undergone the Paſhon, 
and endured the Croſs from the Jews his Murderecs , under Petting 
Pilate the Governor, and Herod the King; who died, and roſe again, 
aſcended into the Heavens to him that ſent him; and is ſat down at 
his Right Hand; and ſhall come in the End of the World, with his 
Father's Glory, to judge the Quick and the Dead ; and to render 
to every one aceording to his Works He who knows, and is fully 
aſſur d of theſe things, and believes them, is Happy, according as 
you are now, the Lovers of God, and Lovers of Chriſt, in the full 
Aſſurance of our Hope: from which God forbid that any among 
you ſhould be turned aſide, 

XII. May I have Joy of you in all Things, if I ſhall be worthy 
of it. For tho I am bound, I am not worthy to be compar'd to one 
of you that are at liberty. I know that ye are not pu ed up for 
ye have Jeſus Chriſt within your ſelves : and eſpecially when I com- 
mend you, I know that ye have an Awe upon you; as it is written, 
(c) The j t Man « his own Accuſer. And again, (4) Do thou declare 
-#hy fon fir, that this may 'ſt be juftificd, And again, (e) When ye ſbal 
have done all things that are commanded you, ſay, we are unprofitable Ser- 
vants ; (f) for that which « highly efteem'd among Men , 1 Abomination 
in the fight of God. For, ſays the Scripture, (g) God be merciful to me # 
funer: Therefore thoſe great Perſons, (h) Abraham, and Job, cal. 
led themſelves Daft and Aſber before God: And David ſays, (i) Who 
am ] before thee, O Lord, that thou haſt glorified me hitherto. And (4 
Moſes, who was the Meebeſt of al Men upen the face of the Earth , faith 
to God (1), 1 am flow of ſpeech , and of 4 flow Tongue Be ye there- 
fore Lowly in Heart your ſelves, that ye may be exalted : For, ( 
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(s) Mee. III. 9. Gen. XXII. 18. (6) 48. XIII. 48. 
(c) Proverbs XVIII. 17. (4) Iſa. XLIII. 26. (e) Luke XVII. 
10. () XVI. 15. (g) XVIII. 13. (+) Genefs XVIII. 27. 
(:) Job XXX. 19. 1 Chron. XVII. 16. (t) Numbers XII. z. - 


(O god. IV. 10. (m) Luke XIV. 11, XVIII. 14. 
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. tht hoſt hinſelf Bol lte, and be ths lu ne. 
arajea, 4 _ 3 he ran we TIT ES DJ, 
XIII. Study therefore tg confirm d in the Doctrines of ous 
Lord, and of his Apoſtles: That ſo all things, whatſoever ye do, 
may proſper, both in the Fleſh and in the Spirit, in Faith and Chori- 
ty; With your moſt worthy Biſhop ; and the well-wrought: ſpiritual 
Cromnof your Presbytery ʒ and your Deacons, which are accordi 
to God. Berfubje& ta ypur Biſbop:, and to one another, as Chriſh 
was to 1 there may, be Unity according to God among 
ame SH; Act, | b ' 


hib Father; that 

0 4. Pierre ens; ; ©} 
1. Knowing you. to. be filled with every thing that is good, E 
have the more; hriefy exhorted you in the Love of Jefus Chriſt, Be 
mindful of ma. in your Prayers, hos I may attain unto God; and of 
the Churah whic n which I am not worthy to be cal. 
led * For I ſtand in need of y our united Prayers and Affe. 
Sion in God, that the Church which is in Syria may obtain yet the 
Favour e be fed by your good Order in Chriſſ mn. 
XV. The, Epheſians from Syrus (from which Place I write to 
you} falute you, who are Farben here to the Glory of God; in like 
manger as you are ; who have in all things refreſh'd, me; together 
with Holpearg. The reſt of the. Churches alſo, in the Honour of 
Fſus Chriſt, ſalote you Fare ye well in Concord, enjoying the 
Spirit inſeparably, in Chriſt Jeſus, through the Willof. God. 
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natiug, who ir alſo caled Theophorus, To the Holy Church, beloved 
1 , who 6, and of eſus cl, which is us Teles Ele, ph 
, Worthy. of God; having Peace in the Fleſb and Spit. of Jeſw Chriſt, 
our Hope : in. his Sufferings, by his Croſs and Death , and in his Reſure 
. Yeffiovy. Which alſo I ſalute in the Fulneſs, in the Apeſtolical Character; 
TT TT Te Ye "> Tl 


- 441. ang > va 0) 4 Cm tc hw Ws * 
J. I Am acquainted with your unblameable, and Gagere ſteady Tem- 
per of Mind, which you enjoy in Patience, not only for pres 
ent Ute, but for a Poſſeſſion, according as Polybius your Biſhop has 

declar'd : Who is come to Smyrna, by the Will of God the Father, 

and "the Lord Jeſus Chriſt his Son, with the Co-operation of the 

Spirit.” Who fo rejoiced with me, that am bound in Chriſt Jeſus, 

that I ſaw your whole Multitude in him. Having therefore receiv- 

gd by him the Teſtimony of;your Good Will, which is according ro 

God, J gloried to find you the Followers of Jeſus Chriſt our Savi- 

Dur.... +30, hal „ * — 
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II. Be ye ſubje& to your Biſhop, as to this Lord: For ho (s)wsrthes 
r your Souls , as be that muſt give av. Arcium of them td Ge. "'Wherez 
Dre. you appear to Na live not after the manner of Men, baut ac. 
erding to Jeſus Chriſt, who died for us; that believing: in his 
Neath, ye may by Baptiſm be made Partakers of his. Refurre&iont 
t is therefore neceſſary, whatſoever you do, to do nothing withour 
our — Nay, to be ſubje& alſo to your Presbytety „ as to the - 
\roftles of Jeſus Chriſt, our Hope. In whom if we walk wo ſhall 
x found in him. It beboves yeu alſo in every thing to pleaſs club 
Deacons, who are Miniſters of the Myſteries of Jeſus Chriſt : For 
are not Miniſters of Mear and Drink, but Servanes- of the 
hurch of God. They therefore ate oblig'd ro avoid Offences, is 
hey would a burning Fire, Let them therefare take care to bt 
nab Perſons. , , ip alen Une e, t h r 
IE And do ye Reverence them, as Jefus Chriſt; whoſe Place 
hey ſupply as alſo the Biſhop is che Repreſencative of the Father 
of all things: and the Presbyters zue as the Sanhedrim of God, aud 
Aſſembly of the Apoſtles of Chriſt. Without theſe Officers there 
is 0 Elec Church, no Collection of Saints, no Aſſembly of Holy 
Perſons. I am perſuaded that you alſo are thus affected. Hor I have 
received the Pattern of your Love, and even now have it with me, 
in your Biſhop: Whoſe very Behaviour is greatly inſtruſtive; aud 
his mild Temper of great Efficacy : Whom I ſuppoſe the Unbe liev- 
ers, themſelves reverence. Becauſe I love you, I avoid to write 
more ſharply to you; that I may nor ſeem to ſome to be ton veho- 
went, 95-54 want any thing. I am indeed bound for the Sake of 
Chriſt; but I am not yet worthy of Chriſt; But when I ſhall be 
perfected, perhaps I then may be ſa. ' huntrtt. 
IV. I do not Ordgin, like an Apoſtle ; but I meaſure my ſelf tha: 
I may not periſh by boaſting : but it is good-ro (b) glory in tbe Lord. 
Yea tho I were confirm'd. in things pertaining to God, yet ought I 
to be ſo much the more fearful, and not hearken to ſuch as vainly 
put me up. For thole that commend me ſcourge me. For indeed 
deſire to ſuffer, but know not whether I be worthy to do ſo. Tbe 
evil Will of the Wicked one is not viſible to many, but it wars 
againſt me. I therefore ſtand in need of a meek Diſpoſition, wheres 
by the Devil, who is the Ruler of this World, is deſtroy d. 
V. For am not [I able to write to you ſtil} things more myſteri- 
ous ? But I am afraid leſt I ſhould do you harm, as being Babes. 
Pardon me in this; leſt when you are not able to bear their Force, 
ye be ſuffocated by them. For I my ſelf, 'altho' I be one in Bonds, 
and am able to underftang Heavenly things, the Orders of Angels, 
and the different Sorts of Arch. angels and Hoſts ; the Diſtinctions 
between Powers and Dominions; the Diverſity between Thrones 
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and 


58 The'Byiftle of Tonanius 


and Authorities; the Magnificence of the Eu-; the Superemi. 
nence of the Cherubim and Seraphim; the Sublimity of the Spi- 
rit; the Kingdom of the Lord; and, above all, the incomparable 
M of Almighty God ; tho' I fay I am not unacquainted- with 
 theſt Things, I am not therefore > ; or ſuch a Diſciple az Pas 
For I ſtand in need many things, chat I may not fall 

mort of God 1 SOT £ 


ing about the Name of Chriſt fraudulently , (c) corrupting the 
Word of the Goſpel, and intermixing the Poiſon of their Deceit-with 
their (weer Words; as it were, rank Poiſon with a 

ant Potion ; that ſo he that drinks, being deceiv'd in his Taſte 
its extracadinary Sweetneſs, may, before he is aware, meet with 
his Death. One of the Ancients gives us this Warning; (4) Let no 
ene le called Good that mixes goed with evil. For they ſpeak of Chriſt, 
not that they may preachChriſt, but that they may reject him: They 
ſpeak alſo of the Law, not that they may eſtabliſh the Law, but de. 
e Diſobedieace to it. For they alienate Chriſt from the Father; 
and the Law from Chriſt. They calumniate. his Nativity of the 
Virgin; they are aſham'd of the Croſs , and deny the Paſſion, and 
do not believe the Reſurrection. They introduce God as- a Being 
unknown and ſuppoſe Chriſt to be Unbegorten * And as to the Spi- 
rit they do not own his — Some of them ſay that the Son is 
a meer Man, and that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all one; 
and that the Creation is the Work of God, not by Chriſt , but by 


. 


ſome other foreign Power. | 
VII. Have a care therefore of ſuch Perſons, that you may not 
admit of a Snare to your own Souls; but render your Life inoffen- 
five to all Men, leſt you become a (e) gin upon A watch. tower, and a! 
a wet ſpread abroad. For, (F) he that dies not heal himſelf in bis own 
.works is the brother of bim that deſtreys himſelf. If therefore you alfo 
put away Pride, — — Diſdain and Haughtineſs, you may be 
— united to God : For, (g) He is nigh to theſe that fear him. 
—_ 


ſays he, () Upon whom will I let, but upon him that iu humble 
iet, and trembles at my word? Do ye alſo reverence your Bi. 
ſhop asChriſt himſelf, according as the bleſſed Apoſtles have Otdained 
for you. He that is within the Altar is Pure, therefore he is alſo 
obedient to the Biſhop, and Presbyters : But he that is withour is 
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ni. None that does any thing without the Biſhop, the Presbyters, ah. 
10 Dencons: Such an one is (s) _—_— in —— and i: worſe than 
ble Nen is For what is the Biſhop ? but one having all Power and 


A iy; governing all thi s fo far as «a Maris capable of go« 
— — a — to the Power of the Chriſt 
of God. What is alſo the Presbytery ? but an Holy Aſſembly, the 
Counſellors and Co- Aſſeſſors of the Biſhop. And what are the Des» 
cons ? but a Reſemblance of [Chriſt ; miniſtring to the Biſhop as' 
Chriſt to the Father, and] attending upon him in an holy and un- 
blameable Miniſtration ; as the holy Stepben did to the h James ; 
Timothy and Linus to Pas; Anexcletus and Clemens to Pere. He 
therefore that will not hearken to theſe Officers muſt needs be ane 
utterly without God, an impious Perſon, who deſpiſes Chriſt, and 
7 bis Conſtitution. X73 | WK 

I. Now I write thus to you, not that I know any ſuch Perſons 
among you - Nay indeed, I hope God will never permit any ſuch 
thing to come to my Knowledge, that God, I Gay, (5) who bor nee 
ſpared his Son for the ſake of bit holy Church : But foreſeeing che Snares 
of the wicked one I fore-arm you by my Admonitions, as my be» 
loved and faithful Children in Chrift . Giving you Preſervatives 
from ſo peſtilent a Diſtemper of unruly Men: From which do you 
flee by the good Will of Chriſt our Lord ; wherefore putting on 
Meckaeſs, be ye followers of his Sufferings, and (a) bu love where 
with be has loved ur, when (c) be gave himſelf a ranſom for us, that he 
might cleanſe us by his Blood from our old Impiety, and beſtow 
Li us when we were in imminent Danger of periſhing, 
thr the wicked Temper that is in us. Let no ane of you 
therefore bear any grudge againſt his Neighbour. For, ſays our 
Lord; (e) Forgive and ye ſhall be forgiven. | Give no occaſion to the 
Gentiles , leſt by the means of « 1 fooliſh Men (J) the word 
t and doctrine of Chriſt be biaſphem d. For, ſays the Prophet, as in the 
. — God, (g) Wo to him by wbem my name i: blaſphemed among 
the Gentiles. . 

IX. Stop your Ears therefore when any ons ſpeaks to you without 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, who was made of Devid, and of Mary, 
who was really begotten both of God and of the Virgin ; but not 
after the ſame mander. For the Divine and Human Nature are not 
the ſame. He really took a Body; for (Y) the Word war made Fleſh, 
and converſed without Sin. For, ſays he, (i) which of you convinceth 
me of Sin? He really did cat and drink: He was crucified, and died 
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ant} Pintins Pilere: -Herreally and not in Appearance was cfuci- 

od, and died, in the Sight o \ Ccleſtial, Terreſtrial, aad Sub- 
rreftrial Heings. The Celeſtial, that is the incorporeal Natures: : 

Fe that is tlie Jews, and Romans, and thoſe Men which werd 


eſbat at that time when the Lord was crucify'd : The Subterrs. 
ak _ is the ＋ pre of thoſe that aroſe with the Lord. För 
the Scripture, (a) M, Bodies of Saints which flept ariſe, their 
Graves being opened; He defcended indeed into the inviſible! World 
alone, but aſcended with a Multitude, and rent that () Pale which 
bud” beon from che beginning af the World, and took away its Par- 
— — within Three Days, being raiſed up by 
N Für: And when be had converſed with the Apoſtles . 
Duysſ he was received up to his Father, and (c) ſat down ar his right 
hand ; expecting till his Enemies are put under his feet. On the Dy of 
the Proparation therefore, at the Third Hour, he received the Sen- 
tende Mom Pilate, by the Permiſſion of the Father: At the Sixrh 
Hour he was crucitied ; and at the Ninth Hour he gave: up the 
Ghoſt: Before Sunſet he was [taken down from the Croſs] and bu. 
red in a new Sepulchre :-} On the Sabbath Day he continued un. 
der the Earth, in that Tomb wherein Joſepb of Arima bes hid bim: 
At the dhwning of the Lord's- day he aroſe from the Dead; atcord- 
ing vs himſelf ſaid; (4) So ſball the Son of Man be three Day? und thrit 
Nights in the heart of the earth. The Day therefore of the Prepari- 
tion contains the Paſſion, the Sabbath Day contains the Burial, the 
Lord's. Dey contains tlie Reſurrectio n 195 
X. But if, as ſome that are without God, that is, the Unbelic- 
vers ſay, that he wak made Man in Appearance; that he did not 
yeslly take a Body ; that he died in Appearance; and did not fuffer 
in Reality; For what cauſe am I bound, and deſire to fightiwith 
Beaſts ? I therefore die in vain, and: bely the Croſs of the Lord. 
Then is that Saying of the Prophet to no purpoſe, (e) They ſbal look 
en Hm hom they pierced, and ſhall monru over themſelyes at Over the bY 
Joved. - Theſe Men therefore are equally Unbelievers with thoſe 
t crucified him. But, for my ſelf, I have not my Hope placed 
on him that died for me in A * but in Reality. A 
Lye is quite remote from the Truth. The Virgin Mary therefore 
did really conceive that Body which had a God inhabiting therein 
And God the Word was really conceivd of the Virgin; having 
Cloath'd himſelf with a Body of like Paffions with us. He was 
really in the Womb, who forms all Men in the Womb; and made 
himſelf a Body of the Seed of the Virgin, but without the Aſſi- 
ſtance of Man. He was carried in the Womb, as we are, the uſual 
Periods of Time; and was really born, as we are; and was rea'ly 
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ſuckled, and partook of common Meat and Drink, as we do t and 
when he had converſed among Men Three Decals of Years, be wis 
Baptized by John, really, and not in appearance ; and when he hal 
223 the Goſpel Three Years, and Ed done Signs and Wondess, 

who was the Judge was judged by the Fews, fallly ſo called, and 
by Pilate the Governor © He was ſcourged, ſmitten on the , 
— He wore 2 Crown of Thorns, and a Purple Garment': 

was condemn'd He was crucify'd, really, and not in ap 
rance, not in imagination, not in deceit. He dyed really, and wis 
buried, and roſe from the dead; as he ſomewhere prayed, flying, 
( But do thiw © Lord raiſe me up again, and I ſhall reward thine. And 
his Father, (b) ve. always, hears him, anſwer'd and ſaid, (c) Ariſe; © 
Cad, judge the Earth ; for thou ſhalt take all the Heathen for thine Inhi= 
ritauci The Father therefore: who has raiſed him up, will alſo reife 
m up through him; without whom no one will enjoy the erue 
Life. For, ſays he, (4) 1 am the Life * He that believerh on me, altho 
be dye, all live; and every one that liveth and belivveth on me, ali he 
4, ſhall live for ever. you therefore avoid theſe Atheiſtical He- 
refies ; for they are the Inventions of the Devil, that Serpent which 
was the Origin of Wickedneſs * which by the Means of the Woman 
deceived Adam, the Father of our Race. 4 9%) 

XI. Do you alſo avoid thoſe wicked Branches of his, Simon, his 
firſt· born Son, and Menander, and Baffildes, and an his wicked Rowe: 
[the Eb;onites alſo] thoſe (e Worſhippers of # Man; whom the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah pronounces accurſed, Avoid alſo the impure Nicolai- 
tans, falſly ſo called, thoſe Lovers of Pleaſure ; thoſe Calumniators. 
Avoid alfo that Brood of the wicked one; Theodorss and Cleaobuddus; 
which produce deadly Fruit; whereof if avy one taſtes he preſent! 
dies, not a temporary Death, but that which is eternal. Theil 
Men are not the Plantation of the Father, but an accurſed Brood. 
Now, ſays the Lord, () Let every Plantewhich my Heavenly Father har 
not planted be rooted wp. For if they had beeen Branches of the Father 
they would not have been (g) Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt, hut ra- 
ther of thoſe (b) who fem the Lord of Glory. But now by denyi 
the Croſs , and being atham'd of the Paſſion, they cover the Trant. 
greſſion of the Jews, thoſe Fighters againſt God; thoſe Murderers 
of the Lord; for tis too little to ſay, Murderers of the Prophets. 
But Chriſt invites you unto his Incorruption, by his Paſſion and Re- 
ſurreQion ; as being Members of him. | 

XII. I ſalute you from Smyrna, together with the Churches of 
God which are preſent with me ; whoſe Rulers have refreſhed me in 
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(4) John XI. 25, 26. le) Jer. XVII. 3. (f) Mare, XV. 13. 
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every thing, both in the Fleſh, and in the Spirit. My Bonds, which 


I carry about me for the fake of Chriſt, (begging that 1 may a0 
tain unto God,) exhort you. Continue in Concord one with ano- 
hots and in Prayer. For it becomes every one of eſpecially Wl. 


Presbyters, to refreſh your Biſhop, to the Honour of the Father, 7: 


and to the Honour of Jeſus Chriſt, m | of the Apoſtles. I beſeech you 
n Lore to hear me, that I may not by thus writing be a Teſtimony a 


gainſt you. Do you alſo Pray for me, who ſtand in need of your 
Love, by the | Mercy of God, that I be thought worthy to obtain n 
that Lot I aim at: that I be not found () a Reprobet..| | 
III. The Love of thoſe that belong to Smyrne and Apbeſus ſalutes 
you. Remember our Church which is in Syria; from which I am Wy 
not worthy to be denominated ; being the leaſt of its Members. Wi, 
{ 
| 


Fare ye well in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; being ſubje& to your Biſhop, 

und ſo likewiſe to the Presbyters and Deacons. And do ye every 
one Love one another with an undivided Heart. My Spirit ſalutes 
Jus not only now, but when I ſhall have attained unto God. . For 
Im yet under Danger. But (b) Faithful is the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt co fulfil both mine and your Petitions. In whom God 
* — may be found unblameable. May I have Joy of you in 
t rd. 
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Ignatius, who is a'ſo caled Theophorus, To the Church which has obtained 
Mercy from the Majeſty of the Me High God the Father, and of feſu 
Chriſt, his only begotten Sen; which is ſanfified and enlightned by the 
Will of God, who has made all things that are, according to the Faith 
and Love of Jeſus Chrift, our God and Saviour. To the Church which 
preſides in the place of the Region of the Romans; which is worthy of 
Gog, worthy of Honour, worthy of the greateſt Bleſſedneſs, worthy of 
Praiſe, worthy of Credit, wortby of the Saints ; that Prefides in Leue; 
- which is named from Chrift, and from the Father, and is poſſeſr'd by the 
Spirit. Which 1 alſo ſalute in the Name of the Almighty God, and if 
Jeſus Chriſt his Sen. To thoſe who are united both in the Fleſh and Spi- 
rit to every one of bis Commandments ; who are filled with all the Grace 
of God inſeneratly ; and are cleanſed from every firange Tincrure. All 
Joy unblameably in God even the Father, and in our Lard Jeſus Chriſt. 


I Have obtained by my Prayers to God to ſee your Faces, which 
are worthy. of him: as I did earneſtly beg that I might fee you. 
For being bound in Chriſt Jeſus I hope to ſalute you, if it be che 


K (s) 1 Cor, IX. 27. (b) 1Thef. V. 24. wn 
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vill of Cod that I be thought worthy to attain unto che End. For 
de Beginning is well ordered, if I may obtain the Favour, without 
vindrance, to receive my Lot unto the End. For I am afraid of your 


Love, leſt it ſhould do me an Injury. For it is cafy for you to do 


what you pleaſe; but it is difficult for me to attain unto God, if you 
pare me under pretence of Carnal Affection. . * 
U. For 1 would not have you pleaſe Men, but pleaſe God z as ins 
deed you do pleaſe him. For neither ſhall I ever hereafter have ſuch 
an Opportunity of attaining unto God: Nor will you, if ye ſhall 
now be ſilent, ever be entitled to the Honour of a better Work. 
For if you be ſilent as to me I ſhall become God's: But if you ſhall 
love my Fleſh, I ſhall be ſtill in my Race Wherefore a greater 
Kindneſs you cannot do me than to ſuffer me to be ſacrificed to God, 
whilſt che Altar is now ready ; that ſo becoming a Choir in Love, 
in your Hymns, ye may give thanks to the Father, by Chriſt Jeſus 
that God has vouchſaf'd to bring me the Biſhop of $yris to be found 
in the Weff, having brought me from the Eff, and to call me to be a 
Witneſs of his Sufferings, to paſs out of the World to God ; that I 
may riſe again unto him, I 
m. Ye have never envied any body. Ye have taught others. I 
deſire therefore that you will firmly obſerve what you inſtru others 
in., Only pray for me that God would give me Strength both in- 
wardly and outwardly ; that I may not only ſay, but do; that I may 
not only be called a Chriſtian, but be found one: For if I be found 
ſuch an one, I may then be ſo called; and may then be eſteemed 
faithful, when I ſhall not appear to the World. Nothing that ap- 
pears is eternal: For (a) the things that are ſeen are temporal; hut the 
things that are not ſeen are eternal. To be a Chriſtian is not a Work 
of Perſuaſion, but of Greatneſs of Mind: When he is bated by the 
World, he is beloved of God: I Becauſe he is not of Men but of 
God.] For, ſays he, (5) If ye were of the World, the Werld would leve 
it! own; but now ye are net of the World, but I have choſen you out of it. 
Continue with me | | 
IV. I write to all the Churches; and ſignify to them all that I am 
willing to dye for God, unleſs you hinder me. I beſeech you that 
your Good Will may not come unſeaſonably upon me, Suffer me 
to be the Food of Wild Beaſts ; whereby I may attain unto God. I 
am the Wheat of God, and I am to be ground by the Teeth of the 
Wild Beaſts, that I may be found the pure Bread of God. Entice 
the Beaſts rather that they may become my Sepulchre, and may leave 
nothing of my Body; that when IT am dead, I may not be trouble- 
ſome to any. Then ſhall I be the true Diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt, when 
the World does not ſee ſo much as my Body. Supplication 
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es the Lord Hor ine, that by thoſe Infiruments I my become a Sa 
erifice co. God. I do not make Conſtitu 69s he you, as Fe gd 
Paul lb dene. They were * of eſtis Chriſt; but 1 
inconſtderabde Perſon. They were free, as "he Servants of ; 51 

am even td tliis dey a Servant. hy T ſuffer, 1 ſhall then become 
the Fr i i Bog of Jeſus Clirif# ; and ſhall ariſe a Freeman i in him. . 
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. Pan in es 404. fight with Berth, both by Land and *. 
voch Night" rd Day: demg bound fo Ten Leopards, that is, to a 
Band of SoMiers * the work, for ind Treatment. Bur | 
am — mere inſtructed by their Injuri em I not thereby inſt 
— Tah with for the ry Beaſts that $8 repaced for,me ; 


2 — 7 food! diſpatch me 105 om T iN on Ie 
20 debe 4 1 sten, "ad not do as dach l 


— Dabit a But if they are. mah ap 
tos wick me, Iwill evencompel chem c o it. Pardon = 
mütter; & Rriow what is good for me. Now I begin to he 
Ke, ke So — I have no Deſire ur any thing viſt ble or invilt- 

Tm attain unto Jeſus Chriſt. Let Eu, or the Croſs, ot 
— of Wild Beaſts, curting or tearing of che Fleſh, Diſtorti- 
ons of the Bones, and cutting off Limbs; ut e grinding. in pieces 
of my Whale Body, and: he Tormeats Devil hin IE come 
upon me,'{& I may bur attain to ſeſus Chriſt. 

VI. All che Compaſs of the Earth, ae che "Kip gdoms of this 
World will profic "a nothing. It is be — 15 dye for the 
ſale of Jeſus Chriſt, than to rule unto the utm 5 Ends of the Earth. 
rr ofited", "if be jhall gain the whole World, bur loſe his 
enn Son? (5) * "Tis 7 the Lord I delle; the Son of the true God and 
Father, even Jeſt Chriſt. Tis Him chat J ſeek after, who died for 
'us; and roſe — Pardon me, my Brethren; Be not my Hin- 
Arànes i in attaining to Life; for Jeſus is the Life of the Faithful. 
Be not deſirous that I ſhould dye; For Life ic ſelf without Chriſt is 
no better than Death, When I am deſirous to go to God, do not 
ye yield me back to the World, Suffer me to partake of the pure 
L When I arrive there I ſhall be a Mari of God. Permit me 

mitate che Paſſion of Chriſt, m ay God, If any one has him with- 
e jn himſelf, let him conſider what I deſire, and let him have Compat- 
fion on me; as knowing how'l am ſtraitned. Rap 

VIE The Prince of this World would fain carry me away, and 
"corrupt my Will towards my God. Let none therefore that are 
- with you help him. Rather do ye join with me, that is, with God. 
Vo not/ſpeak of Jeſus Chriſt, and yet prefer this World before him. 
Let not any Envy dwell among you. Do not ye hearken to me, no 
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not tho I my ſelf, when I am with you, ſhould intreat you: Bue 
rather believe what I now write to you. I am alive when I write 
this; and do ffeQicnately deſire to dye forChriſt. My Love is 
crucify'd: and there is no Fire in me that loves any thing: but 
there is &iv6ng Water ſpringing ei me (e, which calls to me inwards 
ly, Come to the Father. I cake no Pleaſure in corruptible Food, 
nor in the Pleaſures of this Life. I deſire. the Bread of God, the 
Heavenly Bread; the Bread of Life ; which is he Fleſh of Jeſus 
Chriſt , the Son of God , who was made in the latter Days of the 
Seed of - Davie. and Abraham. I defice that Drink which is his 
Blood; which is incorruptible Love, and eternal Life. 

VIII. I have no.Defire to live any longer among Men. And I fhall 
attain my Deſite if you conſent. I aw crucify'd with Chriff : but I vet 
yet no longar I, ſince Chriſt lives in ma (. I make my Requeſt to you 
in this ſhort r. Do not refuſe me. Believe me that I love Je- 
ſus, [ becauſe. he loved me, and] was delivered up for me. br 
ſhall I return unto the Lord for all the Benefits be bai rewarded me with ? 
(c) Now God himſelf, even the Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
mall manifeſt: this to you that I ſpeak Truth. And do you prog 
with me, that I may attain my Aim, in the Holy Spirit. ave 
not written to you after the Fleſh, but according to the Will of God. 
of — ſuffer, ye have loved me: if I ſhall be rejected, ye have 

ed me. 5 ö . n3 a - N 

IX. Remember in your Prayers the Church which is in Syria 

which now enjoys the Lord for its Shepherd, inſtead of me: t 
Lord who ſaid, Im the good Sbepherd(d). . He alone, together with 
your Love to Him, will be their Overſeer. But I am aſhamed to 
be reckon'd as one of them: For neither am I worthy ; being, ths 
leaſt of them, and as one born out of due time. But I ſhall have 
obtained Mercy to be conſiderable, if I ſhall attain unto God, 
Spirit ſalutes you, and the Love of the Churches which have recez« 
ved me, for the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and not as 2 Paſſenger only. 
For even choſe Churches that did not belong to me, conducted me 
in the way from City to City. | . 

X. Theſe things I write to you from Swyrne , by the Epheſiants 
thoſe moſt worthy and happy . There is now with me, t 
gether with many othets, Crocus, that beloved Name. As for t 
that went before me from Syria to Rome, to the Glory, of God, 1 
ſuppoſe you are not ignorant of them, Si nite to them that I drave 
near: For they are all worthy both of God and of you + Whom ie jo 
fie you ſuauld refceſh in all things. This I have written to you th 
Ninth of the Calends of September. Fare ye well, unto the End, in 
the Patience of Jeſus Chriſt. 117975 
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th er, and of the Lord Jeſu Chriſt which is al Philadelphia ; #hich bas 

” e Mercy in Love; which is eftdbliſhed ih the ben of Grd, ani 
Beek in the 1 1. 1 þ our Lord Feſtus; inſepardbly;-and through þ his 

N 90 Re ſurrefion, hs tained to 2 fell Aſſurance in Merty : "Which 1 ſalute 
in the Ble ＋ 7. 17 Chriſt; fn is our eternal and laſting Jey ; efpe- 

.. Siolly while Joh ate united to your Biſhop, and Presbyterr, and Deacons, 
* af dinted | Y} e Will of God the Father, through our Lovd Jeſus Chriſt ; 
*?* who actordipy t bis own Will has firmly eftabliſh'd hu Church upon s 
© Rock, by a ſpiritual Building, not made with Hand: gh which the 
e ani the Hood have beaten, ' but have not be en ble ro overrurn it. 
And may, Spiritual Wickedneſſes never be able to overtum it, but be 


— SY I. he Power of J er Chrif our Lord. 


Avid {Fen your Biſhop, I know that he was not. Sante by 
him Ib. Abe by Men, nor out of Vain- glory, but has 
vers vouchlaf d to be intruſted with that Miniſtry which is of ſuch 
common Concern, nor of himſelf, neither by Men (a), nor out of Vain- 
glory * but by. the Love of Jeſus Chriſt, and of God the Father, who 
* raiſed him from the Dead. Whoſe mild Temper has ſurprized me: 
who b his Silence is alſo able ro do more than thoſe that talk a great 
geil; "ho he is fitted to the Commands and Ordinances of the Lord, 
K. the 29 to their Harp; and is as unblameable as was Zachary 
e Prieſt; Wherefore my Soul cannot but admire his Temper of 
Mind towards God, as knowing it to be virtuous and perfect; and 
his unſhaken Stedfaltneſs, and Freedom from: Anger, i in all the Mo- 

eration of the Living God. 
II. Do you therefore, as Children of Li ight, da of the Truth, 
"flee the Divifions of Unity, and the falſe Do&rines! of the'Here- 
ricks ; from whom Pollation is gone forth inte at the Earth (b). Now 
where the Shepherd is, there do ye, as Sheep, follow after; for 
555 are many Volden in Sheeps claathing (c), which with a wicked 
leaſure lead Captive thoſe that run in the Race of God: But in 

r Concord they ſhall find no place. 

III. Abſtain therefore from thoſe Evil plants, which are not Uſe 
We. the Cultivation of Jeſus Chriſt, but of that Wild Beaſt who is 
"the Slayer of Men. Becauſe ſuch ate not the Plantation of the Fa- 
"ther, but the Seed of the Evil One. I do not write thus becauſe I 
have found Diviſion already among you; but I fotearm you, as the 
Children of- God. For as many as. belong to Chriſt are with the 
As ; but 05 many as 5 from him, — embrace Commu- 
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nion with the accurſed, they ſhall be eut oF together with them. 
For they are not Chriſt's Husbandry but the Seed of the Wicked 
One: from whom may you all be deliver'd by the Prayers of the 
Shepherd, that moſt faithful and gentle Shepherd, who preſides 
over you. I therefore exhort you in the Lord to receive all thoſe 
that repent and return to the pe, — the Church, with all Gen- 
tleneſs; that by yaur Kindneſs and Fordearance they may (a) rec. 
wer themſelves out of ibe Snare the Devil: may become worthy of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo may obtain eternal Salvation in the Kingdom of 
Chriſt. Be not deceived, my Brethren,'if any. one follows him 
that ſeparates from the Truth, he'ſhaltnvt inherit the Kingdom of 
God! And if any one does not eſchew a Lying Preacher, he ſhall 
be condemned to Hel}, For we muſt neither ſeparate from Religi- 
ous Perſons, nor aflociate with the Irreligious. If any one walks 
after ſtrange Doctrine, he is not of Chriſt, nor a Partaker of his 
Sufferings; but is one of the Foxes which ſpoil the Vineyard (6b) of 
Chriſt. Have no Fel/owſbip with ſuch an one it), leſt you periſh toge- 
ther with him; no,-nor'if he be thy Father, thy Son, thy Brother, 
or one of thire-own Family. For, ſays the Secipture, Thine Eye 
ſhall not ſpare him (4). You ought therefore to hate thoſe that hate 
God, and to be grieved at hu Enemies (+). I do not mean that you are 
to beat them, or perſecure them; as ds the Gentiles who krow not the 
Lord God (F); but to eſteem them your Enemies, and to ſeparate 
from them; bur ſtill to admoniſh them, and invite them to Repen- 
tance : If perchance they, will at laſt hearken, if perchance they 
will at laſt ſubmit. For our God is a Lover of Mankind, and will 
have all Men to be ſaved, and to come to the Knowledge of the Truth (g). 
Wherefore he makes hu Sun to riſe on the evil pnd en the good, and ſends 
«th Rain on the juſt and un j ſi (h: whole Kindneſs when our Lord 
would invite us to imitate, he tays, Be ye perſect, even as your Father 
which # in Heaven u perfett (i). 

IV. I am perſuaded of you in the Lord that you will be of none 
other Mind. Wherefare I write boldly ro your Love, which is wor- 
thy of God; and exhort you ro continue in one Faith, one Preach» 
ing, and one Euchariſt : For the Fleſh of the Lord Jeſus is but one; 
and his Blood which was ſhed for us but one; Qne Loaf is broken” 
to all the Communicants ; and one Cup diſtributed ro them all: 
There is but one Altar for the whole Church; and one Biſhop, with 
the Presbytery, and the Deacons, my Fellow-Servants. Since there 
is but One Unbegotten Being, God even the Father? And One on- 
ly.-begotten Son, God the Word, and Man + And One Comforter; 
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tho Spirit of Truth. But one Preaching ; ( One Faith; One Baptiſm; 
One Church, which che Hoy Apoſtles founded from the one End 
, ofithe Earth to the other, in the Blood of Chriſt, by their own 
Swear'and Labours. It hehoves you therefore; 28 a peculiar people, 
an holy. Nation: (4), to petform all shings in Concord in Chriſt- 
Wives, be ye ſubject to your Husbands, in the Fear of God (c). 
Virging, be ye ſubje& to Chriſt in Incorruption; not out of 
Abhorrence of Matrimony , but as having choſen the nobler State 
Not to the Reproach of the Bond of Wedlock, but for the Medita- 
tion of the Law. Children obey your Parents, and have an Aﬀe. 
ction for them, as Inſtruments under God for your Procreation. 
Servants, be ſubje& to your Maſters, in God; that ye may become 
the Freemen of Chrift (a). Husbands, love your Wives, as the Fel- 
low. Servants of the ſame God, as your own Body, as Partners in Life, 
and Aſſiſtants for the Procreation of Children. Virgins, have Chriſt 
alone before your Eyes, and his Father in your Prayers; being en- 
lightened by the Spirit; And may I enjoy your Holineſs, as that of 
Elijah, as of Joſbua the Son of Nun, as of Melchiſedeck, as of Eliſha, 
8s of Jeremiah, as of John the Baptiſt, as of the Beloved Diſciple, as 
of Timothy, as of Titus, as of Euodius, as of Clement: Which are de- 
parted this Life in a purł Virginity. Not that I blame the reſt of 
thoſe Bleſſed Perſons. who entred into that Married State which I 
juſt now mentioned; For. I wiſh that being found worthy of God, 
may be found at their Feet in the Kingdom; as at the Feet of 
Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob; as of Joſeph, and Iſaiab, and the reſt 
of the Prophets; as of Peter and Paul, and the reſt of the Apoltleg, 
who were married Men. Not that they did fo for the ſake of Plex. 
ſure, but out of regard to the Propagation of their Kind. Fathers, 
(e) bring up your Children in the Nurture and Admonition of the Lord; 
and teach them the Holy Scriptures and Trades ; that they may nor 
indulge themſelves in Idleneſs. Now the Scripture ſays, ( 4 righ- 
Feous Father does educate his Children well: His heart ſball rejoice in a Son 
of underfianding. Maſters, be gentle towards your Servants, as Holy 
(g Fob teaches you; for there is one Nature, and there is one Race 
of Mankind. For (kh) in Chriſt there is neither bond nor free. Let Go- 
vernors be obedient to Ceſsr ; The Soldiers to thoſe Governors; 
The Deacons to the Presbyters, as to Prieſts; The Presbyters and 
Deacons, and the reſt of the Clergy, together with all the People, 
and the Soldiers, and the Governors, and Cæſar himſelf to the Bi- 
ſhop ; The Biſhop to Chriſt ; as Chriſt is obedient ro his Father : 
And ſo Unity is preſerved in all Things. Let not the Widows be 
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Wanderers about; nor Indulgers of their Appetite, nor Gadders A- 
broad; bur (2) like F#4#frh, Famous for ber Gravity; and (i) like 
Auna, Eminent for her Soberneſs. I do not Ordein theſe Things as 
an Apoſtle : For (e) who am I, or what is my Father's houſe, chat I ſhould 
pretend to be equal in Dignity to them? But as your {#) Feltow» 
Soldier T ſupply the Place of a Monitor to you. ; 0012 Lat 
V. My Brethren, my Affection towards you makes me enlarge 
my ſelf the more; and being overjoy'd, I endeavour to ſecure you 
againſt Danger, tho' indeed not ſo much I my ſelf, as the Lord Jeſus 
by me. In whom being bound I am the more fearful; for Iam not 
yer perfected. But your Prayers to God ſhall make me perftQ ; that 
may attain to him in whom I am called: Whilſt I flee to the Gos 
ſpel as to the Fleſh of Jeſus Chriſt 3 and to the Apoſtles as to the 
Presbytery of the Church. I do alſo love the Prophets, as thoſe whe 
preached Chriſt, and were Partakers of the ſame Spirit with the A- 
oſtles. For as the falſe Prophets and falſe Apoſtles drew to them» 
elves the ſame wicked, and deceitful, and ſeducing Spirit; So alſo 
did the Prophets and Apoſtles receive the ſame Holy Spirit, the good, 
the governing, the true, and the (e) teaching Spirit; from (/ God, 
by Jeſus Chriſt. For there is One God of the Old and New Teſta» 


ment; one (g Mediator between Grd and Men; for the Creation of the 
Intelligent and Viſible Beings, and for a proper and ſuitable Provi- 


dence to be exercis'd over them. There is allo One Comforter; 
who wrought in Moſes, and the Prophets, and Apoſtles. All the 
Saints therefore were ſaved by Chriſt; hoping in him, and waiting 
for him; and they obtained through him Salvation; being Hol 
Perſons, worthy of Love and Admiratiog, atteſted to by Jeſus Chris, 
VI. If any one preaches the One God of the Law and of the Pro- 
phets, bur denies Chriſt to be the Son of God, he is a Lyay, as is 
alſo (H) bis Father the Devil. Such an one is'a Few, fallly fo called; 
of the Circumciſion which is from beneath. If any one confeſſes 
Chriſt Jeſus to be the Lord, but denies the God of the Law and of 


the Prophets; ſaying, that the Father of Chriſt is not the Maker of 
Heaven and Earth; ſuch an one har not abode in the truth, no more 


than his () Father the Devil: And he is the Diſciple of Simon the 


Magician, and not of the Holy Spirit. If any one ſays, There ig 


One God; and alſo confefſes Chriſt Jeſus; but ſuppoſes him to be 
compos'd only of a Soul and Body; ſuch an one is a Serpent, that 
preaches Deceit and Error, to the Deſtruction of Mea. Such an one 
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is Poor in his Under ſtamdiug, as he is called by Name, Ebion. If any 
one confeſſes theſe Things, but calls the uſe of Lawful Marriage, 
and the begetting of Children, Corruption and Pollution; or calls 
ſome Kind of Food Abominable ; ſuch an one has the Apoſtate Dra- 
gon. inhabiting: within him. If any one confeſſes the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, and praiſes the Creation, but affirms the Incarna- 
tion to be only an Appearance, and is aſham's of the baſſion; Such 
a one has denied the Faith, no leſs than the Jews who ſlew Chriſt, 
If any one confeſſes theſe Things, and that God the Word did inhs- 
bit in a Human Body, being therein rhe Word, as the Soul is in the 
Body; becauſe it was a God that was the Iahabitant, and nor a Hu- 
man Soul; bur yet affirms that unla wful Mixtures are a good thing, 
and places the compleat Happineſs in Pleaſure ; as do the Nicolaitan- 
falſly id called; ſuch a one can neither be a Lover of God, nor a 
Lover of Chriſt; but is a Corrupter of his own Fleſh ; and is there- 
fore void of the Holy Spirit; and eſtranged from Chriſt. All ſuch 
as theſe-are Monuments and Sepulchres ot the Dead; upon which 
are written only the Names of dead Men. Do you theretore avoid 
the wicked Arts, and the Snares cf the Spirit which now (a] worketh 
in the Children of this World; Leſt being one time or cther oppreſſed 
thereby, ye be weaken'd in your Love. But do you all meet toge- 
thor in one place, with an undivided Heart, and a willing Mind, 
being (4) of one accord, of one mind; being always of the ſame Opi- 
nion about the ſame things; when you are at reſt, or in Dangers, ot 
in Trouble, or in Joy. I give thanks to God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
that I have a- good Conſcience among you; and that no one can 
boaſt either privately or openly that I have been burdenſome to any 

one, either in a ſmall Matter or a great one. And I pray for all 
among whom I have ſpoken, that they may not have it for a Teſti. 
mony againſt them. i 

VII. For alrho' ſome would have ſeduc'd me, according to the 
Fleſh, yet is not my Spirit ſeduced ; for I have received it from God. 
For (c) it knows whence it comes, and whither it goes ;, and reproves the 
Things that are ſecret. For while I was among you I cried aloud, I 
ſpake with a greac Voice. Tis not my Word, but God's: Hearken 
to your Biſhop, your Presby: ty, and your Deacons. But if ye 1 
that I ſpake this as having learn'd before- hand the Diviſion of ſome 
among you; He is my Wicnels for whoſe ſake I am in Bonds, that I 
knew nothing of it from any Man whomſoeyer: But the Spirit 
Preached to me, ſaying theſe 1 hings; De nothing without your Biſbep; 
Keep your Flejh as the Temple.of God ; Love Unity; Flee Diviſions ; Be ye 
followers of Paul, aud of the reſt of the Aprſfiles, as b were alſo N 
Chriſt. 
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VIII. I therefore did what properly belonged to me, 28 , Man 
campos d to Unity. Adding this alſo, That where there: is Diverſis! 
ty of Opinion and Wrath, and Hatred, there God dors not d well. 
God therefore forgives thoſe that repent, if they, with one Conſent. 
return to the Unity of Chriſt, aud the Council of the Biſhop. I. 
believe in the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt that he will looſe you from every 
bend of Wickedneſ; (a). 1 therefore exhorr you that you do nothing 
our of Str fe, but according to the Doctrine of Chriſt. For I have 
heard ſome ſay, Unleſs I can find the fame things in the Archives, 
I will not believe the Goſpel. To ſuch as theſe I ſay, my Archives. 
are Jeſus Chriſt ; whom not to hearken to is manifeſt Deſtruction. 
My untouch'd Archives are his Croſs, and Death, and his Reſurre- 
ion, and the Faith concerning theſe Things; wherein I defire to 
be juſtified by your Prayers. He that disbelieves the Goſpel disbe«, 
lieves all at once. The Archives of the Spirit are not expoſed to, 
all. Tis hard to kick againſt the Pricks: 'Tis hard to disbelieve 
Chriſty, 'Tis-hard to rejett the Preaching of the Apoſtles. 

IX. The Vrieſts indeed, and Miniſters of the Word are good, but 
the High Prieſt is better; who is intruſted with the moſt _ 
Things: Wha is alone intruſted with the hidden Things of God. 
The Miniſtring Powers of God ate good. The Comforter is good, 
and moſt Holy above all Things, and the Servant of the Word. 
But the High Prieſt and Prince of High Prieſts, who is the Legate 
and Miniſter of the Father, an4 Prince of the Legions of the Hea« 
venly Hoſt, is moſt Holy above all Holy Beings ; by whom the Fa- 
ther made all Things, and provides for them all. He is the Way (4) 
which leads to the Father: The Rock (e), the Wall, the Key, the 
Shepherd, the Sacrifice, the Door (a) of Knowledge: thro' which are 
encred Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, and Moſes, and the whole 
Choir of the Prophers; and all the Pillars of the World, the Apoſtles ; 
and the Spouſe of Chriſt; on whoſe Account he pour'd out his own 
B'ood, as her Marriage Purchaſe, that he might redeem her. All 
theſe things center in the Unity of the One and;only True God. 
But the Goſpel has it ſelf ſome what exttaordinaty the Coming of 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, his Paſſion, and the Reſurrection it ſelf. For 
what Things the Prophets, declar'd, ſaying., Until he ſball come for 
whim it is reſerved ; and hs ſhall be the Expect ain of the Gentiles (e); 
the ſame arc fulfill'd in the Goſpel; Our Lord ſaying, (f)G» ye and 
teach all Nations ; bapt xing them unto the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Gli2ft. All therefore togerher are good: The 
Law, the Prophets, the Apoſtles, the whole Company of the Faith» 
ful which has believed through chem; only if we love one another. 
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„ N piſibeſ TENT tus: 


X. Sinee- I am inform'd that: according to your Prayers, and the 
Be wels which ye have in Chriſt Jeſus, the Church which is at Anti- 
och in dyria is noui in Peace) it is proper for you, as you are a Church 
of God, to chuſe a Biſhop, that he may undertake a Divine Embaſ. 

- that they may obtain the Favour to meet all in the ſame Plice, 


aud to glorify the Name of God. Bleſſed is he in Chriſt Jeſus, who 


ſhalf be thought worthy of this Adminiſtration. And if you do 

ur Part therein you will receive Glory in Chriſt. If you be wil- 
ng tis by no means impoſſible to be done, for the Name of God, 
As the neireſt Churches have already ſent ſome of them Biſhops, 
and others of them Presbyters and Deacons. 

XI. Now concerning Philo the Deacon, a Man of Cilicis, having 
a'good Teſtimony; who ſtill miniſters to me in the Word of God; 
together with Ga/as and Agathiprs, ( a choſen Perſon, who follows 
rhe from Syria, having renounted this World; ) who alſo. bear Wit- 
neſs concerning you both. I my ſelf do return Thanks unto God 
on your Account, becauſe you have received them, and the Lord 
will alſo. receive you. But thoſe that have diſhonour'd them may 


they be delivered by the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt ; who willerh net the 


Death of a Sinner, but his Repentanc (a). The Love of the Brethren 
that are at Troge ſalutes you; whence alſo TI write unto you by Burrbw, 
who was ſent'with me by thoſe of Epheſus and Smyrna, out of Re- 
— to me : Whom our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will require, in whom 


they hope, in their Fleſh, Soul, and Spirit; in Faith, Love, and 


Concord. Fare ye well in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our common 
Hope, in the Holy Spirit. = 
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To the Smyrnæans. 


Ignatius, who 7s alſd caled Theophorus, To the Church of the oft High 
God the Father, and of his Beloved Son Jeſus Chrift, which has obtained 
" the Favour of every Gift, being filed with Faith and Love, ſo that it u 
wanting in uo Gift: To the Church which u at Smyrna in Afia , met 
wort by of Gd, and which has his Temple in them. All Joy in bis im- 
maculate Spirit, and it the Word of God. | 


I. I Glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who by 
I him has thus inſtructed you. For I have obſferv'd that you are 
fixed in en immoveable Faith, as if you were'nail'd to the Croſs of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the Fleſh, and in the Spirit; and are con- 


firm'd in Love, through the Blood of Chriſt ; as being fully and 
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2 Pet. III. 9. 


(„ 84k. XVIII. 23, 32. XXX III. . 


God, 
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e U propre of the things concerning ourLord JefasChrift;theSon 
{> Wot God, che n of everyCreatur?(a), God the Word, the Only Begox- 
- ten Son [according to the Will and Power of God,] who was of rht 


Seed ef David according t0 the Fleſh (b), and of the Virgin Mary; who 
2 WH was baptized by John, that all Righteouſneſs might be fulfiled by him (r): 
0 Who converſed holily, without Sin, and Who under Penis, Pilure 
0 and Herod the Tetrarch was in the Fleſh really nailed to the Ctoſs 
- WH for us, From whom we all are, from his Divine and Blefſed Paffiby, 
. that he might ſet up aSignal(4)for all Ages by his Reſurrection, for 
, Saints and Faithful Followers, whether among the Je- or Gentiles, 
in the one Body of his Church. - | 1-2. 
II. For he ſuffered all theſe Things for us; and he really ſaffer'd 
them, and not in Appearance only: As alſo did he really riſe again 
But not as ſome of the Unbelievers, who are xſham'd of the Formas 
tion of Man, of the Croſs, and of the Death of Chriſt, fay /- that 
he took' 'a' Body of the Virgin in Appearance, and not in Truth; 


was made Fleſh (e): And again, Deftroy this Temple, and in thret' dy- 
I will -yaife it up (f): And again, If I be lifted up from the Earth, I will 
draw all Men unto me (g). Therefore the Word did inhabit in Fleſh: 
For Wiſdom built her ſelf an Heuſe (h). The Word raiſed up his on 
Temple, when it was deſtroy'd by the Jews , thoſe Fighters 7 
Chriſt, and this on the third Day. The Word, when his Fleſh was 
lifted up, uſter the manner of the Serpent in the Wilderneſt (i), has 
drawn" a Mm to him unte eternal Salvation (E. ning 
III. Bae I know that he was in the Body, not only in his being 
Born and Crucify'd, but I alſo know ther he was in the Fleſh after 
his Reſurrection, and believe him to be fo. And when he came to 
Peter, and to thoſe that were with him, he faid unto them, Tale, 
Hayale me, and ſee that I am net an incorporeal Dames: For a Spirit hag 
vot Fleſh and Bene, as ye-ſee me have (I 4. And he' fays to Thema 
Reach hither thy Finger unto the print of the Nails (m); and reach hitber 
thy Hand, and thruft it into my Si de, and 12 believed that 
he was the Chriſt. Wherefore Them alſo ſays to him, My Lord m. 
my Gd. For upon this Account alſo did they deſpiſe Death; for eis 
too little to ſay Affronts and Stripes only. Nor was this all, but al. 
ſo affer he had ſhewed himſelf to them, that he was truly riſen, 
not only ih Appearance; He both Eat and Drank with them — 
Forty entitt Days (v), and ſo: with that Fleſh was he in their Sigi 
received up to him that ſent him; being with that very fame Fleſh 


to come again with Glory and Power. For, ſay the Oracles 9 


— * 


(a) Col I. 15. (6) R. I. 3. (c) Matth. III. 15. (a4) Ie V. 
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and ſuffer'd in Appearance; forgetting him that had ſaid, The Word 
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God, This, ſame Jeſus which us taken up from you into Heaven ſball em 


in the' ſame manner u ye have ſeen- him going to Heaven (a). But 
if they ſay, He will come at the End of the World withaut's Body: 

425 hall thoſe ſee him that pierced him (6), and when they know 
im, mourn for themſelves. For Incorporeal Beings have neither 


Form, nor Figure, nor Mark of an Animal.in a Shape, on Account 
of the Simplicity of their Nature. 6.4 V4 | 

IV. Now I admoniſh you of theſes Things, Beloved ; knowing 
that you your ſelves alſo are of the ſame Mind Bur I forcarm' you 
againſt certain Beaſts in the Shape of Men, whom you muſt not on- 
ly reje&, but muſt flee from them. Only pray for them, if by any 
means they may be brought to Repentance., For if the Lord were 
in a Body in Appearance, and was crucify'd in Appearance only, 
then am I bound in Appearance only: Why then do I expoſe my 
ſelf to Death, to the Fire, to the Sword; to'the Wild Beaſt 2 But I 


endute all things for Chriſt : Not in Appearance only, but in Reali- 


ty; that I may ſuffer with him, by his ſtrengthening me: For of 
my ſelf I have not ſuch Ability, , "oe 1 

V. Whom ſome not knowing have deny'd ; being the Advocates, 
of Falſhood, and not of the Truth. Whom neither the Prophecies, 
nor the Law of Moſes, nor indeed the Goſpel it ſelf ; nay, nor eve- 
ry one of our Sufferings have hitherto convinc'd. For they think 
alſo the ſame things of us. For what does 2 Man profit me, if he 
Commends me, and Blaſphemes my Lord? not owning him to be a 
God bearing Fleſh about him. Now he that does not agree to this 
Jas entirely deny'd him, and himſelf bears Death about him. But 
At. for their Names, being the Names only of Unbelievers, I thought 
it not fitting at this Time to write them unto you. Nay, God 
forbid that I ſhould ever mention them, until they repent. . 


* - * * 


VI. Let no Man deceive himſelf: Unleſs: he believes that Chriſt 
Jeſus has converſed in Fleſh, and confeſſes bis Croſs and Paſſion, and 
that Blood which he has ſhed for the Salvation of the World, he 
ſhall not obtain Eternal Life: Tho! he be a King, .tho' a Prieſt, tho 
Ruler, tho' a private Perſon: Tho; a Maſter yr a Servant; a Man 
Or a Woman. He that is 1 ie, let him receive it (+). He 
. that hears, let him hear (d). no Man's Place, or Dignity, or 
Rich puff him up: And let no Man's low Eſtate or Poverty abaſe 
m. 


es 
For the main Buſineſs is Faith toward God; and Hope to- 
wards Chriſt ; the Enjoyment of thoſe good Things we expect; and 
,ove towards God and our Neighbour. For, Then ſbalt love the Lord 
ed with all thine heart; and thy Neighbour as thy ſelf (e). And 
t e Lord ſays, This is Life eternal to know the Only True God; and Je- 
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us Chrift whow he has ſent (). And again, 4 new Commandment 1 
give unto ou, thet ye love one another (4), On theſe two Commandments 
hang all the Law and the Prophets (ce). Do ye therefore obſerve 
thoſe who preach other Doctrines, how they determine that the Fa- 
ther of Chriſt cannot be known; and how they have Enmity an 
Deceit one with another, They have no Regard for Charity ; the 
deſpiſe the good Things we expect hereafter ; they eſteem the pre- 
ſent Things as if hey were durable; they affront him that js in 
Affliction ; they laugh at him tht is in Bonds; 5 
XVII. They are aſham'd of the Croſs; they mock the Paſſion 
they make a Jeſt of the ReſurreHjon ; they are the Off ſprin of 
that Spirit which is the Author of Evil; who hindred 4daw.,from 
keeping the Commandment, by the means of his Wife; who ſfew 
Abel by the Hands of Cain; who fought againſt J; who was the 
Acculer of Joſhus the Son of Joſedek ; who ſought to (4) ſift the Faith 
of the Apoſtles; who ſtirred up the Multicude of the Few: againſt 
the Lord; and who (e) now works in the Children. of Diſobedience: 
From whom the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will deliver us, who () prayed 
E the Facher] that the Apoſtles Faith might not fail: Not becauſe 
imſelf was nor able to preſerve it ; bur becauſe he rejoic'd in the 
Supereminence of the Father, ſrherefore did he pray to bim for 
them.] It will therefore become you to abſtain from ſuch Perſons ; 
and neither to diſcoprſe with them privately nor publickly : But to 
give heed to the Law, and to the Prophets, and to thoſe who have 
preached to you the Word of Salvation, But do you flee from the 
R Hereſies, and thoſe that make Schiſms, as the Origin of 
Evi | 
VIII. Do you alfo follow your Biſhop, as Chriſt Jeſus did his 
Father; and your Presbytery, as the Apoſtles. Do you alſo Reve- 
727 the Deacons, as thoſe that Adminiſter the Commands of God. 
Let no Man do any thing that belongs to the Church without the 
Biſhop Ler that Euchariſt be eſteemed valid which is under the 
Biſhop's Management ; or his whom the Biſhop appoints. Where- 
ſor ver the Biſhop ſhall appear there let the Mulcitude be. As where 
Chriſt is, there does all the Heavenly Hoſt ſtand by, attending on 
bim as the Commander of the Lord's Army, and as the Diſpoſer of 
every Rational Nature, Without the Biſhop 'ris not lawful either 
to Baptize, or to Offer, or to Hreſent the Sacrifice, or to Celebrate the 
Love Feaſt, But what ſeems fic to him is agreeable to the Will of 
God: That ſo whatſoever ye do may be ſecure and valid. 
IX For what remains, it is reaſonable that we ſhould repent 


* 


vhilſt there is yet time to return unto God. ' For, (g) In the inui- 


() Jebn XVII. z. (6) XIII. 34. (e) Mett. XXII. 40. 
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Fble World there is none who tan conſeſs his Sint. For, (a) Bebold the Man, 
and hu Work is before him. Now the Scriprure ſays, (S) My Son, fear thou 
God and the King, And ſay I, Fear thou God, as the Author and 
Lord of all Things : And the Bifhop, as the High Prieft who bears 
the Image of God : Of God in his Capacity of Governing; of 
Chriſt in his Office of Prieſthood. After him we muſt alſo Honour 
the King. For there is none more excellent than' or comparible to 
God among all the vai that are. Neither is there any one in the 
Church greater than the Biſhop ; who exerciſes the Office of a Prieſt 
x09 God, for the Salvation of the whole World. Nor is there any 
ne to be compar'd to the King among the Rulers : Who manages 
the Affairs of Peace and good Order for his Subjects. He that ho- 
urs the Biſhop ſhall be bonoured by God : As he who diſhonours 
im ſhall be puniſhed by God. For if he that riſes up againſt Kings 
Mhall be juſtly eſteemed worthy of Puniſhment ; as diſſolving the 
good Order of the Publick ; Of (c) hew much ſorer Puniſhment ſup- 
Foſe 54 Jball br be thought worthy who preſumes to do any thing with- 
out Hig Biſhop ? As diſtracting the Church's Concord, and bringing 
Jep good Order to Confulion, For the Prieſthood is an Office ſur. 
ſling all the good Things among Men. Againſt which he that is 
8. to ri 


15 D; does not diſhonour Man but God; and Chriſt Je. 
us the Firſi-born [of every Creature,] and the only High-Prieſt b 
Nature of the Father, Let all thipgs therefore be done by you with 
I goo Order in Chriſt. Let Lay Perſons be ſubje& to the Deacons ; 
the 
B 


* 
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Deacons to the Presbyters ; the Presbyters to the Biſhop ; the 
iſhop to Chriſt ; as he is ſubje& to his Father. As ye Brethren 
have refreſhed me, ſo may Jeſus Chriſt refreſh you. Ve have loved 
me both preſent and abſent. God will requite you; for whoſe ſake 
ye have thew'd ſuch Kindneſs to his Priſoner Por altbo' I am not 
worthy thereof, yet your Readineſs to aſſiſt me is a great Thing, 
For, (a4) He that honours 4 Prophet in the name of a Prophet, ſhall re- 
ceive # Prophet's Reward. Accordingly tis plain that he that ho- 
nours a-Priſoner of Jeſus Chriſt ſhall receiye a Martyrs Reward. 
64 Ve have done well in that ye have received Philo, and Gaius, 
and gat hepus, who have followed me for the Word of God's ſake, as 
the Deacons of Chriſt, who give exceeding Thanks to the Lord 
for you, becauſe you have refreſh'd them in all things. None of 
- thoſe Things you have done for them will be loſt ro you. (e] 75. 
Lord grant to you that ye may find mercy from the Lord in that day. My 
Spirit be for yours, and my Bonds which ye have not deſpis'd, nor 
been aſhamed of: Wherefore neither ſhall Jeſus Chriſt, our perfect 
Hope, be aſhamed of you. ; | 
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XI. Your Prayers are come to the Church of Antioch, and it is in 
peace: Whence I am bound, and ſalute all; not being worthy to 
come from thence, as being the meaneſt of the Chriſtians there. 
But I am thought worthy, according to the Will of God, not from 
any thing that 1 am Conſcious to my ſelf of, but from the Grace 
of God: Which I pray may be compleatly given me z tha 
your Prayers I may attain, unto God. That therefore yo! ak 
may be compleat both on Earth and in Heaven, it is proper for your 

Gol 


Church to chuſe a- Divine Ambaſſador, to the Hanout of 
that, when he is come to Syria be may rejoice with that 
are at Peace, and that they have [r their own 'Fulgels,. and 
that their own Body has been reſtored. to them. What appears ta 
me fit to be done is this, That you ſend one of your own” Bady 
with an Epiſtle ; that they may with hem gl Cod for that, 
Tranquility r and becauſe by your Prayers I-bave 
obtained Chriſt, my ſafe Haven. Foraſmuch as ye are perfect your 
ſelves, you ought to think of thoſe Things that are perfeck. For 
when you are deſirous to do well, God is alſo ready to; aſſt 
Ou. _ F 3 is +1314 
, XII. The Love of the Brethren that are at Trost ſalutes you ; from 
whence I write to you by Burrbw, whom ye ſent with me, 1 
with the Ephefiens, your Brethren, who has alfo in all things refreſh'd 
me, And I would to God that all imitated him, as being a Pater 
for the Miniſters of God. The Grace of the Lord will requite him 
in all Things. I ſalute your Biſhop Polycerp, who is worthy of God 
and your divine and venerable Pregbytery ; and my Fellow«Servants, 
the Deacons, who have Chriſt within them; and all among you in 
general and in Lata in the Name of Chriſt Jeſus, in his Fleſh, 
and in his Blood, his Paſſion and Reſurrection, both Fleſhly and Spi- 
ritual, in the Unity of God and of you, Grace, Mercy, Peace, and 
Patience be with you always in Chriſt. s 
XIII. I ſalute the Families of my Brethren, with their Wives and 
Children, and the conſtant Virgins, and the Widows. | Fare ye well, 
in the Power of the Spirit Philo my Fellow-Servant, who is with 
me, ſalutes you. I ſalute the Houſhold of Tavis; which I wiſh 
may be eſtabliſh d in Faith and Love both Fleſhly and Spiritual. I 
ſalute Alce, that Name to me ſo deſirable ; and the incomparable 
Daphnus, and Eutecuus, and every. one by Name. Fare ye well, in 
the Grace of God, and of our — Jeſus Chriſt; filled with the 


Holy Ghoſt, and with Divine and Holy Wiſdom. 


E 
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. ; Y PITTING! ; | 
oy eds. tif 471 To Polycarp. 3 
Tgnitius',” Biſbop of Antider; who ir alſo the Marys of Feſus Chriſt, 1 
. Polycarp, Biſbop of the Church which is at Smyrna; over whom ra. 
© they Gd the Father, and Jef Chrift is Biſhop. All Jo. 


JE Nowing that thy Will in God is fixed, as it were, upon an im. 
NN moveable; Rock, F exceedingly rejoice that I have been 
thought worthy to ſee thy blameleſs Face; which may I always en- 
y in- God. I beſeech thee by that Grace wherewith thou art cloath'd 
co preſs forward in thy Courſe , and to exhort all others, that they 
may be ſav'd. Maintain thy Character with all Care, both Fleſhly 
and Spiritual. Take care of the Church's Unity, than which no- 
thing is better. Beer with all Men, even as the Lord does with 
thee : Support all in Love, as alſo thou doeſt. Allow time for con- 
tinual Prayers. Ask more Underſtanding than thou haſt already. Be 
watchful as one that has his Spirit always awake. Speak to every one 
#ceording to the Divine Aſſiſtance. Bear the Infirmities of all, as a 
perfe& Combarant : As does the Lord of all himſelf. For, fays the 
Beilptare, (a) Himſelf took our Iuffrmities, and bare our Siclneſſis. 
Where the Labour is great, the Gain is great alſo. *' 
II. If thou loveſt the good Diſciples, this is not Thank-worthy ; 
But do thou rather ſubje& ro thee the Peſtilent by Meekneſs. Every 
Wound is not healed with the ſame Plaiſter. If the Acceſſions of the 
Diſeaſe be vehement, mollify them with ſoft Remedies. (6) Be thou 
wiſe in all things, as a Serpent; and always harmleſs as Dove. For this 
Cauſe art thou compos'd of Soul and Body, art both Fleſhly and 
Spiritual, that thou may ſt reform thoſe Things that 1 before 
thy Face, and may'ſt pray that the inviſible Things may be diſcover- 
ed to thee ; that thou may'ſt not be defective in any thing; but 
may'ſt abound in every Gift. The preſent Seaſon requires thee to 
ay. Forasa Gale of Wind is advantageous to the Pilot : And as 
Phovent are commodious for Safety to a Ship toſt with a Tempeſt, 
ſo is alſo Prayer to thee, in order to thy attaining to God. Watch 
thou'as the Combarant of God ; whoſe Will is Immortality and E- 
ternal Life; of which thou alſo art fully purſuaded. My Soul be 
for _—_ in all Things, and thoſe Bonds of mine which thou haſt 
loved. 38 | TE 1 
III. Let not thoſe that ſeem to be Perſons of Credit, but yet 
teach ſtrange Doctrines, diſturb thee: But ſtand firm as an Anvil 
beaten upon. Tis the Part of a brave Combatant to endure Blows 


— 


— 


) JI. LIIT. 4. Matt. VIII. 7. (6) Matt. X. 16. 
and 
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d yet to overcome; And eſpecially we ought to bear all Things 
for Bode dle, that hd may bear with us, and bring us to his Kings 
dom. Add to thy Diligence continually, Run thy Race more chr 
neſtly. Obſerve the Seaſons of Action. Whiiſt thou art here 
Conquer: For here is the Race, and there are the Crowns. Wait 
for Chriſt the Son of Cud ; for him that was before Time, but _ 
peare& in Time; him that was by Nature-Invifible, but became 


WY fible in the Fleſh ; him that was impalpable, and could not be 
m. touch'd, as Incorporeal; bur: could be ronch'd, nd was palpable. in 
| the Body ; him that was Impaſſible, as being God, but became Pie 
TE ſible:for our fakes, as being a Man; him that endured Afflictiom al 
d manner of Ways for our Sakes. Ir nn Leie BY 0004 
IV. Ler not the Widows be neglected. Next to the Lord be thou 
ly WM their, Guardian. Let nothing be done without thy Approbedient 
Neither do thou do any thing without the Will of God, which int 
th WM deed chow doſt not. He conſtant. Let your Aſſemblies be more 
IJ frequene. Enquire about every one by Name. Do not over look 
ze che Men and Maid-Servants. But neither let them be puffed up 
10 but let them the rather ſerve to the Glory of God That they ma 
obtain from God a more excellent Freedom. Let them not àim to 
” be (eg F * by the Publick ; leſt they be found to be Slaves to their 

own Luits. | $1.19 02) a 8 1 0 
k V. Flee evil Arts; or rather do not ſo much as Diſcourſe about 
them. Say to my Siſters that they Love the Lord, and be ſatisfy a 
with their Husbands, both in the Fleſh and Spirit. In like manner 
exhort, my Brethren, in the Name of Jeſus Chrift, (a)to love their Wives, 
4 the-Lord did the Chareh. If any-one is able to continue in a Vir. 
gin State, to the Honour of the Fleſh of our Lord, let him do it 
without Boaſting, If he boaſts he is undone *. And if he ſets him- 
ſelf up do: be known more then the Biſhop he is ruin'd. It becomes 
thoſe that Marry, whether Men or Women, to be joined cogether 
with the Approbation of the Biſhop : Thar fo their Marriage may 
be according to the Lord, and not out of Luſt, Let all Things be 
done to the Honour of God. » 2 

VI. Hearken to the Biſhop that God may hearken to you. My 
Saul be for theirs that are ſubje& to their Biſhop ; their P g 
and their Deacons. May I have my Portion with them from God. 
Do you in common labour together one with another. Strive toge- 
ther; Run together; Suffer together; Sleep together; And riſe 
together; as the Stewards, and Aſſe ſſors, and Miniſters of God: 
Pleaſe bim under whom you fight,and from whom you are to receive 
your Wages. Let none of you be found a Deſerter. Let your Bap- 
tiſm remain 2s your Arms; your Faith as your Helmet; your Cha- 
rity as your Spear; your Patience as your whole Armour, Eſteem 
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your Works to be tha Talents entruſted! with you , that ye mey re- 
ceive for them Rewards worthy of God. Be ye therefore Long. 
ſaftcring ono towards another in Meckneſs : And God be with you. 
Let me alway —— aa i 1047 v9 -? "23 BI» 
2 VAI. Now-fo as the Church of Antiech in Syria is, ax Fam 
iaformi'd am Peace, thro your Prayets, alſo have been of better Cheer, 
An feper from Care in: God: If fo be that by Suffering I may at- 
tamunto God, ſa ag. to he found a Diſeiple by your: Prayers, Tis 
ft, Q-Pdljcers; molt blefied in God, to call a Council moſt worthy 
f God, and ed chuſe ſome one whom — particularly love; and 
whois diligent, who: may be called a Divine Meſſenger; and to 
honour him with this Journey to Syria: That going to Sin he may 
glorify! your! un wenried Love, to the Glory of God. 'A-Chriſtian 
a> het che Power over himſelf, but muſt be always at Leiſure for 
God's Service. This is both God's Work and yours alſo, when ye 
mall have perfedtedbit For I have this Confidence in your Charity, 
that ya are readily difpas'd to do good, in ſuch a manner as ds agrees 
le ta God, Knowing therefore your earneſt Affection to the Truth 
have exhorted you by this ſhore Epiſt tee. 
VIII. Since therefore I have not been able to write to all the 
Churches, becauſe I muſt ſuddenly fail from ros, to Neopolq, for 
ſo is the Command given, Do you write to the neighbouring 
Churches, as being 1 inſtructed in the Will of God, that they 
1% may do the like I mean that thoſe which are able may ſend 
ſſengers on Foot, and the reſt ſend: Letters by thoſe which ſhall 
| be;feat by you; that ye may be glorify'd in ſo enduring a good 
Work , as you are worthy. I falure every one by Name: Particu- 
Jady che Wife of Epitrapwe , with all her Family and Children. I 
Aalute Artalus my Welk beloved. I ſalute him that ſhall Rave the 
Honour to be ſent to Syris. Grace ſhall be with him for ever, and 
With oy who fends him. I wiſh you all Happineſs always in 
aur God Jeſus Chriſt * In whom do ye continue in the Unity of 
Hdd and of the Biſhop... I ſalute Alce, a Name to me very deſirable. 
Amen. Grace | be with you.] Fare ye well in the Lord. 
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To the Inhabitants of Tarſus. 


Ignatius, who i alſo called Theophorus, 0 the Church which is ſaved 
_ . by Chrift, and is warthy of Praiſe, worthy of Remembrance, and wor- 

tb. of Love, which is in Tarſus. Mercy and Peace from God the Fa- 
ther, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be ever multiplied. Cy | 


1.1 Fight with Beaſts from Syria to Rome: Being even devour d, 
not by brute Creatures, for thoſe ye know, at the Wil 1 
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Wherefore I am read 
thei Croſa 3. fo I may : 
died for me. I therefore, the Priſoner of Chriſt, who am 


211 to the TAN tans” If 


ſpared:{») Dezizt;' but by Beaſts in the Shape of Men! Where⸗ 
py wt Eimſalf lies hid, and thence ; 
me every Day. Bur I have no Regard to Hardſhips ; nor do [ (6) a- 


me; and Wounds 


nan; my life dear ts wy ſelf; lo 2s to. love it better than the Lord, 
for Fire, for wild Beaſts, for the Sword, for 
bue ſee Chriſt, my Saviour and my ods who 
ven 
along by Land and Sea,  exhort. you: (e) Stand faft in the Faith : 
oo th (4) For 8 ſhall live by Faith. Be ye immoyeable; 
[and of one Mind in the Faith ;] () For the Lord males thoſe of ene 
Converſation to dwel in an Houſe...) | a pf Gd a, 
18 M * 222 NA p * 23 8 : 
IT. I have been informed thar ſome of the Miniſters of Satan hays 
been deſirous to diſturb you; Tome aſſerting that Jeſus was Born in 
. and Crucify' d in Appearance, and Died in Appearante. 
ers, that he is not the Son of the Creator: Others, that he is the 
God over all: Others, that he is a meer Man: Others, that this Fleſh 
is not to riſe . again, and that tis our Buſineſs to live and enjoy 4 
Pleaſurahle Life; for that this is the chief Good of Men, who wich- 
in m little while are utterly to periſh... A ſwarm 9 Miſchiefs 
has broken in upon us. (J Bat you have net given place by SubjeZion td 
them, no, not for an hour. For ye are the Fellow-Citizens and Diſci- 
ples of (g) Paul, who fully preach'd the Goſpel from Jeruſalem, and r 
_ ware Hyricum ; and (% brat abent the marks of Cbriſt in his 


III. Whom. ye keeping in Remembrance, do ye fully know that 
Jeſus the Lord was truly born of the Virgin Mary, and made of 4 
Woman, and was really Crucify'd. For, ſays he, (i) God ferbi 1het 
I ſhould glory ſaus in the Croſs of the Lord Wo And he really ſuffered, 
and died, and roſe again: For, ſays he, (4) That Chriſt ſhould ſuffer; 
"nd that he ſhould be the firſt that ſbould riſe from the dead : And again, 
(1) In that be died; bs died unto Sin; but in that he liveth, he liveth an 
God, For othenwiſe what Advantage can there be in Bonds, if Chri 
has net died? What Advantage in Patience? What Advantage in 
Stripes ? And why all this? Peter was crucified ; Pex/ and ( James 
were ſlain with « 4 Sword; (u) John was baniſhed into Patmor;- Stew 
ben was (e) ſtoned to Death by thoſe Fews that flew the Lord: But 
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(s) Dax. VI & XIV. (3) Ad, XX. 44. (e) 1 Cor. XVI. 13. 
(s) Heb, II. 4. Gol. III. 11. (e) ſol. LXVII. 6. ( Gat: 
Nu. © Rem. XV. 19. (ö) Gal, VI. 17: (i) F. 14. (4) . 
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af Ga W qhat he who es bien g mn the Se 
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the Fither.] For, ſays the Apoſtle, 05 —— 7 
whore are at Thing: ; wnil one Lord Jeſus Chrif, by whone art 68 Thing; 
And vgvif, For thert is me Gold, itil one Mete, bitwaek G and Mm, 
»he Man ea, Ori: And (6) (ve i rhe Image of the ui Gud, 
the Firſt-· Born of every Creature, for] (e) by him wire all created 
that are in Heaven on and upon Earth, Vi „ NT 6 is s befere 
all Things, . 40 all Things n. 


V. Aud thee bo kimfelf loner the God over al, ien 
but his Son, he ſays ; (40 1. ſcend winto'my Fut ber aud Bacher, nl 
to my God d your God. And sgiin, (e) When . wH: 7 al be ſab. | 
dus unte him, then ſball be alfe himſelf be 2 e hm, thet pu: r 
all Thing! "under bim, that — bet all in al. Wherefore he it 

J One Poon ehar put all Thing der; and who's An in All; and 
he another t whom all was fabdued-; who alſo ny with all 
rhe reſt, haſt de made ſub jet to rhe other. 4 


VI. Nor i is bis » meer Mat; 1 aka d 
Things were made. For by him were all Things made (g) When he 
made the Heavens I was there wi 'th him, and join d with him in the Fir. f 
ation of "Things ; and be rejeiced with'me daily. How could he be 1 iff v 
meer Man, to whom it was ſaid, (b) Sit thou on my right bann? Hou 

could ſueh mm one ſuy, (i) Before Abraham was, I aww? And apain, 

(4) Glerify me with thy Glory which I had before the World was? Whit le 
in did ever ſuy, () I came diwn from Heaven, wet to de {ine #99 Will, . 
but the Will of him that ſent me? And of what Man was it ever ſaid, k 
(1) He was the true Light, which lighterh every Man that cb inte the e 
World. He wit in the rl; und the World war mae iy hin; and th ill > 
Perla knew bim not. He came unte his own, and hir own received hin te 
wot ? How coold ſuch an One be a meor Ir the beginning Wl 4 
of his Exiſtence from the Virgin ry ? and mot rather God the I tt 
Weed, and the _ ta Soh.. For, () In the beginning 24: Ml pi 
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2 1 Cor. VIII. 6. (3) _—_— @ GL 16, 15 ( J. 

. 19, (e) i Cor. XV. 28, (f) 1 . 3. tt) Prov. VIII. f 
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— pau be hu wn: with Goll 3 and the Mr var Gid. (a [21 
| wade \by biz, aud withexr him war net any Thing made; 
And Bed 4 little — (5) Ft beheld bis Glary,as the Glory of the — 
the Forher, full of Grace anil Trath, And again, (c) The Only-begot« 
_ . fr Av the 2 bir Father, be bath declared him.] And elſe- 


—— . (i The Lord created me the be- 
— hy ma his Works the World did he fraud 19 
| before all the Mowntains dit be ae 


VII. And now, that our Bodies are to be raiſed o, he toys; 
fe) Verily I ſay ante you, that the Hour cometh in the which all that are 
is the Graves D heor the voice — Son of. Grd, and thoſe that hear 
live. And, fays the A (F) For — coryuptible muſt pus on 
age Aud tb mortal — pur on immeriality. And that we 
ſobertyund righteouſly, as Paul faysagain; (g) Be not Mts 


ſelwer with Matthind ; nor Fornicavors, nor Revilers, nor 


riſe net, then is mot Chriſt raiſed 3 then in our — voin, and your 
Faith is alſo vain : N are ftill in your fins > Then they alſs that ave ll 
aſleep in Chriſt are periſhed. If in thu Life only we bave hope in Chriſt, 
wi are of all men moſt miſerable + if the dead riſe not, let ms eat and drink 
or to-morrow we die. It this be our Caſe, wherein ſhall we differ 
from Aſſes and Dogs ? who take no Care for the Future, but _ 
take Care of Eating; and of indulging even thoſe Appetites whi 
follow after it. Not being ſenſible of any Mind which ſhould in- 
4 — move them. 


I. May T have Joy of ybu in the Lord. Be ye (bet. tet 
8. one It 3 all F ce, and nd beſt Rage, Ern Spedking, = 
lumny, File king, Jeſting, — 21 Haughrineſs, 
kenneſs, Love of Money, and of Vain-glory, Envy; ind 
every thing of 4 like Nature: (i) But put en aur Lord Feſas Chrifty 
awd wks no provifien for the Fleſh to fulfil the Laſts thereof.” Ye-Presby- 
ters, be ſubje&-ro your Biſhop; Ye Deacons to your Presbyrers 3 
And the People to both the Presbyters and Deacons. My Soul for 
theirs who obſerve this good Order : And the Lord be wich them 


perpetusliy. 
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Thieves, can mbivit the Kingdom of God, And again, (h) Te 
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tived ; Neither Aanirryrrs, nor Effeminate Perſons, nor Abuſers of _ 


* 


84 


- 


The Epiſtles of IOGMAT Ius 
IX. Ye Husbands, love your Wives; and — your Huſ. 
bands. Ye Children, reverence your Parents. Ye Parents, (a) bring 

your Children in the nurture and admenitien of the Lord. Honour thoſe 
x 6.4 are in Virginity, as the Prieſteſſes of Chriſt. And the Widow: 
that live gravely and decently, as the Altar of God. Ve Servants, 
ferve your Maſters with Fear. Ye Maſters, command your Servant 
= Gentleneſs. Let no one be Idle among you: For Idleneſs is 

e Mother of Indigence. I do not command theſe Things, as tho 
I were ſome great Perſon; altho' I be in Bonds ; but as your Bro- 
ther I put you ic mind of them. The Lord be with you. 


X. May I enjoy your Prayers. Pray that I may attain to Jeſus. l 
commit the Church which is at Antioch to you. The Churches of 
the Phil ppiens ſalute you, from whence I write to you. Phils your 
Deacon ſalutes you; to whom I give Thanks, as to one that has di- 
ligeatly miniftred to me in all Thi Agathopss, the Deacon from 
Syria, who follows me in Chriſt, ſalutes you. (6b) Salute ye one an 
ther with an holy Kiſs. I ſalute you all, both Men Women, 
which are in Chriſt. Be ye eſtabliſhed in Body and Soul, and in 
one Spirit; aud do not forget me. The Lord be with you. 


11 . 
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To the. Antiochians. 


Ignatius, who i alſe called Theophorus, To the Church which has or 
tained Mercy from God, and u elected by Chrift, which is at Syria; 
Which firft received the Name of Chriſtias; Which u is Antioch. All 
Joy in God the Father, and in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 


I PH E Lord has rendred my Bonds light and eaſy, fince 1 


' have underſtood that you are in Peace; and that you hve 


in all Unanimity both of the Fleſh and Spirit. (e) I rhe Priſoner of 


the Lord therefore beſeech you, that ye walk worthy of the Vecatiem where 
with ye are called: Avoiding the Hereſies of the Evil One, that 
have broken in upon us, to the Deceit and Deſtruction of thoſe that 
are perſuaded by them: Bur that ye give heed to the Doctrine of 
the Apoſtles; and believe both the Law and the Prophers: That ye 
reje& all rhe Errors of the Jews and Gentiles ; and neither introduce 
a Multitude of Gods, nor yet deny Chriſt under the pretence of 


the Unity of God. 
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(a) Eph. V. & VI. (6) 2 cer. XIII 12. (c) Epb. IV. 1. 
* II. For 
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II. For Moſer, the Faithful Servant of God, when he ſaid, (=) The 
Lond oby Ge & One Lord , and ſo preached that there was only One 
God ; did yet preſently confeſs our Lord, when he ſaid, (5) The Lord 
rained upon Soden and Gomorrah Brimftone and Fire from the Lord. And 
again, (c) Aud God ſaid, Let us make Mart in our Image. And God 
made Man; according to the Image of God made he him. And afterward, 
% In the Image of God made be Man. And that he was to be made 
Man, he ſays, (%) 4 Prophet ſhall che Lord your God raiſe uy unto you 
from your Brethren, like unto me. 


III. The Prophets alſo, when they fay in the Perſon of God, 
(f) 1 am the firſt God, and 1 am the laſt ; and beſides me there ir no G, 
concerning the Father of the Univerſe ; do alſo ſpeak of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift. (g) To ws, ſay they, 4 Sen i given, wpon whoſe ſhoulders 
the Government us from above; and hu Name i called the Angel of bu 
great Counci!, the wonderful Counſcller, the flrong God, the Powerful. 
And concerning his Incarnation: (/) Behold A Virgin hall be with 
child, and ſball bear # Son, and they ſball call his name Emmanuel. Alſo 
concerning his Paſſion ; (i) He was led as 4 ſbeep to the feughter, and 
„ @ Lamb before her ſbearers is dumb. I alſo was ar an inncint 


Lamb, led to be ſacrific'd. | 


IV. The Evangeliſts alſo, when they ſaid the Father alone was 
the (On True Goa, did not omit the Doctrine concerning our Lord, 
but wrote thus, (1) In the beginning was the Word, and the Word war 
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J with Cod, and the Word was God. The ſame was in the beginning with 
%% All things were made by him, and withous him was not any thing 
made that was made And concerning his Incarnation, ſays the 
Seripture, (m) The Word was made Fleſb, and dwelt among r. And 
again, (u) The Beok of the generation of Jeſus Chrift, the Son of David, 
{ the Son of Abraham. And the very ſame Apoſtle who ſaid, (e) There 
: ir One God ; ſaid (p) there is alſo One Mediator between God and Men. 
f WH Nor were they aſham'd of the Incarnation or Paſſion : For what is 


added ? (3) The Men Chriſt Jeſws : Who gave himſelf for the Life and 
Salvation of the World. 
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| (s) Dent. VI. 4. Mar. XII. 29. (6) Gen. XIX. 24. (e) I. 26, 27. 

(d) 5 IX 6. 6%) Deut. XVIII. 15. 48.111. 22. VII. 37. 

1's XLIV. 6. (g). IX. 6. (+) Iſo. VIL 14. Mate. I. 23. (i) 4. 

III. 7. 4&s VIII. 32. Jer. XI. 19. (i) Jeb. XVII. 3, () I. 1,6. 

(»m) V. * (n) Matt. I. 1. (e) 1 Cor. VIII. 4,6. Gel. III. 20. 
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in ſuch « manner ns to tale away tho Divinity of Obriſt, he is a 


vil, and the Enemy of — — | He alſo that confeſſes 
Chriſt, but not —— Son of the Maker of the Watld, but of 
ſome other Being that cannot ho krown ; different from: him whom 
the Law and the Prophets declare, the ſimo is en Toſtrument of 
Nevil He. alſo that rejects the Iucarnstion, and ig aſbam'd of, 
roſs ; for the ſake of which I am in Bonds; the ſame it Autichrife. 


Moreover, he that ſays Chriſt is a meer Man is accurſed, according 


to the Prophet; as not () putting his treft in God but in M. Where- 
fore he is unfruitful, and like the wild myrile tree. 


VI. I write thus to you, O thou new Olive Tree of Chriſt, not 
that I am ſenſible that you have any ſuch Opinions, but that I may 
fore warn you, as 2 Father would his own Children. Beware there- 
fore yt Men — — to work — ; — (6) — of 
{ks Groſs p on 8 ; whoſe eud is diſtruction ; wheſe glory is in their ſhame. 
. of thoſe (c) dumb dogs, thoſe drawling Serpents, ſcaly rs 

ns, and Aſps, and Baſilisks, and Scorpions; for they are -ſubti: 

olves, or Apes that perſonate Men. *r enn 


VII. ve were the Diſciples of Pax/ and Peter. Do not ye loſe 
what was committed to your Truſt. Be mindful of Edi your 
moſt worthy and bleſſed Shepherd ;; into whoſe: Hands the Govern- 
ment over you was firſt ĩntruſted by the Apoſtles. Let us not put 
our Father ro ſhame. Let us ſhew our ſelves his true born Children, 
and not Baſtards. Ye know after what manner my Converſation 
has been among you. What Things I ſaid to you when I was pre- 
ſent with you, the ſame do I, write now I am abſent from you. 
(a) if any one love not the Lira Jeſus let him be anathems. Be ye fol- 
Jowers of me. My Soul be for youts, when I attain unto Jeſus. 
Be mindful of my Bonds. 5 bv ee 


VIII. Ye Presbyters, (e) Feed the Flock which ir among you, until 
God declares who is to be your Ruler after me. For (f) 1 am now 
ready to be eff:red, that I may gain Chrit. Let the Deacons know of 
what Dignity they are; and let them endeavour to be blameleſs; 
that they may be the followers of Chriſt. Let the People be ſub- 


, JeQ to their Presbyrers aud Dyacons. Let the Virgins know to 


they have conſecrated themſelves. 
Wiel n 1 mſelt 


** . _ FAY 8 by e 


„ 
— — 
o 


n ä 5 FJ 
@) Jer. XVII. 5,6. (6) Phil. III. i8, ty. (% . LVI. 10. 
22 1116 XVI. 22, 2 i Pep. V. 2. (f) 1 IV. é. 
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' IX. Let 


Creation one Woman was given to one Man ; not many Women to 
Man. Let the Wives honour their 
Nor let them venture (a) to calb them by their Names. Let 


them. be Chaſt; having no Converſation with any other Men but 


their Husbands, to whom they are united according to the Will 
of God. Ye Parents give your Children Holy Inftruftion. Ye 
Children, (5) Honour your Porentr,chat is may be well with you. | 


X. Ve Maſters do not treat your Servants with Haughtinefs, in 
Imitation of Patient Job, who ſays, (e) FI did deſpiſe the cauſe of my 
Man-ſervant, or of my Maid-ſervant, when they contended with me. For 
what then ſhall 1 do when God brings me toexamination ? Ye know what 
follows in that Place. Ye Servants do not ye provoke your Maſters 
to Anger in any thing, leſt ye become the Authors of incurable 
Miſchiefs to your ſelves. 4 | 


XI. (A) Let no idle P tat, leſt he become a Wanderer about, 
and a Whoremonger. Let not either Drunkenneſs, or Anger, or 
Envy, or Slandering, or Clamour, or Blaſphemy, (e) be ſo much as 
nemed you. Vet not the Widows () indulge . inplea- 
ſures, leſt they wax wanton againſt the werd. Be ſubſect to Cæſar in 
tuch things wherein Subje&ion will not endanger your Innocence, 
Provoke not your Rulers to Wrath, that you may not afford Oc- 
caſion againſt your ſelves to thoſe that ſeek for it. But as to Magick 
Arts, or obſcene Wiekedneſs with Young Men, or Murder, tis 
needleſs for me to write to you; hen ſuch Crimes are forbidden 
to be committed by the very Gentile; themſelves, I do not com- 

d you in theſe Matters, as an Apaſtle, but as. your Fellows 
I put you in mind of them. £7 ae 


XII. I ſalute the facred Presbytery; the haly Deacons ; and that 


to me deſirable Name, whom God grant I may fee in m 418884 | 


the Holy Spirit, when I ſhall attain unto Chriſt. My Soul be 

his. I ſalute the Subdeacons, the Readers, the Singers, the Keep: 
ers of the Gates, the Labourers, the Exorciſts, and the Confeſſors. 
I ſalute the Deaconeſſes of Chriſt, thoſe Keepers of the Holy Gates, 
I falure the Virgins devoted ro Chriſt : whom may I have Joy of in 
the Lord Jeſus. II ſalute the Widows Eminent for Chaſtity and 


— 
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| (9) See 1 Pet. III. 6. b) Eph, VI. 2, 3. | „ XXXI 
v. 14. 2 2 Theſſ. III. og _ (e) Eph. V. 3. (9 th I Tim, 
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Gravity] I ſalute the People of the Lord both ſmall and great 
and all my Sifters in the Lord, Enz Jo 35s lz ts 


XIII. I ſalute Catena and his Yoke-Fellow, and their moſt be. 
loved Children. Polycarp, that moſt worthy Biſhop ſalutes you, 
who takes particular Care of you; to whom alſo I have committed 

ou in the Lord. And the whole Church that is at Smyrna remem- 
rs you in their Prayers in the Lord. Onxefimus the Paſtor of the 

Epheſians ſalutes you: Damas the Biſhop of Meagneſis ſalutes: you : 
Pohbius Biſhop of the Trallians ſalutes you : Phils and Agathopur the 
— wy Companions, ſalute you. (s) Salute one another with an 

iy Kiſs. - | FF: oY | | 


XIV. I write this from Philippi. He that is alone Unbegotten 
preſerve you ſtable in the Spirit and in the Fleſh, through him that 
was begotten before the World began. And God grant I may ſee 

ou in the Kingdom of Chriſt, I flute him that is to be your 
Roter in my ſtead ; whom may I enjoy in Chriſt. Fare ye well in 
God, and in Chriſt, being illuminated by the Holy Spirit. 
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To HERO. 
Ignatius, who is alſo caled Theophorus, Tv Hero the Deacon of Chriſt, 
' the Minifler of God, who it honoured by God, and highly beloved ; fa- 
wore for his Gravity ; who carries Chriſt and the Holy Spirit in him; 
who is mine own Son in Faith and Love. Grace, Mercy, aud Peace 
frem Almighty God, and from Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, his Only Begorten 
Dem, (b) who gave himfelf for our Sins, that he might deliver us 


from the preſent evil World, and preſerve us unto his heavenly 
Kingdom. 1 4 Ss 


I. Exhort thee in God that thou preſs forward in thy Courſe, and 

maintain thy Digoity., Take care of Concord with the Saints. 
Bear with the Weak, that (c) thou may't fulfil the law of Chrift. Find 
leiſure for Faſts and Prayers, but not to an immoderate ree ; 
Jeſt thou caſt thy ſelf down thereby. Do not altogether abſtain 
rom Wine and Fleſh, for they are not abominable ; for, ſays the 
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(c) VI. 2, 


(#) it. xIll. 12, (0 Gol I. 4, 
435 ; Scripture 
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Scripture, (a) Te ſhall eat the good things of the earth. And again, 
| cat Fleſb as Herbs. And —_ Wine maketh glad the 
: And Oil makes his Face to ſbine: And bread ffrengi ben: 
m. But all is to be us'd with Moderation, and in due order; as 
being the Gifts of God. For (d) who ſball eat, or who ſhall drink 
without him ? (e) for if any thing be pleaſant 'tir his; and if any thing 
4 i bis. Give attendance to Reading, that thou may'ſt not 
thy ſelf know the Laws, but may'ft explain them to 3, as 
the Combatant of God. (f) No Man that warreth entangleth himſelf 
with the affairs of this life, that he may pleaſe him who hath choſen him 
10 bes Soldier: and if s man alſo firive for maſteries yet is he not crown= 
— * firive lawfully. I who am in Bonds wiſh my Soul may 
r thine. | 


II. Every one that Preaches any thing beſide what is command- 
ed, tho' he ſeem never ſo worthy of Credit, tho' he Faſt, or has the 
Gift of Continency, or the Power of working Miracles, or of 
Prophecy; Let him by look d on by thee as a (g) Wolf in ſbeepsocle» 
thing, working the Deſtruction pf the Sheep, If any one denies 
the Croſs, and is aſham'd of the Paſſion, let him be to thee like the 
Adverſary himſelf; even (b) tho" he giver all his goods to feed the poor 
the be removes mountains ; the he gives his body to be burned ; let him 
be to thee abominable. If any one deſpiſes the Law, or the Pro- 
phets, which Ghriſt fulfilled at his coming, let him be to thee as 
Antichriſt. If #ny one ſays that the Lord is but a [meer] Man, he 
is a Few, a Murderer of Chriſt. 


III. (i) Henewr Widews that are Widews indeed. Provide for the 
Eatherleſs : For God is the (k) Father of the Fatherleſs,. and the Juage 
of the Widows, Do nothing withour the Biſhops * For they are 
Prieſts, but thou the Miniſter of the Prieſts, They Baptize, Offer 
the Sacrifice, Ordain, and Lay on Hands ; But thou miniſtreſt to 
them; as Holy Stephen did to James at Jeruſalem, and to the Pres- 
byters. Do not negle& the Sacred Aſſemblies. Enquire for every 
Perſon by Name. (/) Let no one deſpiſe thy youth: But be thou an ex- 
ample to the faithful in word, and in converſation. = 


D 
8 
E 


IV. Be not aſham d of Servants: for there is the ſame common 


Nature to us and them. Do not abominate Women; for they have 
born thee, and brought thee up. We muſt therefore love thoſe that 
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have been the Authors of our Birth: I men only in the l rd 
Now Man can have no Children without a Woman. We muſt 
therefore honour thoſe that aſſiſted to our Precreation : (#) Nettherss 


the man witheat the woman; neither the woman withrut the man : Exa 


Adam. Moreover the Surprizing Birth of the Lord was of a Vir- 
gin alone, Not as if the lawful Mixture of a Man aud his Wife 
were abominable ; but this manner of Generation worthy of 
God. For it became the Creator not to make uſe of the ordinary 
Method of Generation, but one which was ſurprining and ſtrange; 
on Account of his being the Creator. ae * 


V. Flee from Pride; for (0) the Lord reſiſteth the proud. Abhor 
Lying, for ſays the Scripture, (c) Thou ſbalt diffrey alt them that 
ſpeak lies. Beware of Envy, for its original Patron is: the Devil 
and his Succeſſor therein Cain; who envied his Brother, and out 
Envy became guilty of Murder. Exhort my Siſters that they love 
God, and be content with their own Husbands alone. In like man- 
ner exhort-my Brethren to be content with their Yoke.Fellows. 
Take care of the Virgins, as the Treaſures of Chriſt. (a) Be long- 
Suffermg, that thou may'ſt be filled with Wiſdom. Do not neglect the 
Poor, fo far as God has proſpered thee. Fer (e) by lms and truth” fin: 

VI. Keep thy ſelf pure, as the Habitation of Cod, Thou art 
the Temple of Chriſt ; chou art the Inſtrument of the Spirit. Thou 
knoweſt afrer what manner I have brought chee up. Altho' I be 
the ſeaſt of all Men; be thou a Follower of me; imitate my Con- 
verſation. I'do not glory in che World, bur in the Lord. I ox- 


hort (f) Here my own Son: Bur (g) let him that glerith glory ich. 
Lord. May I enjoy thee my dear Son; whoſe Guardian may he be 
who is the only God, and the Lord: Jeſus Chriſt. Do 


not give Credir to all Perſony : Do not truſt all verſons. Nor Het 
ny one impoſe on thee by Flatrery. For many are the Miniſters of 
Satan: And (b) he that ir haſty to give rreui is light: winded. : -- 

VII. Be mindful of God, and thou wilt never Sin. Be not dou- 
ble-minded in thy Prayer + For ploſſed is he chat is not doubtful. 
For I betieve in the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and in · his only 
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Begotten Son, that God will ſhew me Hero upon my Throne. Do 
thou therefore forward in thy Courſe. I charge thee before 
the God of the Univerſe, and before Chriſt, and in the Preſence of 
the Hey Spirit, and of the miniſtring Orders, Keep that ſacred 
thing ich I and Chriſt have committed to thee © And do not judge 
thy ſelf unworthy of thoſe Things which have been ſhewn [me] 
concerning thee by God. I commit to thee the Church of Autioch. 
I have committed you to Polycorp in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


VIII. The Biſhops Onefimus, Vitus, Dames, Polybins, and all that 
are at Philippi, ſalute thee in Chriſt, Whence alſo I have written 
to thee. ute the Presbytery, worthy of God. Salute my — 
Fellow - Deacons whom may I enjoy in Chriſt, both in the Fl 
and in the Spirit. Salute the People of the Cord both ſmall and 
great, every one by Name: Whom I commit to thee, as Moſes did 
the Iſraelites to Jeſbus, who was their Leader after him. do 
not think this that I ſay too aſſuming : For altho' we are hot ſuch as 
they were, yet however we pray that we may be like them: Inaſ- 
much as we are the Children of Alrabam. Be ſtrong therefore, O 
Hero, and a& Heroically, and like a Man. For from henceforth 
thou ſhalt lead the People of the Lord, which are in Antioch, in and 
out ; and ſo () the congregation of the Lord ſball not be like Sherp which 
have no Shepherd, 


IX. Salute Catan mine Hoſt, and his moſt grave Yoke-fellow, 
and their moſt beloved Children: (5) God grant that they may ffnd 
mercy of the Lord in that day, on Account of their Miniſtration to 
us: Whom alſo I recommend unto thee in Chriſt. Salute all the 
Faithful that are at Laodicea, every one by Name, in Chriſt, Do 
not negle& thoſe at Tarſur, but look after them frequent! 3 Cons - 
firming them in the Goſpel. I ſalute Marit, the Biſhop of the New 
City near Anezarbw, in the Lord. Salute alſo Mery, a Woman of 

reat Gravity, my Daughter, famous for Learning ; as alſo the 
burch which is in her e. For whom may my Soul be the Se- 
curity ; for ſhe is the very Pattern of pious Women. May the Fa- 
ther of Chrift, thro' his Only Begotten Son, himſelf preſerve thes 
ſound and of good Repute in all Things, to a very old Age, for 


the Advantage of the Church of God. Farewell in che Lord, and | 
Pray that I may be perfected. | 
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